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Evaluation 
Factor 

Parameters Notes 

Purpose of Allowing 
Special Occasion 

Events on Preserved 
Farmland 

Recognize “agritourism” as an 
increasingly common on-farm activity 
related to hosting SOEs that provides 
preserved farm landowners opportunity 
for additional income that is accessory to 
the overall farming operation and 
increases community access to 
preserved farmland. 
 
Improve the farm-public interface, and in 
doing so, expand support for NJ farms 
and the Farmland Preservation Program 

Proposed parameters are for 
all preserved farms, both 
wineries and non-wineries. 
 
Must be a “commercial farm” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Defining SOEs 

SOE’s are IN ADDITION TO events that: 
 
• Are eligible to receive Right to Farm 

(RTF) protection 
 

• Are permitted recreational uses 
under the Farmland Preservation 
Program (FPP) deed of easement 

 

Examples of SOEs: public and 
private events – e.g., 
community festivals; 
fundraisers; movie night; 
concerts; weddings; corporate 
gatherings; private parties 

 

Size and Frequency 
For  All Farms 

 

Utilize size and frequency of events, and 
not SOE-derived income, as basis for 
approval. 
 
Total # of events permitted:  
 
Farms with >  $10,000  in agricultural 
production value can hold up to 15 SOEs 
per year 
 

• Up to 2 events can be “large” 
(greater than 250 people at a 
given time)  

 
Farms with >$100,000 in agricultural 
production value can hold up to 26 SOEs 
per year 
 

• Up to  6 events can be “large” 
(greater than 250 people at a 
given time) 

Farms generating < $10,000 in 
agricultural production value 
are not eligible to hold  SOEs 
 
Two brackets of event 
allowability, 15 & 26, related 
to the extent of agricultural 
productivity.  Farms with 
greater ag productivity qualify 
for a greater number of 
events. 
 
Income will be determined 
using existing data (reported 
production acreage from FA1 
forms; FEAC data; NASS data; 
GIS mapping) 
 
Farmer can appeal 
CADB/SADC analysis with farm 
receipts/proofs as needed 
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Ag. Production 
Requirement for 

Processed Output 
 

At least 50% of raw agricultural 
commodity used to process finish 
product (e.g., milk into ice cream; wine 
into grapes) must be grown on the farm 
management unit  

This is not a new standard – 
the SADC long ago clarified 
preserved farms must 
generate at least 51% of ag 
commodities processed  

Duration 

A single event can last not more than 2 
consecutive days (e.g. a weekend 
festival). 
 
Otherwise, an event is considered one 
day. 

 

For example, a 3-day festival 
would count as 2 SOEs. 
 
 
For example, a farm could host 
multiple events on a single day 
(e.g., a brunch in the morning 
and a birthday party the same 
evening) and they together 
still constitute just one SOE.  

Eligible for RTF 
Protection 

NO 
 
SOEs are events that are OVER AND 
ABOVE what a farmer can qualify for 
under Right to Farm. 
 

Landowner must comply with 
all public health and safety 
rules and ordinances (noise, 
traffic, solid waste, food 
service, etc.) 
 

 
Local Approvals 

 

Law should enable SOE use without the 
need for municipal zoning/land use 
approval 
 
Landowner required to secure all 
necessary public health and safety 
approvals.  

Legislature may wish to 
consider extending SOE use to 
all farms, not just preserved 
farms. 

Occupied Area 

Minimum of 2.5 acres up to 5% of the 
premises; maximum of 5 acres 
 
Any impacts to the occupied area are 
minimal to ensure protection of ag 
resources and that land can readily be 
returned to productive ag use at the 
conclusion of the SOE 
 

Occupied area means the area 
of the premises (does not 
apply to exception areas) 
devoted to supporting the 
SOE, including but not limited 
to areas for parking, vendors, 
gatherings, tents, porta 
potties, etc. 
 
Portions of a farm where 
attendees just ‘walk around’ 
are not included in occupied 
area. 
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Utilities 

No new utilities, but allow temporary 
utilities, e.g., portable generators 
 
Allow temporary porta-potties 
 

Included in occupied area 

Parking 

Existing parking areas, curtilage and 
grassed areas for temporary parking, to 
the maximum extent practicable 
 
Temporary parking and offsite parking 
 
Temporary parking must comply with 
standards in SADC’s On Farm Direct 
Marketing – Agricultural Management 
Practice (OFDM AMP) N.J.A.C. 2:76-
2A.13(h)4. 

Included in occupied Area 
 

 
Vendors / Food 

Offerings 

Permitted – e.g., catering, food vendors; 
other farms’ output; food trucks; 
jewelry/crafts 

Included in occupied area 
 
“Restaurants” and retail food 
establishments prohibited 
 

Grantee  
Approval/Registration 

Process 
 
 
 
 
 

General / “One Time” Approval – 
Landowner submits to the Grantee a 
plan for hosting SOEs, including site map 
detailing buildings, infrastructure and 
occupied area to be used.  Grantee 
approval required for all events.  If plan 
is approved, a landowner may hold SOEs 
for up to 250 people in accordance with 
Grantee approval. 
  
Individual Approval - For “large” events 
(over 250 people) Grantee review and 
approval is required (if not previously 
approved in “one-time” approval). 
 
Municipal review of public health and 
safety issues required for large events.  
 

Logistics of notice/details to 
be worked out in regulations.  
 
Consider a “permit by rule” 
approach to Grantee review, 
particularly for events under 
250 people. 
 
Authorize Grantees to 
delegate approvals to staff as 
appropriate 
 
Landowner must copy grantee  
and SADC on local approvals. 
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Enforcement 

SADC and Grantee have right to inspect 
to confirm compliance 
  
For suspected violations, the SADC or 
Grantee is required to hear the matter 
and issue its decision.  CADB and 
nonprofit decisions subject to appeal to 
SADC.  
 
If a violation is found to have occurred, 
landowner receives written warning. 
 
Second and subsequent offenses result 
in revocation of permit to hold SOEs for 
some period of time (TBD) and subject to 
fines. 

 

Effective enforcement 
provisions needed to ensure 
compliance. 

Address All Alcohol-
Based Agriculture 

Operations 

Recognize wineries are not the only type 
of alcohol-based agricultural operations; 
others include breweries, cideries, 
distilleries and meaderies. 

Recommend that all alcohol-
based operations be included 
in future legislation and AMP’s 
adopted by SADC. 
 
All alcohol-based agriculture 
should be treated equally. 
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