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NEW JERSEY HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL MINUTES  
MAY 26, 2010 

  
The regular meeting of the New Jersey Human Relations Council was held on May 26, 2010, at the New Jersey 
State Police Headquarters Museum and Conference Center in West Trenton. Chairperson Jim Peeler called the 
meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. Those serving on the Council and Advisory Board in attendance were the following:   
Supervising DAG Hester Agudosi, Mr. Richard Biolosi, Mr. George Burgos, Mr. John Campbell, Ms. Kay Delp, Mr. 
Sam DiFalco; Rabbi Adam Feldman, Asm. Angel Fuentes, DAG Edward Haas, Esq., Mr. Larry James, Mr. Corbett 
Klein, Ms. Rowena Madden, Ms. Amy Mallett, Ms. Yumiko Mishima, Mr. Jim Peeler, Mr. Julius Ramsey,  Dr. Joan 
Rivitz,  Ms. Ann Steinreich,  Mr. Robert Stone, Ms. Reisa Sweet.  Guests attending were Mr. José Hernandez, 
Executive Director, YWCA of the YWCA of Trenton;  Mr. Eric Matz;  Ms. Carmen Acevedo, Administrative Support 
for the NJHRC from the PSCB;  members of the Willingboro HRC,  Addie Hatton, Ione Quaarterman and Brandone 
Perrone; and workshop presenters from the N.J. Mortgage Financing Agency. 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
All assembled recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Open Public Meeting Act Statement 
Chairperson Peeler read the statement that pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 
et. seq., notice of the meeting was filed with the Secretary of State, the Asbury Park Press, The Times, The Courier 
Post, The Star-Ledger and posted in the Office of the Attorney General. 
 
Reading of Mission Statement 
Chairperson Peeler read the Mission Statement:  “The purpose of the New Jersey Human Relations Council shall 
be to promote prejudice reduction, education and address the problems of bias and violent acts based on the 
victim’s race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, sexual orientation gender or disability.”  Further, Chairperson 
Peeler stated that “this is our purpose and we will adhere to our purpose”.   
 
Introductions 
Council, Advisory Board members and guests introduced themselves and briefly told of their affiliations.  
 
Minutes 
The Minutes of the March 17, 2010 were read and approved as corrected. 
 
Meeting Presentations 
Mr. G. Burgos introduced the first presentation to the meeting, Mr. José Hernandez, Executive Director of the 
YWCA of Trenton. Mr. Hernandez is the first male director of a YWCA in its over 100 year history.  Mr. Hernandez 
spoke about the YWCA’s campaign, “Stand Against Racism” www.standagainstracism.org.   This began as a 
YWCA of Trenton event and has now become a signature event of YWCAs nationally.  The thrust of this project is 
to hold open discussions on racism and how perspectives different, i.e. asking different races will elicit very different 
responses to the same issue.  He said that institutional racism continues to exist today, very often hidden and 
invisible; he also shared a video on Stand Against Racism 2010.    The primary objective is to raise awareness of 
the need for open discussion on racism.  In 2008, 60 organizations in Mercer County participated; in 2009, 323 
organizations nationally involved 30,000 participants;  and 2010, 71 YWCAs in 32 states participated, partnering 
with 2,061 organizations, totally about 250,000 participants taking a Stand Against Racism  Five U.S. governors 
also declared their Stand Against Racism.  On April 29, 2001, the topic will be “Able-ism and Sex-ism”.  Mr. 
Hernandez will be available to the Council for future discussions and assistance. 
 
The second presentation was by the NJ Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, Marge DeLavecchia and Amy 
Palmer, www.njhousing.gov.  This is a state agency which is a resource for help for those at risk of foreclosure or in 
foreclosure.  The presenters noted that, in the lead-up to the mortgage crisis, lenders were offering mortgages to 
those who should not have been granted these large mortgages.  Their program uses mediation as opposed to a 
court-mandated process.  Information from the Foreclosure Mediation Program through the Office of Dispute 
Settlement:   
• There is a need to reach out into the communities in NJ that this Mediation process is available 
• 50,000-60,000 foreclosure filings are anticipated in 2010 
• Mortgage holders can request a mandatory mediation if they receive a foreclosure notice 
• This process is considered a “dignified exit”, i.e., allowing a family to stay in its home until the end of a school 

year; allowing them time to find new housing 
• 70% of cases are settled amicably 
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• 45% are able to remain in their own homes after mediation 
• When homeowners receive a Foreclosure Notice, they are eligible for the Mediation Program and a free 

housing counselor.  This HUD-certified counselor will go over the financial situation; help to negotiate a loan 
modification; schedule a court date, if necessary; and provide free legal counsel.  A lawyer from the lending 
institution is also involved who will review the modifications to determine whether the lending institution will 
agree to the terms.  If all else fails, the team will work out a “dignified exit” from the home. 

 
REPORTS: 
 
Education Committee 
• Dr. Joan Rivitz reported for Dr. Winkler:  

Dr. Rivitz  reported that there is continuing monitoring through the Department of Education on what is 
happening throughout the state. She and Dr. Winkler are members of a committee of the DOE. 

• Dr. Rivitiz congratulated Ms. Ann Steinreich on her recent Education Award from the Warren-Sussex Branch 
Chapter of the NAACP. 

 
Advisory Board 
• Dr. Rivitz reminded all Advisory Board members to attend Advisory Board meetings, as well as the NJHRC 

meetings. 
• Dr. Rivitz reported on the Stereotyping Workshop held in April at Rutgers University.  There were about 200 

attendees including educators, curriculum coordinators and affirmative action officers. 
• Mr. Klein, Advisory Board member, asked for information on how to re-start  an HRC in Mercer County.  Any 

correspondence, resolutions, newspaper articles would be helpful.  Please contact Corbett_klein@merck.com.  
 
Annual Conference 
• Ms. Ann Steinreich, Conference Chair, reported that plans have begun for the Annual Leadership Conference.  

Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, November 9, 2010, at the Hughes Justice Center, Trenton, NJ.  The 
working topic is on Immigration encompassing our theme of “Bringing Us Together”. 

• Mr. George Burgos will again chair the sub-committee on presenters.  He suggests Ms. Amy Gottlieb, an 
attorney with the American Friends Service Committee, whose offices are in Newark, as the keynoter.  Further 
details to be presented at the September meeting. 

• The Annual Unity Awards will again be a portion of the Conference.   Ms. Steinreich and Dr. Rivitiz will chair 
this portion of the Conference. 

 
HRC Reports 
Camden County HRC – Mr. Larry James reporting: 
• Mr. James again encouraged all HRCs to organize and participate in Study Circles.  These have been very 

helpful in many communities across the country to address issues of diversity.  See www.everyday-
democracy.org for additional information. 

Ocean County HRC – Ms. Sweet reporting: 
• The Ocean County HRC, in partnership with the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office, will hold a workshop on 

June 2nd. 
 
Comments 
• The Division on Civil Rights is continuing to address the issue of discrimination against women wearing the 

hijab and the Motor Vehicle Commission in Gloucester County. 
 
 
Meeting Dates:  Wed., September 15, 2010; Wed., January 19, 2011; March 16, 2011 and May 18, 2011. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann L. Steinreich 
 
Ann L. Steinreich, Secretary 
 
   


