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Content Note

As early as September of 1776, the British Army began raising Loyalist colonial regiments to bolster their military
presence in North America. Later that year, authority was given by Gen. William Howe to levy five battalions with a
total of 2,500 men from the colony of New Jersey. Although six battalions were actually mustered, the regiment's
order of battle was continually reorganized during the war, leaving only four battalions in existence toward the latter
part of the conflict (the period covered by this collection). The Loyalist regiment was known as the New Jersey
Volunteers. At its strongest, the regiment’s ranks never included more than 1,970 men. Cortlandt Skinner, a prominent
New Jersey tory, commanded the Volunteers throughout the course of the war.

As its principal mission, the Loyalist regiment raided New Jersey and other coastal areas from its headquarters on
Staten Island, foraging for supplies and harassing rebel militia and line units. The Volunteers regularly sacked and
burned Elizabeth-Town and were largely responsible for the burning of New London, Connecticut in 1781. The
regiment otherwise served essentially as a reserve corps. The British command detached Loyalist troops either singly
or by battalion to wherever the king's forces most needed reinforcement. Elements of the regiment marched with
Clinton to Philadelphia in 1777 and fought under Hessian General Kniphausen. Many Volunteers were sent to
reinforce the British Southern Army in 1779. Consequently, the New Jersey regiment had a large representation at
major South Carolina battles, including Guilford, Cowpens and Eutaw Springs.

In a few cases, Volunteers served stints on vessels of the Royal Navy. Members of the Volunteers (known as
"Skinner's Greens," presumably because their red coats bore green facings) also served with artillery, dragoon and
light infantry regiments.

Statistically, the death and desertion attrition rate for the Volunteers was approximately seven-tenths of their total
number, thereby raising questions about the regiment's combat efficiency and devotion to duty. Other loyalist
regiments were more effective: New York's DeLancey's Brigade, for example, suffered only a three-tenths attrition
rate.

As the war drew to a close in 1783, many of the regiment's officers began to flee the United States fearing
persecution, hatred and retaliation from their former neighbors. Most fled to British provinces in Canada, principally
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, while others returned to England to retire or to seek commissions in the Crown's
forces. As for the rank-and-file, records indicate that some managed the journey to the northern provinces via British
transport, but most, if they were not able to attain a character voucher for passage on a British vessel, were probably
left behind. Only 12 officers of the Volunteers (mostly surgeons) remained in the colonies. Half of these were
prosecuted by the New Jersey Council of Safety for their actions during the war.

This series consists of manuscripts collected by Adjutant-General William S. Stryker (1867-1900). The documents
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were simply arranged chronologically by battalion, thereby obscuring their original order and provenance. Typed
transcriptions of most of the manuscripts were prepared by R. Herbert Breintnall, who served as Adjutant-General
from 1902 to 1909. These copies have been left in the collection.

The eight documents at the beginning of the series pertain generally to all four battalions or to the fifth and sixth (later
disbanded) battalions. Included is correspondence regarding the status of certain battalions of the Volunteers and a
muster roll for Capt. Cozzen's Company of the West Jersey Volunteers. This unit was disbanded in 1778, its officers
placed on half pay and most of its men absorbed into other battalions of the New Jersey Volunteers. Cozzen retained
his captaincy and had his commission transferred to the Volunteers’ second battalion.

The remaining records are largely the bookkeeping of the first through fourth battalions of New Jersey’s Loyalist
regiment. The documents span the period July 1776 to October 1783, though most date from the latter war, i.e., after
1779. The organization and frequency of the records reflect the bookkeeping practices of the British Army.

There are six principal categories of records for each battalion, as follows:

 

1. Summary of Battalion Strength by Rank and Company. Included in this category are records that
summarize battalion strength for two-month periods. Listed by company commander, the summaries
tally the number of men serving in each rank for each company and then give a grand total.
Appended to the charts are pay updates for individual soldiers which detail when new men were
enlisted or when deaths and other "casualties" took place. In addition, the charts often tally
detachments to British regiments.

 

2. Total Pay Owed Battalion by Rank. These accountings, calculated from the statistics found within the
first category above, record the total pay owed to each battalion, again on a bi-monthly basis. They
are often appended with the lists of hospital expenses and payment records for the quartermaster,
paymaster and surgeon, who were paid every four months.

 
3. Pay Due Individual Soldiers, by Company. The third category contains the records of payment due

individual soldiers. In the form of short notes, these records account for additions or subtractions from
a soldier's pay.

