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2006 Speed Enforcement Pilot Project

In July, 2006, the NJ Division of Highway Trafhc
Safety coordinated New Jersey’s role in the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration Eastern Re-
gion’s Tri-State Speed Enforcement Pilot Project. The
slogan selected by NHTSA for the project was “Obey
the Signs or Pay the Fines.”

The NHTSA Eastern Region requested that New Jersey
take part in the campaign in recognition of the serious
problems caused by speeding drivers on our nation’s
roads. According to NHTSA, 13,192 people died na-
tionwide in speed-related crashes in 2004. Speed was
a factor in approximately 30% of all fatal crashes that
year. The Tri-State Speed Campaign was envisioned by
the NHTSA Eastern Region as a national pilot pro-
gram that would be modeled after the successful Click
It or Ticket seat belt mobilization and You Drink and
Drive, You Lose alcohol crackdown. The stated goals
of the pilot campaign included reducing average mo-
tor vehicle speeds and reducing speed-related crashes,
injuries and fatalities in the Tri-State Region.

Planning for the pilot campaign began in February,
2005, fully 16 months in advance of the initiative.
Numerous meetings were held throughout the plan-
ning period to discuss and finalize the various compo-
nents of the campaign, with a special emphasis on raising awareness through the media, maximizing
participation by police agencies, and project evaluation.

The goal of the pilot campaign was to bring the speed reduction message and enforcement to the public
in a way that would reach the 21-million residents of the Tri-State Region. In New Jersey, an analysis of
the data showed that speed-related fatalities increased in the state by 11 percent from 2000 to 2004. In
order to keep the focus on the Tri-State Region, specifically the New York City metropolitan area, and
to keep the size of the project manageable for pilot purposes,
it was decided that New Jersey’s portion of the project would
include four counties: Bergen, Essex, Hudson, and Passaic.
Speed-related crash data from all four counties was gathered
and analyzed during the planning phase.

As with other enforcement programs like Click It or Ticket,
concerted efforts were made to get every police agency in
the four target counties involved in the enforcement effort.
Grant funding was made available to a number of agencies.
The other police departments were asked to participate and
report back on a non-funded basis.
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There are a total of 122 police agencies within the four target counties. For the pilot campaign, grant
funding was awarded to a total of 37 agencies. The grant funding paid for overtime speeding enforce-
ment during the July, 2006 project period. Grant funded agencies were asked to provide targeted road-
ways for their enforcement and to assist the NHTSA research firm in its evaluation efforts.

Just prior to the campaign, a comprehensive evaluation plan was announced. A research firm was re-
tained by NHTSA to carry out the project evaluation. Components of the evaluation are: Analysis of
police department participation numbers and summons data collected from police agencies by DHTS;
a review of crash data from July, 2006 in comparison to July of 2002-2005; vehicle pre and post speed
surveys; an awareness survey within the public; and de-briefing interviews of police personnel.

The pilot speed enforcement campaign kicked off on June 30, 2006, with a series of media events de-
signed to raise awareness about the campaign. The Essex County Prosecutor’s Office took the lead role
in this effort by hosting a press conference in the community of Belleville. Additional publicized en-
forcement efforts took place that same day in the towns of Wayne and Teaneck. Police agencies within
the four target counties were also asked to send out press releases to their local newspapers to further
spread the word about the campaign.

The net result of these efforts was a large degree of coverage of the campaign within newspapers in the
northern part of the state. Sample press clippings are attached. To further spread the message, radio
spots in support of the campaign were aired during the month of July on every radio station in the state
through the Division’s ongoing contract with the NJ Broadcasters Association.

The results from the enforcement component of the pilot project show once again that New Jersey’s
police community is committed to traffic safety and is willing to actively participate in campaigns such
as this. Of the 122 police agencies in the four target counties, 115 departments (94%) participated in
the campaign and reported data into the Division. Participation by county is as follows:

Bergen County: 67 of 70 agencies participated
Essex County: 21 of 23 agencies participated
Hudson County: 12 of 12 agencies participated
Passaic County: 15 of 17 agencies participated

Summons activity by each participating agency is contained in the attached spreadsheets. The total
number of summonses issued in the key types is as follows:

Speeding: 6,357
Seat Belt: 2,323
DWI: 228
Careless Driving: 1,062
Other types: 16,924
Total Summonses: 26,894
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All data from the participating New Jersey police agencies has been forwarded to the NHTSA Eastern
Region and its research firm for use in the evaluation. A final evaluation report is expected in October,

2006.

