






























County of Passaic 
Department of Planning and Economic Development 
930 Riverview Drive, Suite 250 
Totowa, New Jersey 07512 
(973) 569-4040 (973) 812-3450 Fax     www.passaiccountynj.org 

 
MICHAEL LYSICATOS  AICP, PP 
 Director 

January 8, 2020 
 

Susan E. Payne, Executive Director 
State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) 
P.O. Box 330 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 
 
Re:  Special Occasion Event (SOE) on preserved farmland proposal 
 
Dear Ms. Payne: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. On behalf of the Passaic County Agriculture 
Development Board, please accept these comments as our initial response to the proposed changes: 

• We agree that all farms should be treated equally, and expanding this program beyond wineries is 
only fair as we wish to see all farmers be sustainable and do well; 

• A formal definition of Special Occasion Events should be provided; 
• A standard checklist, generated by the SADC, along with additional guidelines would be 

necessary to ensure uniformity; 
• We have concerns on the ban of new permanent infrastructure, as the rule proposal says 

temporary improvements only – if new infrastructure complies with other rules of preserved 
farmland they should be allowed to support events, which in turn support the farm. 

• The issue of monitoring, as brought up by other CADBs, could be a hugely cumbersome and 
frankly unrealistic charge for CADBs and staff to undertake, and as such, coordination should be 
handled between the municipalities and the SADC (considering that New Jersey is a “home rule” 
state, and local officials, such as police, fire, health and zoning personnel, would be more 
involved and have more jurisdictional authority as it currently stands); 

• That said, we agree that there must be penalties for any violations, i.e., a first warning with 
meaningful consequences (monetary fine or otherwise) and if continued, a loss of Farmland 
Assessment (again, this would be the responsibility of the municipality); 

• We believe that 50 annual events is too large a number; no more than 25 Special Occasion Events 
should be considered standard, and if more are requested, then a Permit-by-Rule could be 
implemented; 

• We also think that at least 20% of the food served in a farm-to-table manner (in season) should 
come from the crops grown on the preserved farm, if applicable; 

• Finally, and this rings especially true in Passaic County, soil productivity should not be a relevant 
factor in determining permission for these Special Occasion Events. 

 
Again, thank you for this opportunity to comment. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Kathleen M. Caren 
CADB Administrator 
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