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Access to Exception Areas 

 
 
 

 I. Purpose 
 
  To establish a policy on access to exception areas, as defined in N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.2.  

Access means lanes or driveways that provide vehicular ingress and egress to and from 
the exception area. 

 
 II. Authority 
 
  N.J.A.C. 2:76-6.2 
  N.J.A.C. 2:76-10.6  
 
 III. Policy  
 
  A. Severable Exception Areas 
 
   For exception areas that may be severed and subdivided from the preserved 

property, access to the area must be included within the exception area.  The 
access, however, shall not interfere with the agricultural operation.  Furthermore, 
approvals of exception areas shall be conditioned upon the landowner 
acknowledging a right of individuals to cross the access for agricultural purposes.  
This condition will be included in the Deed of Easement provision relating to the 
exception area. 

 
  B. Non-severable Exception Areas 
 
   1. For exception areas that may not be severed or subdivided from the 

preserved property, access to the exception area must be included within 
the exception area if the access is used for exclusively non-agricultural 
purposes (i.e., if the access is used only to provide ingress and egress to 
and from non-agricultural uses on the exception area).  For the purposes 
of this policy, residential buildings on non-severable exception areas are 
deemed to be associated with the agricultural operation on the preserved 
farm and hence are not considered non-agricultural uses. 

  
   For exception areas that may not be severed or subdivided from the 

preserved property, access to the exception area does not need to be 
included within the exception area if the lane or driveway provides 
access to any portion of the farm used for agricultural production or to an 
agricultural use on the exception area, including, but not limited to, farm 
markets. 

 
   2. Landowners who would like to construct a lane or driveway to access a 

non-severable exception area must obtain the approval of the SADC and 
the appropriate CADB.  In deciding whether to grant approval, the SADC 
and CADBs shall consider how much agricultural land will be displaced 
by the driveway, whether the driveway interferes with, or acts as a barrier 
to, the agricultural operation.    
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