 
4. Lists of Battalion Sick, by Company. This category provides lists of battalion sick by company,

recording the names of the infirm, their ailments and their whereabouts.

 5. Bounty Due New Recruits. These are self-explanatory.

 

6. Miscellaneous Documents. Included here are miscellaneous documents that do not fit into the
parameters of the first five categories. Field returns, for example, enumerate by rank the physical
condition of the battalion and combatants, i.e. sick in the hospital, on guard, dead, deserted, or under
arms, and record the battalion's location. Also included in the field returns are lists of men returned
from imprisonment by the rebels and muster rolls of various detachments. Other documents of interest
in this section include the commission of an officer, a list of men recommended for commission and a
character voucher for two soldiers who wished to go to Nova Scotia.

The documents listed in the last two sections pertain to other loyalist regiments. This includes the King's American
Dragoons, a loyalist cavalry regiment. The Dragoons were led by Lt. Col. Sir Benjamin Thomas and were recruited
chiefly from Long Island loyalists. They numbered no more than 300 throughout the course of the war and suffered
moderate casualties in their engagements, all of which occurred during the latter part of the war.

Finally, five items relating to non-New Jersey loyalist regiments are listed in the last section. Included are individual
items from the British Legion, the Pennsylvania Loyalists, and the West Florida Royal Foresters.

NOTE: A card file in the State Archives’ Manuscript Reading Room provides access to names included in manuscript
numbers 1-L through 203-L.
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1 Nos. 1L - 75L
2 Nos. 76L - 143L
3 Nos. 144L - 222L

Contents - Manuscripts

General Documents Pertaining to the New Jersey Volunteers

Doc. No. Description of Document

194-L List of "qualified men" on Staten Island, April 1777 [original]
1-L List of commission dates of officers in the regiment, no date [copy]
5-L Record of status and location of various recruits, no date [copy]
104-L List of officers for each of the six battalions and dates of their commissions, no date [copy]
195-L Mustermaster's report on status of various men in different battalions and companies, no date [original]
201-L Record of bounty due recruits in the 5th battalion, no date [original]
207-L Correspondence regarding the status of Gen. Skinner's Brigade (the N.J. Volunteers) from 

Mustermaster General E. Winslow to Lt. Col. Innes. Long Island, October 21, 1777 [copy]
209-L Muster roll for Capt. Cozzen's Company of West N.J. Volunteers stationed on Long Island, 

July 1778 [copy]

First Battalion

Section 1: Summary of Battalion Strength by Rank and Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date

133-L  original Aug. 17__ Oct. 17__
105-L  original June 1779 Aug. 1779
106-L  original Feb. 1780 Apr. 1780
107-L  original Apr. 1780 June 1780
109-L enumerates men on detachment original Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
110-L enumerates men on detachment original Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781
112-L enumerates men on detachment original June 1781 Aug. 1781
113-L  original Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
115-L enumerates men on detachment original Oct. 1781 Dec. 1781
116-L enumerates men on detachment original Dec. 1781 Feb. 1782
118-L enumerates men on detachment original Apr. 1782 June 1782
120-L  original June 1782 Aug. 1782
127-L  original Apr. 1783 June 1783
14-L [copy of 109-L] copy Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
79-L [copy of 133-L] copy Aug. 17__ Oct. 17__
9-L [copy of 105-L] copy June 1779 Aug. 1779
11-L [copy of 106-L] copy Feb. 1780 Aug. 1780
12-L [copy of 107-L] copy Apr. 1780 June 1780
15-L [copy of 110-L] copy Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781
16-L [copy of 112-L] copy June 1781 Aug. 1781
18-L [copy of 113-L] copy Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
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20-L [copy of 115-L] copy Oct. 1781 Dec. 1781
21-L [copy of 116-L] copy Dec. 1781 Feb. 1782
24-L [copy of 118-L] copy Apr. 1782 June 1782
26-L [copy of 120-L] copy June 1782 Aug. 1782
23-L [copy of 127-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
43-L  copy June 1783 Aug. 1783

