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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of his application for Work
First New Jersey/Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (“WFNJ/TANF") and
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (“SNAP”), f/k/a Food Stamp Program,
benefits. The Agency denied Petitioner benefits based upon a failure to provide the
Agency with required documentation. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter was
transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On May 15, 2015, the
Honorable Richard McGill, Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing
and took testimony. No documents were admitted into evidence. On May 19, 2015,
the ALJ issued his Initial Decision affirming the Agency's determination.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were filed.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human
Services, | have considered the ALJ's Initial Decision and | concur with the ALJ's
decision and hereby adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law in this matter.
See N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.19 and N.J.A.C. 10:87-5.9.

By way of comment, the transmittal in this matter also indicates that Petitioner appeals
a denial of Emergency Assistance (“EA”) benefits. The ALJ did not address this issue.
However, | note that a threshold eligibility requirement for EA benefits is that the
applicant for such benefits must be a WFNJ or Supplemental Security Income ("SSI")
benefits recipient. See N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.2(a). As | find that Petitioner was properly
denied WFNJ/TANF eligibility in this matter, Petitioner is also ineligible to receive EA
benefits at this time.
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Petitioner is without prejudice to reapply for WFNJ/TANF, SNAP and EA benefits
subject to applicable eligibility criteria.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision in this matter is hereby ADOPTED and the Agency's
action is AFFIRMED.
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