Itis hoped that the final evaluation of the 2006 Tri-State Speed Enforcement
Pilot Project will show that the campaign was successful in reducing average
vehicle speeds as well as speed-related crashes, injuries, and fatalities. If the
impact is positive, DHTS is planning for a region-wide Speed Enforcement
Crackdown throughout the northern part of New Jersey (seven counties)
for July, 2007 to follow up and build on the 2006 pilot effort.

The Division would also like to offer it’s thanks to several other agencies and
organizations that assisted in the implementation of the pilot program. The
New Jersey Department of Transportation provided much of the data that
was used during the planning phase of the program. As always, the enforce-
ment component of the project was greatly enhanced by the New Jersey
Police Trafhic Officers Association and the New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police. It should also be noted that numerous police agencies out-
side of the four target counties showed their support for the campaign by

conducting speed enforcement activities during the July, 2006 period.
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Division of Highway Traffic Safety
Roberto Redriguez, Director

For Immediate Release: For Further Information Contact:
June 30, 2006 David Wald (LPS) 609-292-4791

“OBEY THE SIGNS OR PAY THE FINES"
POLICE IN NEW JERSEY CRACK DOWN ON SPEEDERS

{Trenton) - Law enforcement agencies began a month-long, intensive crackdown on
speeders today, as part of a tri-state pilot campaign dubbed “Obey the Signs or Pay the
Fines" to address the deadly issue of speeding. The primary focus involves Bergen,
Essex, Hudson and Passaic counties. Law enforcement units kicked off the campaign this
maming, largeting speeders on Terry Street in Belleville, Valley Road in Wayne, and Cedar
Lane at Pomander Walk in Teaneck. 122 police departments are actively participating in
the crackdown within the four-county area. Thirty-seven departments have recaived $4,000
Division grants to cover overtime, while 85 are participating in support of the campaign.
However, police throughout the Garden State will also be stepping up enforcement against
speeders during the month-long initiative.

“Mearly one-third of all traffic fatalities are speed related”, said Division Director
Roberto Rodriguez. “In 2004, over 13,000 people died in speed-related crashes in the
United Stales with 65 falalities in Mew Jersaey alone , according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Costs related to those crashes tolaled more than
$40.4 billion.”

Police will focus their efforts on high-volume local roads, while State Police will
enforce speed limits on major highways and interstates. They will not be giving wamings.
They will be writing tickets. Along with increased patrols, police will also have speed
enforcement checkpoints using radar. This will include new laser speed detectors which
may nol be picked up by most in-car radar detectors.

Speeding in New Jersey can be costly, not only in lives and injuries but in penalties.
Fines can range from 385 to 3280, and you can be assessed from 2-to-5 points on your

license. The crackdown coincides with the start of the long July 4™ holiday weekend and
will run through July 30™.

Hemember, “OBEY THE SIGNS OR PAY THE FINES™!

'TET
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NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR
Essex County Courts Building PAULA T. DOW
Mewark, Mew Jersey 07102 ESSEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR
973-621-4700 Contact: Paul M. Loriquet {(973) 621-4021

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 30, 2006

Essex County to Crackdown on Speeders

BELLEVILLE - Ezsex County Prosecutor Paula T. Dow along with state, county and local law enforcement
officers today announced the start of a speed enforcement blitz to help reduce the high incidences of speed-
related motor vehicle fatalities and injuries in Essex County.

According to Prosecutor Dow, more than 40 percent of traffic fatalities in Essex County are attributed to
speeding. Statewide, one-third of traffic fatalities are specd-related. As part of a tri-state campaign by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration dubbed “Obey the Signs or Pay the Fines," Essex County
joined with Bergen, Hudson and Passaic Counties to address the deadly issue of speeding.