Section 2: Total Pay Owed Battalion by Rank

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
111-L lists officers and recruits original June 1781 Aug. 1781
114-L lists officers and recruits original Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
117-L lists officers original Apr. 1782 June 1782
121-L lists officers and recruits original June 1782 Aug. 1782
119-L lists officers and recruits original June 1782 Aug. 1782
123-L  original Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
125-L lists officers original Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
126-L breakdown by rank and company original Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
128-L q-master, paymaster & surgeon's pay; lists

officers
original Apr. 1783 June 1783

130-L lists officers original June 1783 Aug. 1783
131-L paymaster & surgeon's pay; lists officers original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
132-L paymaster & surgeon's pay; lists officers original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
17-L [copy of 111-L] copy June 1781 Aug. 1781
19-L [copy of 114-L] copy Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
22-L [copy of 117-L] copy Apr. 1782 June 1782
25-L [copy of 119-L] copy June 1782 Aug. 1782
27-L [copy of 121-L] copy June 1782 Aug. 1782
32-L [copy of 123-L] copy Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
35-L [copy of 125-L] copy Dec. 1782 Feb.1783
36-L [copy of 126-L] copy Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
37-L [copy of 128-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
38-L [copy of 130-L] copy June 1783 Aug. 1783
39-L [copy of 132-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
40-L [copy of 131-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783

Section 3: Pay Due Individual Soldiers, by Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
122-L  original June1782 June 1782
129-L  original June 1782 June 1782
28-L [copy of 122-L] copy May 1781 June 1782
29-L [copy of 129-L] copy June 1782 June 1782

Section 4: Lists of Battalion Sick, by Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
6-L  copy Dec. 1778 Dec. 1778
10-L illness and location of soldier copy Sep. 1779 Sep. 1779
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31-L illness and location of soldier copy Sep. 1782 Sep. 1782

Section 5: Bounty Due New Recruits

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
198-L  original No Date No Date
7-L breakdown by company copy Feb. 1779 June 1779
8-L  copy Apr. 1779 Apr. 1779

Section 6: Miscellaneous Documents

Doc. No. Description of Document
108-L Field return, May 1780 [original]
13-L Field return, May 1780 [copy of 108-L]
124-L Field return, January 1783 [original]
34-L Field return, January 1783 [copy of 124-L]
30-L List of returned P.O.W.s, September 1782 [copy]
42-L Certificate that a soldier was captured, not a deserter, and is therefore due pay, 

May 1783 [copy]
41-L Character voucher for two men so they may be transported to Nova Scotia, August 1783
44-L Remarks on location of soldiers, no date [copy]
197-L Remarks on location of soldiers, [nearly identical to 44-L], no date [original]
204-L Order of Lt. Col. James Webster, 33rd Foot, to Col. Elisha Lawrence, First Battalion,

for the return of a horse, saddle, and bridle to Richard Stockton, Esq.,
December 29, 1776 [copy]

206-L Receipt for soap and tobacco issued by Lt. John Taylor to First Battalion, June 4, 1777
208-L List of men recommended for discharge from the First and Third Battalion (as well as 

one from DeLancy's Brigade's First Battalion) by E. Winslow, Mustermaster General of 
provincial forces, June 24, 1778 [copy]

Second Battalion

Section 1: Summary of Battalion Strength by Rank and Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
134-L enumerates men on detachment original Feb. 1780 Apr. 1780
135-L enumerates men on detachment; lists new

recruits
original Aug. 1780 Oct. 1780

136-L lists recruits receiving bounty original Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
137-L enumerates men on detachment; lists new

recruits
original Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781

138-L  original Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
139-L enumerates men on detachment original Apr. 1781 June 1781
141-L  original Dec. 1782 Feb.1783
145-L  original Apr. 1783 June 1783
149-L  original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
143-L  original No Date Apr. 1783
9-L  copy June 1779 Aug. 1779
46-L [copy of 134-L] copy Aug. 1780 Oct. 1780
47-L [copy of 135-L] copy Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
48-L [copy of 136-L] copy Oct. 1780 Dec. 1781
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49-L [copy of 137-L] copy Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781
50-L [copy of 138-L] copy Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
51-L [copy of 139-L] copy Apr. 1781 June 1781
53-L [copy of 141-L] copy Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
57-L [copy of 145-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
61-L [copy of 149-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
55-L [copy of 143-L] copy No Date Apr. 1783

Section 2: Total Pay Owed Battalion by Rank

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
140-L lists officers and recruits original Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
142-L lists officers and recruits original Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
146-L lists officers original June 1783 Aug. 1783
147-L paymaster & surgeon's pay; lists officers original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
148-L paymaster & surgeon's pay; lists officers original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
52-L [copy of 140-L] copy Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
54-L [copy of 142-L] copy Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
56-L paymaster & surgeon's pay copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
58-L [copy of 146-L] copy June 1783 Aug. 1783
59-L [copy of 147-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
60-L [copy of 148-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783

