STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

DOCKET NUMBER: FDIOSB-61093
FEDERAL CHARGE#: 17F201000069

MERRISSA V GARRETSON

COMPLAINANT(S) Verified Complaint

Received and Recorded
Date:11/16/2009

Department of Law and Public Safety
Division on Civil Rights

By A. Gonzalez

..VS..

CLEMENTON FIRE & RESCUE
RESPONDENT(S)

. T L )

1. The Complainant (s} reside(s} at:

MERRISSA V GARRETSON
100 WHITE HORSE AVENUE
CLEMENTON NJ 08021
CAMDEN COUNTY

2.To the best of Complainant's knowledge and belief, the Respondent{s) known as:
CLEMENTON FIRE & RESCUE and located at:

CLEMENTON FIRE & RESCUE
165 GIBBSBORO ROAD
CLEMENTON NJ 08021
CAMDEN COUNTY




3. Charge of Discrimination:
The above named respondent(s) is hereby charged with unlawful discrimination in violation of the

named statutes with respect to the following charges:

3.1 Differential Treatiment because of Reprisal/complained of sex based differential ireatment in
violation of Title VIl of the Civit Rights Act of 1964(Title VII}
3.2 Differential Treatment because of Sex/female in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of

1964(Title VII)
3.3 Differential Treatment because of Reprisal/complained of sex based differential treatment in

violation of NJ Law Against Discrimination (NJSA 10:5-12d)
3.4 Differential Treatment because of Sex/female in violation of NJ Law Against Discrimination

{NJSA 10:5-12a)
4. THE CHARGE IS BASED ON THE FOLLOWING:

4.1 Complainant belongs to a protected class, in that she is femaie.

4.2 Respondent employed Complainant as an Explorer in May 2003, promoted her to Junior
Firefighter on July 26, 2006, promoted her to Probationary Firefighter on July 26, 2008, and
promoted her to Firefighter on December 8, 2008.

4.3 Complainant alleges she engaged in an activily protected by the New Jersey Law Against
Discrimination, and did so reasonably and in good faith. Specifically, on March 17, 2009 she
complained {0 Respondent’s Deputy Chief, Randall Freiling, and in July 2009 to Borough
Administrator, Janai Johnson, that Firefighter John Bush Jr., repeatedly made offensive remarks
about her sex, such as, “women have no place in the fire service, they're useless,” and “that
stupid cunt didn't know what she was doing, she should not have been on the job.

4.4 Thereafter, Complainant was subjected to adverse empioyment actions. Specifically,
Respondent's Captain Demetri bumped her off trucks in favor of less qualified junior firefighters,
and removed her gear from her locker.

4.5 There is a casual connection between Complainant's protected activity, and the employer's
adverse action.
5. RESPONDENT'S REASON FOR ADVERSE ACTION:
5.1 Respondent's Borough Administrator, Janai Johnson, advised Complainant via letter dated
August 17, 2009, that a thorough investigation was conducted and corrective action was taken.
6. DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:
6.1 Complainant alleges she was discriminated against based on her sex, and as a reprisal.
6.2 Specifically, Complainant denies that a thorough investigation was conducted, or that any

corrective action was taken, and alleges she was subjected to retaliation for complaining of
discrimination.



7. Said acts of discrimination occurred in the County of CAMDEN in the State of New Jersey.

8. The Complainant requests whatever relief is provided by law including, but not limited to,
compensatory damages for economic loss, humiliation, mental pain and suffering.

9. The Complainant has not instituted action in any court, either criminai or civil, regarding this
matter.

“oernson Mmo‘%
MERRISSA V GARRETSON
COMPLAINANT

STATE OF NEW JERSEY )
) SS:
COUNTY OF CAMDEN )

MERRISSA V GARRETSON of full age, being duly sworn according to law deposes and says;
that she is the Complainant herein; that she has read the foregoing Complaint and knows the
content thereof; that to the best of her knowledge, information and belief, the facts alleged therein

are true.
Mg Y, Jowilonn.

MERRISSA V GARRETSON
COMPLAINANT

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 16" day of November 2009.
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