________________________________________________

[image: image1.png]New Jersey

SAm_c i

¥, Agriculture

é%l@ D%cclopmem
¥ Committee

Our Growing Heritage




N E W S

             
For Release: July 3, 2007
        
Contact: Hope Gruzlovic (609) 984-2504  

SADC Purchases 87-Acre West Amwell Farm for Farmland Preservation

3 More Hunterdon County Farms Also Added to State Farmland Preservation Roster 
Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Kuperus announced today that the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) has purchased the 87-acre Case Farm in West Amwell Township, Hunterdon County, and the development rights to three additional Hunterdon County farms to ensure their permanent preservation. 
“With the second largest agricultural land base in the state, Hunterdon County is an important area for our farmland preservation efforts,” said Secretary Kuperus, who chairs the SADC. “We are pleased that the preservation of these farms will help keep Hunterdon County green and growing, and our agricultural industry strong, for many years to come.” 
Farmland most commonly is preserved through the sale of development rights, in which landowners retain ownership of their land. In some cases, however, landowners who no longer wish to farm may want to sell their farmland outright. The SADC typically makes several such purchases each year. It then resells the farms at public auctions with deed restrictions permanently protecting the land for agricultural uses. Most recently, the SADC resold the 128-acre former Romano farm in Clinton Township and Lebanon Borough at a public auction on June 22. 
The SADC purchased the Case farm, located on Route 179, outright for $1.656 million. John Case had purchased the farm with his brother in 1950 and they ran a dairy and grain operation until retiring in 1984. The land most recently has been leased for field crops. The SADC has not yet set an auction date for resale of the farm.
The SADC also has purchased the development rights to three additional Hunterdon County farms: the 74-acre Schenker farm on Fairmont Road West in Tewksbury Township; the 110-acre DeCroce farm on Featherbed Road in Kingwood Township, and the 61-acre former Juniper farm on Sandy Ridge Road in Delaware Township. 
The State Agriculture Development Committee administers the state Farmland Preservation Program. To date, more than 158,000 acres of farmland have been permanently preserved statewide, including more than 22,000 acres in Hunterdon County. 
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