Overview of the History of the Building Authority

The New Jersey Building Authority
(the “Authority”), a body corporate and
politic and an instrumentality of the State of
New Jersey, was created in 1981 by the
State Legislature for the purpose of financ-
ing, acquiring, constructing, reconstructing,
rehabilitating, or improving office buildings
and related facilities to meet the needs of
State agencies.

In 1992, the State Legislature
amended the Authority’s statute to expand
the types of projects the Authority can
undertake. In addition to office buildings
and related facilities, the Authority can now
construct or renovate State correctional
facilities and restore historic public build-
ings. The amendment also removed the
$250 million bond principal limitation.

The Authority, under a master lease
with amendments for individual properties,
has leased to the State the buildings con-
structed or renovated with the funds provid-
ed from various bond offerings made by the
Authority. The State is required to pay rent
to the Authority at times and in amounts
sufficient to pay: (1) debt service on the
bonds outstanding (to the extent such debt
service is not funded from bond proceeds);
and (2) administrative expenses of the
Authority. The lease transactions with the
State are accounted for as direct financing
leases.

The State is responsible for the
award and monitoring of all contracts for
the design, acquisition and construction of
projects as well as supervision of construc-
tion work and acceptance of the completed
projects. Project costs incurred by the
State are paid by the Authority’s bond
trustee out of the construction fund after

approval by an authorized Authority repre-
sentative. Pursuant to the terms of the
master lease, the State is responsible for
the adequacy, sufficiency and suitability of
the plans and specifications of any con-
tracts or agreements with respect to the
acquisition or construction of these pro-
jects. During the master lease term, the
State is responsible for all costs relating to
the operation, maintenance and repair of
the projects. In addition, the state pays for
all utilities, taxes and governmental
charges during the lease term.

At any time prior to the expiration
of the master term, the State has the
option to purchase the projects for a price
of $1 plus an amount sufficient to provide
the full payment of the bonds and accrued
interest in conformity with the bond resolu-
tion. If such option has not been exer-
cised prior to the end of the lease term,
the title to the projects will be transferred
by the Authority to the State at that time.

The obligation of the State to make
rental payments is subject to and depends
upon yearly appropriations being made by
the State Legislature for such purposes.

In the event the State fails to make the
necessary lease payments, the Authority
may take possession of the projects and
either lease or sell them to another party.
In either case, the State is obligated to
reimburse the Authority for any deficiency
between the lease payments called for by
the master lease and amounts paid by
other parties.

Through December 31, 2008, the
Authority has undertaken projects totaling
in excess of $1.3 billion.