Section 3: Pay Due Individual Soldiers, by Company - no records

Section 4: Lists of Battalion Sick, by Company - no records    

Section 5: Bounty Due New Recruits

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
2-L physical description of 1 man copy Apr. 1778 Apr. 1778
45-L  copy Aug. 1779 Aug. 1779

Section 6: Miscellaneous Documents

Doc. No. Description of Document    

199-L Muster roll of detachment at Ft. Kniphausen, February 1778 [original]   
203-L Commission of William Van Dumond appointing him as Lieutenant, Second Battalion, [?] 19, 1776

[copy]

Third Battalion

Section 1: Summary of Battalion Strength by Rank and Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
151-L  original Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
152-L  original June 1781 Dec. 1781
153-L  original Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
158-L  original Dec. 1781 Feb. 1782
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161-L  original Apr. 1782 June 1782
163-L  original June 1782 Aug. 1782
165-L enumerates prisoners of rebels original Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
169-L enumerates prisoners of rebels original Oct. 1782 Dec. 1782
170-L enumerates prisoners of rebels original Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
174-L enumerates prisoners of rebels original Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
177-L enumerates prisoners of rebels original Apr. 1783 June 1783
179-L  original June 1783 Oct. 1783
180-L  original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
64-L [copy of 151-L] copy Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
65-L [copy of 152-L] copy June 1781 Dec. 1781
66-L [copy of 153-L] copy Aug. 1781 Oct. 1781
71-L [copy of 158-L] copy Dec. 1781 Feb. 1782
74-L [copy of 161-L] copy Apr. 1782 June 1782
76-L [copy of 163-L] copy June 1782 Aug. 1782
78-L [copy of 165-L] copy Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
83-L [copy of 169-L] copy Oct. 1782 Dec. 1782
84-L [copy of 170-L] copy Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
88-L [copy of 174-L] copy Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
91-L [copy of 177-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
93-L [copy of 179-L] copy June 1783 Oct. 1783
94-L [copy of 181-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783

Section 2: Total Pay Owed Battalion by Rank   

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
181-L surgeon & paymaster's pay; lists officers original Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
160-L lists officers original Apr. 1782 June 1782
162-L lists officers original June 1782 Aug. 1782
166-L lists officers original Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
167-L [corrected version of 166-L] original Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
168-L paymaster & surgeon's pay original Oct. 1782 Dec. 1782
171-L lists officers original Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
173-L lists officers original Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
175-L paymaster & surgeon's pay original Apr. 1783 June 1783
176-L corrected version of 175-L] original Apr. 1783 June 1783
178-L lists officers original June 1783 Aug. 1783
73-L [copy of 160-L] copy Apr. 1782 June 1782
75-L [copy of 162-L] copy June 1782 Aug. 1782
80-L [copy of 166-L] copy Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
81-L [copy of 167-L] copy Aug. 1782 Oct. 1782
82-L [copy of 168-L] copy Oct. 1782 Dec. 1782
85-L [copy of 171-L] copy Dec. 1782 Feb. 1783
87-L [copy of 173-L] copy Feb. 1783 Apr. 1783
89-L [copy of 175-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
90-L [copy of 176-L] copy Apr. 1783 June 1783
92-L [copy of 178-L] copy June 1783 Aug. 1783
95-L [copy of 181-L] copy Aug. 1783 Oct. 1783
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Section 3: Pay Due Individual Soldiers, by Company   

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
182-L returned prisoners original Aug. 1779 June 1783
157-L returned prisoners original Aug. 1779 Aug. 1782
156-L returned prisoners original Oct. 1780 June 1782
159-L paymaster and surgeon's pay original Dec. 1781 June 1782
164-L returned prisoners original June 1782 June 1783
70-L [copy of 157-L] copy Aug. 1779 Aug. 1782
63-L [copy of 182-L] copy Aug. 1779 June 1783
69-L [copy of 156-L] copy Oct. 1780 June 1782
72-L [copy of 159-L] copy Dec. 1781 June 1782
77-L [copy of 164-L] copy June 1782 June 1783

Section 4. List of Sick by Company   

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
154-L illness, status, location of men original May 1782 May 1782
67-L [copy of 154-L] copy May 1782 May 1782

