
The 18th annual Kaleidoscope Kids 
Summer Academy offers five individual 
weeks of learning and fun for youngsters 
interested in science and engineering.  If 
you are 6 to12 years old, and like to use 
your curiosity, powers of observation and 
problem-solving abilities, we invite you to 
join us at the New Jersey State Museum. 
 

We offer a wide variety of learning  
experiences - not just things to see - but 
also things to handle and use, share with 
other youngsters and adults, develop as 
projects, and take home to keep.  You can 
learn about the sciences from the Museumõs 
specimens and exhibitions, study with  
expert science teachers and meet with  
practicing scientists.  You will travel to 
different places each week to seek and  
participate in sciences in action.  You will 
help solve problems when a scientist asks 
you to find an answer and explain it to  
others.  You will learn of the latest discov-
eries by the State Museumõs scientists, even 
before the information is announced to the 
world! 
 

There will be plenty to see and do, and you 
will have a great time, learning, meeting 
friends, exploring new places and telling 

others about your discov-
eries.  Each week, you and 
your friends will also have 
an artistic experience 
about what youõve 
learned, demonstrating 
and performing it for  
family and friends.  
 
 

About the  

2008 Summer Academy 

To Parents:  Each of the five weeks is  
devoted to a different aspect technology.  
All five fields are part of the Museumõs 
featured educational programs, but the 
Summer Academy provides an opportunity 
for more thorough and wide-ranging learn-
ing.  The Museumõs long-term and changing 
exhibitions serve as introductory experi-
ences, and the Museumõs scientists and the 
Summer Academyõs certified science teach-
ers will expand upon these subjects with 
greater detail than a classroom lesson can 
provide.  Children may attend any combina-
tion of weeks, since each weekly subject is 
independent of the others, and there is no 
duplication of content among them.  Stu-
dents will be divided into two age groups - 
ages 6-9 and ages10-12 years (20 per 
group).  Instruction and activities will be 
held at the Museum on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday.  Wednesday will fea-
ture a field trip.  Museum afternoons will 
be devoted to creative activities, presented 
by teaching artists from Young Audiences 
(Arts for Learning) New Jersey.  These 
activities will reinforce the morning lessons, 
but will also provide an enjoyable learning 
environment.  There will be a presentation 
to family and friends on Friday afternoons.  
 

For youngsters, ages 6 to 12 (child must 
have completed kindergarten). 
$175 per week per child; $150 per week per 
child for State Employees and Friends of the 
State Museum.  (Call 609-394-5310 about 
Friends Membership.) 
 

$40 per child per week non-refundable de-
posit required with registration. 
 

CAMP HOURS:  9 am to 3 pm; Extended 
Day from 3 to 4:30 pm available @ $15/
day/child. 

www.newjerseystatemuseum.org 
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Technology for Everyone 

2008 Kaleidoscope Kids 

Summer Academy 
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Age was not very long ago; many adults 
can remember the time before there 

were any astronauts!  Now 
space age technology has 
brought new and valuable 
things into communica-
tions, transportation, and 
even medical research.  
Drawing upon the  

Museumõs resources in astronomy and 
space exploration, the Academy partici-
pants will learn about the rapid develop-
ment of flight technologies, and the chal-
lenge of escaping into orbits and outer 
space.  A field trip will reveal the latest 
things in transportation and the tech-
nologies that support it. 

 
Week Five - August 4-8: 
Future Visions! 
During all of its history, New Jersey has 
been on the òfrontieró of discoveries and 
inventions, notably in communications, 
transportation, medi-
cine and so-called òhigh 
technologies.ó  What 
will the future bring to 
us, and how soon?  
Among the most prom-
ising new technologies are new ways of 
harnessing energy, which makes all 
things possible.  A field trip to research 
facilities in Princeton will show our 
Academy learners how to view the fu-
ture, and start to become part of it! 

Week One - July 7-11: 
Prehistoric Technologies 
The men and women who invented 

wheels, spear points, 
pottery, and baskets 
were the technologists 
of their time, using 
their vision and skills 
to make life easier and 

better!  Although these inventions 
took place during the past, much has 
been learned about them through the 
science of archaeology and the study of 
world cultures.  Academy students 
will learn about the archaeological 
record of what is now New Jersey and 
study the skills that were learned in the 
past.  They will be able to practice 
some of these skills.  There will be a 
field trip to an archaeological site. 

 
Week Two - July 14-18: 
Early American Technology 
More than five hundred years ago, 
people new to America began arriving 
from other continents.  They brought 
much of their technology and culture 
with them, but they 
needed to develop 
new skills and tools in 
order to live in the 
New World.  They 
learned about new 
kinds of plant and animal resources, 
methods of farming, means of trade 

Weekly Offerings 

and exchange, and other ways to survive 
and make a new culture in America.  The 
Academy learners will see and try out 
some of these methods and the tools that 
were needed.  There will be a field trip 
to another museum that specializes in 
these artifacts of colonial America. 

 
Week Three - July 21-25: 
The Industrial Age 
Much of the vision of America as an in-
dustrial nation began in New Jersey, 
where the Falls of the 
Passaic River were 
seen as a source of 
power, the excellent 
ports could provide 
for shipping, and the 
mineral resources 
were a promising source of iron, copper 
and zinc.  As the new nation developed, 
New Jersey was as much an industrial 
state as a Garden State; Thomas Edison 
was one of Americaõs greatest technolo-
gists.  The Academyõs young industrial-
ists will learn of some of these operations 
and will get a chance to try out some of 
the tasks that were part of them, such as 
cloth processing.  There will be a field 
trip with a historical industry theme. 

 
Week Four - July 28-August 1: 
The Space Age 
Americaõs successful entry into the Space 

Kaleidoscope Kids 

2008 Summer Academy 

Check the week(s) you wish to enroll your child 

in the Kaleidoscope Kids Summer Academy. 

Week One: July 7-11 ñ Prehistoric Technologies 

Week Two: July 14-18 ñ Early American Technology 

Week Three: July 21-25 ñ The Industrial Age 

Week Four: July 28-August 1 ñ The Space Age 

Week Five: August 4-8 ñ Future Visions! 

Programs and Field Trips are subject to change. 

Parents of children in need of financial assistance may 

apply for a scholarship.  Please call 609-292-6310, 

weekdays, for an application. 
 

For more information, 

contact the New Jersey State Museumõs 

Bureau of Education at 609-292-6310, 

weekdays from 8:30 am to 4 pm. 
 

Make checks payable to: 

Friends of the New Jersey State Museum 
 

Mail to: 

Bureau of Education 

New Jersey State Museum 

PO Box 530 

Trenton, NJ  08625-0530  

 
______________________________________________ 

Childõs Name 

______________________________________________ 

Childõs Date of Birth 

______________________________________________ 

Childõs Age on July 1, 2008 

______________________________________________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian Name 

______________________________________________ 

Street Address 

______________________________________________ 

City 

______________________________________________ 

State                                         Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Home Telephone 

______________________________________________ 

Work Telephone 

______________________________________________ 

Cell Telephone 

 
______________________________________________ 
Amount of Deposit (# of children x $40 x # of weeks) 