“Even though we live in a fast-paced world, motor vehicle safety 1s one area where people cannot afford to cut
comers. Simply put, speed kills,” said Prosecutor Dow. “The goal of this enforcement initiative is not about
writing tickets, rather it’s about saving lives. Motorists need to be reminded that leaving ample time to and
from their destination, obeying posted speed limits and always weanng seat belts reduces the nisk of senous
injury or death on our roads.”

Amold H. Anderson, President of Essex County Traffic Officers Association, added that police officers will not
be giving warnings. They will be writing tickets. Along with increased patrols, police will also have speed
enforcement checkpoints using radar. Speeding fines range from $85 to 3260, In addition, motor vehicle points
can be assessed on the offender’s license.

The Mew Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety awarded 54,000 grants to each of the following Essex
County police departments (o cover overtime: Belleville, East Orange, Millburn, Montclair, Orange, Irvington,
Glen Ridge, West Orange, Newark and Essex County PD.

“Speeding is a sernious quality of life issue that threatens our neighborhoods and streets, The federal funding
received by 10 of our municipalities provides our local police with the necessary resources to address this
widespread problem,” said Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo Jr. “The Speed Enforcement Blitz
will provide an important reminder for motorists to obey the speed limit. It is eritical for all motorists to put the
brakes on speeding and make our communities safer for everyone.”

Also attending today’s enforcement kick-off were Essex County Sherifl Armando B. Fontoura, Belleville Police
Chief Joseph P. Rotunda, representatives from East Orange, Millbum, Montclair, Irvington, Glen Ridge, West
Orange, New Jersey State Police and the Division of Highway Traffic Safety.
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Everything Jersey

@he Star-Zedger

Speeders beware as Essex steps up patrols in crackdown

Saturday, July 01, 2006

BY WiILLIAM KLEINKMECHT
Star-Lodger Stanl

Faced with an incroase in speed-related traffic deaths in Essax County, local and state authorties
yestarday launched a crackdown on laad-footod drivars that will inciude bath steppad-up patrols and radar
enforcamani

Essox County Prosecutar Paula Dow announced that 10 of the county's police depariments had baan
awarded 54,000 grants to pay for ovedtime associated with tha speeding enforcamant.

She said they wara kicking off the campaign on the eve of the holiday weekend because July 4 traditionally
beings larger nurmbars of pesple onta the roads.

Besides slepped-up patnls by municipal police deparimants on local roadways, the Mow Jarsey Slale
Palicé will be isswng more tickets on the highways, sho said,

"Simply put: speed kills,” Dony said in a Belovilla news confarenca thal alas included saweral othar Law
enforcement agencies. "The goal of this enforcement effart is to save ives.”

Dew's olfice reloased slatistics showing that 18 people had died in Essex County in speed-relaed aulo
acciBents as of tis month, In all last year, 31 people dead from spesd-relaled meio accidonts.

The number of aute fatalties for any reason was down slightly, Thens wone 29 people killed In auto
accidents as of June in the county, companed with B3 for all of last year and 80 in 2004,

The news confaranca was held just & lew hundrod feed from Rowte 21, wheeh suibodies said is one of the
cpadbest in b counly, with its wide open stretchas, low raffic volume and shap curves.

‘I can recall & year when wa had sovan [stalties on Route 21, said Boleville Police Chiel Joseph Rotonda.
“Last yoar, we had three, bul thal is s 100 many,*

He said one reason far the improvement was an aggresaive campaign bo ticke! spooders on the roadway,
which is 1o continue under the new campaign.

In addition to Belewla, the other municipalilies receiving grands are East Orange, Millbum, Maoniclair,
Orange, Indngtan, Glan Fidge, West Oranga, Mewark and the Essex County Police Depariment.

“¥We don’ enjoy giving tickets, We don't like being the bad quys,” said L1, Amold Andarson, a proseculors
irvesBgator who is president of the Essex County Traffic Officers Association. “Bul if the way to save kves
15 slowing you down, Ehat's what we are godng fo do.”

Roberto Rodrigues, direcior of the state Division of Highway Traflic Safety, said other counties were
undenaking similar effons. Because the slate had been successiul in bringing dawn cverall auto fatalites in
recent yeuars, the olfon boing launched yesterday would serve as a model for other states, he said,
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