Secretary’s Report to the State Board of Agriculture
October 22, 2025


Tri-National Accord Meeting: Secretary Wengryn attended the Tri-National Agricultural Accord in Mexico from Tuesday, October 14 to Sunday, October 19. The accord is the annual meeting between the Providence and State Agriculture Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners and Directors from Canada, Mexico and the United States. The meeting affirmed the support of renewal of the USMCA and made some recommendations for areas to better support agriculture in the three countries. The focus of this meeting was on Animal Disease Preparedness, Women in Farming and the International Year of the Woman Farmer in 2026, and the continuation of free trade between the three Countries in a way that builds a better Agriculture industry. 
   
Rutgers Soil Productivity Mapping Tool: Division of Agricultural and Natural Resources staff is working with Rutgers (pending payment arrangements) to start work on a new Soil Productivity Mapping Tool Website. This website will replace the one Rowan University recently shut down.  

National School Lunch Week: Division of Food & Nutrition staff helped mark “National School Lunch Week, October 13-17. On Wednesday, October 15, F&N staff joined Hunger Free New Jersey at George L. Catrambone (GLC) Elementary School in Long Branch, applauding their success in serving nutritious meals and their district-wide transition to the Community Eligibility Provision of school-meal funding. 

Summer EBT: Over $68 million in Summer EBT benefits has been redeemed. This represents 78.53% of total benefits issued. To date, total Summer EBT issuances amount to 724,378 accounts for Summer EBT 2025. This includes 27 new cards that NJDA issued in mid-October, all resulting from data corrections. The Summer EBT hotline/inquiry mailbox will remain open until the end of October to accommodate individual data corrections. 

Nursery Inspections: There were 122 nursery inspections and 28 dealer inspections that took place during the month of October. These inspections certify nurseries free from injurious insect and disease pests. Horticultural staff also conducted 15 Phytosanitary inspections during the month. These inspections certified plant material for shipment to other states and countries. There were two federal phytosanitary inspections of 8,450 bulbs to Canada. There were 13 domestic shipments that certified 9,808 plants, 1,400,840 bulbs, and 33,621 plug plants to California, Washington, Texas, Florida, and Utah. 
 
CADB Meetings: As part of a “Pick-a-Topic" campaign, the SADC has offered to attend any CADB’s meeting and give a brief overview of any SADC-related topic and engage in Q&A at the Board’s discretion. Staff have attended the Monmouth CADB meeting on October 7 and the Warren CADB meeting on October 16, and several other counties have requested visits through January.
LDD (aka “Gypsy Moth”) Egg-mass Surveys: A total of 32 LDD (aka “gypsy moth”) municipal egg mass surveys have been completed (84 percent of the total) in Atlantic, Cumberland, Bergen, Hunterdon, Mercer, Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, and Warren Counties. To date, only one municipality in Sussex County had an area that qualifies for treatment for the spring of 2026.

Laboratory Report Through September 2025: The Pathology Laboratory Section through the end of September 2025 completed a total of 632 tests/procedures, involving gross necropsy examination, histopathologic (microscopic), immunohistochemical, and parasitological preparation/evaluation. These cases also generated additional diagnostic tests for other laboratory sections (e.g., bacteriology, virology, and molecular diagnostics). Cases involved diagnostic testing for disease and/or cause of death diagnosis and routine and/or sporadic disease surveillance for large and small ruminant, companion animal, and exotic/zoo species; sudden death with no clinical symptoms; assessment of backyard and small flock health issues; large-scale flock disease; law enforcement forensic investigation, and animals exhibiting neurologic symptoms.

Biological Control Efforts: Staff conducted one release of Rhinoncomimus latipes in the biocontrol program for the invasive mile-a-minute vine at an infestation site in Mercer County. A total of 1,000 weevils were released. Also in October, 40 Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) egg masses were shipped to Delaware, and 10 BMSB egg masses were picked up for New Jersey. Rhinoncomimus latipes rearing continues at winter levels. A total of 1,000 weevils were released at Mile-a-minute sites in New Jersey. Weevil releases are now complete for the 2025 season.

HPAI Outreach: The Division of Animal Health has disseminated messages to stakeholders about poultry health in response to the new detections of Highly Pathogenic Avian (HPAI) in wild birds (primarily black vultures) within the state. This included a targeted letter for backyard flock owners and advice on disease mitigation for backyard poultry, which was part of the recent NJDA Poultry Health Webinar. Additionally, registered distributors and live bird market owners were provided a letter for situational awareness on the fall wild bird migration season, the risk for HPAI detections in the Mid-Atlantic region, and a reminder to follow New Jersey’s poultry importation rules (N.J.A.C. 2:9).

HPAI Dairy Status: On September 12, a report to the USDA Ruminant Health Center demonstrated 
New Jersey’s eligibility for unaffected status within the National Milk Testing Strategy. The 
unaffected status (“Stage 4”) was granted, signifying no detections of avian influenza in New 
Jersey’s dairies. A minimum level of milk silo testing will continue to maintain the unaffected 
status. 
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