Section 5: Bounty Due New Recruits - no records   

Section 6: Miscellaneous Documents   

Doc No. Description of Document
3-L Commission of Capt. D. Alston, July 1776 [copy]
150-L Account of Gen. Skinner with third battalion, April to May 1777 [original]
62-L Account of Gen Skinner with third battalion, April to May 1777 [copy of 150-L]
155-L Muster roll of imprisoned men, June 1782 [original]
68-L Muster roll of imprisoned men, June 1782 [copy of 155-L]
172-L Field return, January 1783 [original]
86-L Field return, January 1783 [copy of 172-L]
205-L Correspondence from Capt. David Alston, Third Battalion, to Col. Dangan. May 17, 1777
208-L List of men recommended for discharge from the First and Third Battalions (as well as one from

DeLancy's Brigade's First Battalion) by E. Winslow, Mustermaster General of provincial forces. June 24,
1778 [copy]

210-L Correspondence regarding "subsistence due the commissioned officers" of the Third Battalion from
Mustermaster General E. Winslow to Col. Innes. September 7, 1778 [copy]

211-L Receipt for provisions issued to the Third Battalion by Commissary General D. Wier. Lloyd's Neck,
February 27 to March 5, 1781.

212-L Receipt for five gallons of vinegar issued to the regimental hospital of the Third Battalion by
Commissary General D. Wier. Lloyd's Neck, March 27, 1781.

Fourth Battalion

Section 1: Summary of Battalion Strength by Rank and Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
185-L  original Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
187-L  original Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781
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184-L  original [Apr.] 1780 June 1780
188-L  original Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
189-L  original Apr. 1781 June 1781
98-L [copy of 185-L] copy Oct. 1780 Dec. 1780
100-L [copy of 187-L] copy Dec. 1780 Feb. 1781
97-L [copy of 184-L] copy [Apr.] 1780 June 1780
101-L [copy of 188-L] copy Feb. 1781 Apr. 1781
102-L [copy of 189-L] copy Apr. 1781 June 1781

Section 2: Total Pay Owed Battalion by Rank - no records

Section 3: Pay Due Individual Soldiers, by Company - no records

Section 4: Lists of Sick by Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
186-L men in regimental hospital original Dec. 1780 Dec. 1780
99-L [copy of 186-L] copy Dec. 1780 Dec. 1780

Section 5: Bounty Due New Recruits by Company

Doc. No. Additional Information Given Doc. Form Begin Date End Date
183-L enlistment date original Feb. 1779 Apr. 1779
96-L [copy of 183-L] copy Feb. 1779 Apr. 1779
200-L date of enlistment copy Apr. 1779 June 1779

Section 6: Miscellaneous Documents

Doc. No. Description of Document   
191-L Men recommended for commission, August 1780 [original]
4-L Men recommended for commission, August 1780 [original]
190-L Muster roll of detachment on guard at Sandy Hook Light House, September 1781

[original]
103-L Muster roll of detachment on guard at Sandy Hook Light House, September 1781 

[copy of 190-L]

Missing Documents: 144-L, 192-L, 193-L, 196-L

King's American Dragoons

Doc. No. Description of Document

213-L Receipt for provisions for four men issued to the Dragoons by Commissary General D. Wier. June
23-26, 1781.

214-L Receipts for provisions issued to the Dragoons, women and children by Deputy Commissary General
P. Paumier. February 22 to April 28, 1782. (3 items).

215-L “Returns of Forage” (receipts) for horses and horse rations alotted to the Dragoons by Commissary
General B. Watson. May 26, 1782 to February 13, 1783. (5 items).

216-L Receipt for provisions issued one member of the Dragoons by Commissary General B. Watson.
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December 23-29, 1782.

217-L Receipt for wood, coal and candles issued to the Dragoons by Deputy Commissary G. Brinley. April
7-20, 1783. (3 items).

218-L Receipt for forage issued to the Dragoons by Commissary General B. Watson. February 10-16,
1783.

Other Non-New Jersey Loyalist Regiments

Doc. No. Description of Document

202-L Order Book, George Crawford, British Army, April - June, 1778.

219-L Summary of company strength by rank for four companies of the Pennsylvania Loyalists. August 25,
1782.

220-L Muster roll of Capt. A. Christie's Company of the West Florida Royal Foresters. December 25, 1781.

221-L Receipts for provisions issued to the Cavalry of the British Legion, women and children. September
2-8, 1782. Two items.

222-L List of loyalist units and commanding officers, n.d. [copy].

Created November 2004 

If you have any questions about the information in this collection guide, please contact njarchives@sos.state.nj.us
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