Secretary’s Report to the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture
August 26, 2026

Rice Grasshopper Surveys: Staff have completed the first of two surveys for the non-native Rice Grasshopper; Oxya chinensis at several Burlington County sites. The only U.S. population recorded for this grasshopper is in New Jersey, where it has been studied since 2024. O. chinensis is native to Asia and considered “quarantine-significant” by APHIS PPQ. One focus for our 2026 survey is on comparing the size of mid-season specimens to that of adults collected later in the season. The physical size of a grasshopper can be a concern with regards to swarming (where “grasshoppers” are referred to as “locusts”).

Farm to School: Planning for New Jersey Farm to School Week, scheduled for September 21–25, continued throughout the month with coordination of a statewide itinerary of school, district, and farm visits. Planning efforts focused on confirming participating sites, coordinating schedules and NJDA staff attendance, developing event purposes, press releases, organizing award presentations, and preparing materials for each visit. The week will highlight a variety of Farm to School initiatives, including local food procurement, school gardens and outdoor education, hydroponic and farm-to-table programs, FFVP collaboration, and partnerships between schools and local farmers, showing the diverse ways Farm to School programs are being implemented and sustained across the state.

Summer EBT: As of Monday, August 10, 2026, the Department of Human Services confirmed that more than $56.5 million in Federal Summer EBT benefits have been redeemed, representing 67.76-percent of total benefits issued. Four weeks remain for school food authorities (SFAs) to upload newly eligible students. The Summer EBT operational period ends August 31, 2026. The deadline for SFAs to submit file uploads for newly eligible students as of August 31 and/or address changes is Friday, September 11, 2026. 

Jersey Fresh and School Milk: Work continues with a plant willing to segregate milk for both Jersey Fresh and the School Lunch Local Program. The plant is looking to bring on New Jersey producers but also to balance the plant in times of excess milk. Balancing is critical as the industry standard is anywhere from $2,200 to $3,000 per tanker penalty for balancing a plant if they have sluggish sales or excess milk ordered. The section has not been able to discover a price that processors are paying for tankers if they are short on milk, as those tankers do require a premium on the open market. With the customer base becoming more intergraded, this could require premiums being generated within a vertical market. 

Livestock Processing: Work continues with nine new or existing processors at various steps of grant applications or building projects. It appears tight equity is a key factor. Each have explored grant options or lending to continue their projects. One new, small-ruminant operation is requesting technical support. Others have expressed an interest in alternative dairy production and Department staff are re-evaluating an alternative dairy development project which would operate under an innovation center concept once established.

NJ Film Commission Introduction and Discussion: New Jersey Film Commission representatives attended a recent SADC meeting to present on the increased interest in film production on New Jersey farmland. Jon Crowley, the Commission’s Executive Director, and staff gave an overview of the Commission's role in promoting the state’s film industry. SADC staff reiterated that filming on Preserved Premises is considered a non-ag use and thus prohibited at this time. An SADC subcommittee was formed to explore future possibilities.

Farm Bill/Tri-National Accord Meeting: Secretary Wengryn is in touch with leaders in this and other states to discuss strategy for ensuring the kind of agriculture prominent in this region is adequately reflected in the next federal Farm Bill. A significant piece toward that end also will be the focus of the Tri-National According meeting in Canada on September 28-October 1, which Secretary Wengryn will attend. The Accord is a longstanding commitment among senior state and provincial agricultural officials from Canada, Mexico, and the U.S.

Mexican Bean Beetle (MBB): Field personnel are monitoring 50 soybean fields in Central and Southern New Jersey for the 2026 MBB biocontrol program, with the fields divided among counties as: seven in Cumberland, nine in Salem, four in Gloucester, nine in Burlington, five in Mercer, three in Middlesex, one in Ocean, and 12 in Monmouth. All fields in the program were surveyed at least once weekly, while some were surveyed twice, totaling 300 surveys this month. A total of 25 releases of the parasitoid wasp P. foveolatus were conducted by field staff in these monitored soybean fields. This resulted in a total of 25,000 adult wasps being released. 

NJDA Divisions Brochure: The quad‑fold NJDA Divisions brochure is in its final revision stage. Input on shortened division profiles is being finalized. Each summary will include a QR code linking to its full divisional profile article featured throughout the past months in New Jersey Farmer.

Woodland Easement Purchase Program: The SADC is drafting rules for the Woodland Preservation Program and is still seeking input to identify woodland characteristics important to our stakeholders. This input will help guide targeting, ranking, and formula value criteria, and also help create a new Deed of Easement for this program. For stakeholders interested in providing input for the program rules, please complete the survey (follow the link or QR code): https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/bYPfZpW5kx   
 
Planning for Nuclear Plume Exercise: New Jersey Emergency Support Function 11 (NJESF11), housed within the NJDA, is assisting the Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness and the Office of Emergency Management in creating an “ingestion pathway” exercise centered around a radioactive plume escaping from the Salem Nuclear Power Plant. Agriculture’s lead role in this exercise comes from questions involving the safety of agricultural products exposed to radiation and long-term restrictions on planting crops in “contaminated” ground.       

Drought Disaster Designation: On August 13, USDA issued a Secretarial disaster designation affecting New Jersey for drought conditions. Mercer and Monmouth Counties were designated as primary natural disaster areas, with Burlington, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Ocean, and Somerset counties designated as contiguous counties. A Pennsylvania drought designation also included some New Jersey counties as contiguous disaster counties. 

Pathology Examinations and Testing: The Pathology Laboratory Section for the month of July 2026 completed a total of 825 tests and/or procedures. Tests and/or procedures included gross necropsy examination; histopathologic (microscopic), immunohistochemical, and parasitological preparation and evaluation; and additional diagnostic tests in other laboratory sections (e.g., bacteriology, virology, and molecular diagnostics). Cases involved diagnostic testing for disease and/or cause of death diagnosis and routine and/or sporadic disease surveillance for large and small ruminants, companion animals, and exotic/zoo species; assessment of backyard and small flock health issues; large-scale flock disease; law enforcement forensic investigation and animals exhibiting neurologic symptoms. 

Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP): Following review and selection by the Grants Committee, 18 projects have been selected for funding through this program. USDA revisions currently are underway, with projects slated to formally receive awards by October 1.
 




