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Storybook Cafe is immersive
learning through literature
and recipes featuring local
food. Each resource represents
diverse cultures and monthly
celebrations.
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https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/educators/lessons/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gHGpH2eQx0&list=PLbiGz4rV6fcBCdIAcFxCFnU_-ytnyI348&index=18

SPRING 2026

TOP TOMATO l
SPRING 2026 James P. Klett

SHINING A SPOTLIGHT ON THOSE MAKING
A DIFFERENCE IN FARM TO SCHOOL

Fairgrown Farms

“I've been telling everyone that the cider pressing
was the highlight of my career so far.”
-James Klett

James Klett, co-owner of Fairgrown Farm, is being recognized
as our “Top Tomato” for his commitment to providing New
Jersey schools locally grown and for his agricultural
educational outreach.

Fairgrown Farms was founded in 2019 as a small direct-to-
consumer vegetable farm. Today, Fairgrown has evolved into
a food hub, partnering with over 40 farms across New Jersey
and eastern Pennsylvania. This growth has positioned
Fairgrown as an "Ambassador’ farm, creating a bridge
between farmers and educational institutions.

A highlight of James’s work is his collaboration with
school districts to enrich Farm to School education.
By organizing in-school events like cider pressings
and apple tastings, as well as on-site farm
experiences such as field trips and workshops.
Additionally, their partnerships with Maschio's and
Pomptonian ensure that the Farm to School
initiative extends to school cafeterias, providing
students with fresh, locally sourced meals.

for the entire community.

benefits of local produce.
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Fairgrown Farm's commitment to education extends
beyond produce; they aim to become experts in
building educational partnerships, allowing their
partner farms to focus on farming while they
navigate institutional collaborations. This dedication
highlights their belief in the transformative power of
Farm to School education, not just for students but

Fairgrown Farm's story is one of growth, community,
and education, embodying the spirit of New Jersey's
agricultural sector. For more
fairgrownfarm.com and join them in celebrating the

information, visit


http://fairgrownfarm.com/

SPRING 2026 VOL. 34

JERSEY | FRESH

Farm to School

| Thank You,NJ Farmers!

Celebrating 7 Years of
Agricultural Education
and Local Food in
NJ Schools

Know a farmer making a
positive impact?
Submit a nomination here for
ecogniton Award.

E

Drop The Beet
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0cN2UAI4n0uzauCkG9ZCp0tCGiJqeUFNs4nQtu1YH2VUQUlIRDdKWU9ZUEtWMzdLV0NLRUxWTkk5MS4u

JERSEY FRESH TASTE KITCHEN

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

REGISTER HERE:

e April 8, 2026 in Hillside Click Here
e April 15, 2026 in Blackwood Click Here
e May 6, 2026 in Vineland Click Here

ILLSIDE
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

e School Food Service

e School Nutritionists

* Food & Garden Educators
WHAT'S INCLUDED:
+/ Hands-on activities:

V Collaboration across roles & sectors

The workshop is funded through the USDA
USDA Farm to School Formula Grant. =_/"'

Jersey Tastes! Monthly Activity Center

NJ DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF FOOD & NUTRITION

@FARMTOSCHOOLNJ #F2SWEEK
JERSEY FRESH FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

TAG US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM:

#JERSEYTASTES

P.0. BOX 334
TRENTON, NJ 08625 @ OR EMAIL YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES TO
NEW JERSEY PHONE: 609.292.8662 NEWJERSEYF2S@AG.NJ.GOV
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE EMAIL: NEWJERSEYF2S@AG.NJ.GOV
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https://www.facebook.com/farmtoschoolnj/
https://www.instagram.com/farmtoschoolnj/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61335546-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944105-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944538-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61335546-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61335546-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944105-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944105-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944105-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944105-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944538-jersey
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5A92EA0FCC70-61944538-jersey
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Kale%20March%20HOM.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Kale%20March%20HOM.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Spinach%20April%20HOM.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Spinach%20April%20HOM.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Asparagus%20May.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/farmtoschool/programs/Asparagus%20May.pdf

