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Petitioner appeals from Respondent Agency’s denial of Emergency Assistance ("EA”)
benefits. The Agency denied Petitioner EA benefits because it contended that
Petitioner did not have an emergency beyond his control. Because Petitioner
appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing.
On October 20, 2015, the parties appeared for a hearing before the Honorable John
F. Russo, Jr., Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), at which time, the parties entered into
a Settlement Agreement ("Settlement”). See Exhibit J-1. On October 22, 2015, the
ALJ issued an Emergent Initial Decision, which incorporated the Settlement and
recommended approval of same, and thereby directing the parties to comply with the
terms of the Settlement.

Having made a full independent review of the Settlement and its terms, as well as the
Emergent nitial Decision of the ALJ, | agree that the Settlement should be approved.
Therefore, as the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of
Human Services, | hereby APPROVE the Settlement entered into in this matter and
further ORDER that the parties comply with the terms of the Settlement.

Accordingly, as the matter has now been resolved voluntarily by the parties in this
matter, Petitioner's appeal is hereby DISMISSED.
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