By Tanya Khan
Imagine getting upat the crack of dawn, andthensitting ina
room with nothing todoall day long, except for staring at the
~{white, dismal walls surrounding you. Youmustneverleave
ltis room without an escort, even when you go o the bath-
room. Youlook forwardto the 15-minute showers and lunch
|breaks, for they are now privileges that allow you to escape
from the daily monotony. On afew occasions, youmay getto
see your family and other visitors, and perhaps have the oppor-
tunity toeven speak with them fora short time. Throughout
theday, nearby neighbors shoutand yell across the hall. Auni-
formed man fires back at the tenants, telling them to behave
|themselves.
| Inthe midst of all this chaos, youask yourself,“Why amI
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Somewhere along the way, you made a wrong decision, and
{now you're doing time for 25 years.

Aformer gang member; identified only as “Jose,” knows this
scenario all too well. During the Safe Schools and Communi-
ties press conference on November 16, the Trenton prisonin-
spokeofhis past gang years. At 31 years old, hehas spent
ap;xoxmﬂdylm]fofhshfempnmmmlwmmda
gang fifteen years ago. Although“Jose'
tially “felt like somebody” mﬂlegng,hemwrea]imsmatit
only taught him, as he said “...to destroy, to hate, and not to
think formyself.”
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What, if anything, does all of this have to do with us?
Asstudents, our responsibilities extend far beyond academ-
icsand extracurricular activities. If we are aware of potential

violence or hazing, it is our moral obligation to notify
someone. We havethe choiceto speak outand tomakeall
attemptstoavoid any mishaps. One of the greatest mis-
takes we all makeis choosing to keep information to our-
selves. This, however, makes us just s guilty as the per-
petrators. Perhaps gang recruiters don’t visit Holmdel
High School frequently, searching for vulnerable prey. But
this does not necessarily imply that our school is vio-
lence-free. Even the mostminor bullying canbe damag-
ing. Hateful comments not only hurt the victims, but
encourage hateful relationships. Theft of mdividual prop-
erty and vandalism produce similar effects. Simply by
makingachoicetoridourschools of violence, we will be,
in tum, creating a safer, healthier environment in which
we are able toleam and to make friendships.

From deciding what clothes to wearto choosing acareer,
lifee is all about making choices. Every day, wehaveto
make intelligent decisions based on our own personal
moralsand values. Whereas some decisions arerelatively
easy tomake, others are more difficult. In any circum-
stance, we haveto ask ourselves, “What are the long-term
effectsif I choose one option over another”’
Andperhaps moreimportantly, “Will Iever regret mak-
ingthischoice becanse it stands nthe way of my goals or
vahues?’

Sothe next time you are faced with adilemma, keepin
mind your goals i life and these questions. If the answers
conflict with your goals, youmay want toreconsider. You
canmake the right choice now — or do time fater.
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