LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

DIVISION OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND HEALTH SERVICES
Hospice Care for Children in Medicaid and CHIP
TAKE NOTICE that the New Jersey Department of Human Services (DHS), Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services intends to seek approval from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, for a state plan amendment that would remove the prohibition on receiving curative treatment upon the election of the hospice benefit by or on behalf of a Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) eligible child.  These changes are being proposed because effective March 23, 2010, section 2302 of the Affordable Care Act amended sections 1905(o)(1) and 2110(a)(23) of the Social Security Act to remove the prohibition on receiving curative treatment upon the election of the hospice benefit by or on behalf of a Medicaid or CHIP eligible child.  The Affordable Care Act does not change the eligibility criteria for receiving hospice services; however, prior to enactment of the new law, curative treatment of the terminal illness ceased upon election of the hospice benefit.  The annual cost is contingent on how many families choose to utilize these services, but is estimated to result in a cost of $404,852 in State funds, and $809,704 in combined State and Federal funds for Federal Fiscal Year 2012. 
This Notice is intended to satisfy the requirements of Federal law and regulations, specifically, 42 U.S.C. § 1396a(a)(13) and 42 C.F.R. 447.205.
A copy of this Notice is available for public review at the local Medical Assistance Customer Centers, County Welfare Agencies, and on the DHS website at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/providers/grants/public/index.html. Comments or inquiries must be submitted in writing by mail or fax within 30 days of the date of this notice to:  
Margaret Rose  
Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services
Office of Legal and Regulatory Affairs

Mail Code #26
P.O. Box 712
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0712
Fax: 609-588-7343
E-mail address:  MAHS.NJSTATEPLAN.COORDINATOR@dhs.state.nj.us  
