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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities

Two Gateway Center
New.ark, NJ 07102
~.ni.aov/bpul

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE

ORDER ADOPTING INITIAL DECISION
SETTLEMENT

STEVEN BREITMAN,
Petitioner,

v.

BPU DOCKET NO. GC08020103U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 2289-08

NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY,

Respondent.

(SERVICE LIST ATTACHED)

BY THE BOARD:

On February 20, 2008, Steven Breitman (Petitioner) filed a petition with the Board disputing bills
of New Jersey Natural Gas Company (Respondent) for gas services.

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of
Administrative Law (OAL) on March 11, 2008, for hearing and initial disposition as a contested
case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 m ~ and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 m ~ This matter was
assigned to Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Joseph F. Martone.

While this matter was pending at the OAL, the parties entered into and executed a Stipulation of
Settlement (Settlement) and submitted it to the ALJ on September 29, 2008. By Initial Decision
issued on October 1, 2008, and submitted to the Board on October 9, 2008, to which the
Settlement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Martone found that the agreement was
voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy, and that it met the
requirements of N.J.A.C. 1 :1-19.1. Pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, the parties agreed
that: (1) Respondent shall rebill Petitioner for the period August 10, 2001 to July 2, 2005,
resulting in a net credit to his account in the amount of $10,990.77.



After a review and consideration of the Initial Decision and the agreement of the parties, the
Board HEREBY FINDS that, by the terms of the Settlement, the parties have resolved all
outstanding contested issues in this matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the
Initial Decision and Settlement of the parties in their entirety as if fully set out herein.
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STE\i'EN BREITMAN
v.

NEW JER:SEY NATURAL GAS

BPU DOCKET NO. GC08020103U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 2289-08

SERVICE LIST

Lawrence Bravman, Esq
30 Route 22 West
Green Brook, NJ 08812

Eileen F. Quinn, Esq.
New Jersey Natural Gas
1415 Wyckoff Road
P.O. Box 1468
Wall, NJ 07719

Eric Hartsfield, Director
Division of Customer Assistance
Board of Public Utilities
Two Gateway Center
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Julie Ford-William~)
Division of Customer Assistance
Board of Public Utilities
Two Gateway Center
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Kerri Kirschbaum, DAG
Division of Law
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07102
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INITIAL DECISION

SETTLEMENT--

OAL OKT. NO. PUC 2289-08

AGENCY OKT. NO. GC08020103U

STEVEN BREITMAN,

Petitioner,
v.

NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS

COMPANY,

Respondent.

Laurence J. E~ravman, Esq" for petitioner

Eileen F. Quinn, Esq., for respondent

Decided: October 1,2008Record Closed: September 29, 2008



GAL DKT. NO. PUG 2289-08

limited access to the meter for several years. As a result, an inordinate amount of

estimated bills issued. This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law

(OAL) on March 27, 2008, for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.J.S.A.

52:148-1 to -15 and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13 and a hearing was scheduled for October

27 I 2008.

On the record closed date, an executed settlement was received.

have reviewed the record and the terms of settlement and I FIND:

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by

their agreement or their representatives' agreement as set forth above.

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent

with the law.

I CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C: 1 :1-19.1

and that the settlement should be approved. I approve the settlement and therefore

ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings

be concluded.

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.



OAL DKT. NO. PUG 2289-08

recommended dec:ision shall become c~ final decision in accordance with N.J.S.&

52:148-10.
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October 1. 2008
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NEW JERSEY NAl1JRAL GAS COMPANY
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Sl"EVEN BREITMAN,

}',;:titioner,

VS.

.,.
; STATE Of NEW JERSEY -.O}'11CE OF
1 ADM I NIS1'RA'fIVE LAW
I.
:
: OAT, DQCKETNO.: PUCCC 02289~2008S,
.
.
.! 

Ag~rlcy Retcrcncc No.: GCO8020103LJ
NEW JERSEY NA'l1JRAL GAS (~OMP ANY,

~TIPULATION OF SET1'LEMENTRespondC!lt.

The mutter j", di rfcrcncc in tile atluve-entitlcd action havlllg been ~\micably adjusted by

and bctwccn thc: parnes, it is hercby stipulated and I!w'eed that thc swne be und hereby is scttled

us follows:

This mattcr involves a billing disputc by Steven Rreitman, (thc
"Petitioner') in the amount 01' $4,529,99 for estimated gas \.1.CJagc at
1:2 Brondmoor Drivc, Runlsont New Jcrscy (thc "Properly"). New
Jersey Nat\.lral Gas Company, (C'NJNU" or "Respondent")
coJnmenced service to tho ]?roperty ut Peutioncr's rcquest on ApI;l
27, 2000. Prior 10 this timc:, thcre was no l1atl.lral gas sclvice at the
Propcrty, Accordi11.g1y, whcn sc!'Vice was C0111n1enccd, thcrc was
n~) cxistlllg gas usage history upon wluch NJNO could accurately
cstimate usage. Recausc th,c Prope!1y is accessed only via a locked
gc:\te and it is used only as :\ sccondaJ'Y residence by tho Pctitioner,
NJNG had vcry liJnited access to tho mctcr for severa1 years, As a
result, an inordinatc amounl 01' ,ce,c;timatcd" bills issued I()r this
account. Tn c:\n CffOl1 to bring this 1'11attcr to final resolutio11) the
pfUOties filet at the Propcrty to gRiller accurate data regarding the
prccisc qurultily and el:'(icic:ncy of the gas app1ianccs on site ruld
Petitioncr's use of the Pr()perty, 1'hcr'cafter, Respondent pcrformed
a consumption allalysis uuli;l;ing thc appropriate deg1'ee days for
the enure pcnod tho aCCOllnl was ~'\ctivc, 1'llfOUgh tl1is a1'1alysis it
was deteI1'1'1i1'1ed that dl1e to tIle i11O1'din~l.tc numbCl' of estin1ated
rc:ads, Petitioner W,l.~ billcd for rul excessive an1mmt of gas (luring
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the pcriod August 10, :~OOl to Jtlly 2, 2005. Accordingly, the
parties havc agrccd that Respondent will rcbill Pctitioner for this
period reslllting in a nct credit to UCCout'lt 220005318000 in the
mnount of $10,990,77 (tcn thousand nine hundred nincty dollars
and seventy~seven Cel'1ts).
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A copy of the administra:'tive law. judge's

decision is enclosed.

This deciSioD was mailed to the

.OCt '7 2008
parties OD

OFFICE OF AD~TRATIVE LAW
9 QU8:x=rbTidse Plaza

/7;0: Box 049
Tfalmn, New Jersey 08625-0049

{609) 588-6584
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OFFICEOFJillMn-l1STRA11VELAWOARO OF PUBLiC UTILITIES
.9(~uakerbridgcPlaza NEWARX, N.,J.

POBox 049
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0049

(609) 588-6600

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
NEWARK. N.J.

Chief Administrative Law judge

Board of Public Utilities
2 Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102
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New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Laura Sanders, Director

and


