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BY THE BOARD:

On March 1, 2007, Com cast Cable Communications, LLC., Subsidiaries1 (Com cast
Consolidated systems) (collectively Com cast) filed a Company Level aggregate FCC Form 1205
with the Board of Public Utilities (Board) for the purpose of adjusting maximum permitted rates
for regulated equipment and installation costs. The Board is the local franchising authority in
New Jersey and is certified to regulate basic service rates and as~sociated equipment and
installation charges. FCC Form 1205 is the form used by cable o~lerators to update their
regulated rates for equipment, such as converters and remotes, and customer installations.

On March 15, 2007, the above filing was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OJ\L)
for determination and initial disposition. On June 5, 2007, a telephone pre-hearing conference
was held by Administrative Law Judge Richard McGill (ALJ McGill) with Comcast, the Oivisiion
of Rate Counsel (Rate Counsel) and the Board's Staff (collectivel~" the Parties), and ple!nary
hearing dates were set for November 13 and 14,2007. Comcast notified its customers of r;ate
changes on various dates between July 18, 2007 and August 13, 2007 by way of newspapE~r
announcements informing them of their opportunity to submit written comments to ALJ Ilv1c(,ill,
within thirty (30) days from the publication dates. No comments ~'ere received by the ALJ.

1 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. subsidiaries include Comcast of Avalon, LLC., Comcast of

Burlington County, LLC., Comcast of Central New Jersey, LLC" Comca!.t of Garden State, L.P., Corncast
of Gloucester County, LLC" Comcast of Jersey City, LLC" Comcast of L,ong Beach Island, LLC.,
Comcast of the Meadowlands, LLC., Comcast of Mercer County, LLC., (;omcast of Hopewell Valley, Inc.,
Comcast of Lawrence, LLC" Comcast of Monmouth County, LLC., Coml~ast of New Jersey II, LLCo,
Comcast Qf Northwest New Jersey, LLC" Comcast of Ocean County, LLC., Comcast of Plainfield, LLC.,
Comcast of Southeast Penrlsylvania, LLC., Comcast of South Jersey, LLCo, Comcast of New Jersey,
LLC (Toms River) and Comcast of Wildwood, LLC.



After extensive discovery, the Parties engaged settlement negotiations and reached a
settlement in principle on October 9, 2007. ALJ McGill subsequently adjourned the scheduled
hearings. On December 12, 2007, after further settlement discussions, the Parties reached final
agreement and executed a Stipulation of Settlement (Stipulation), memorializing the agreement.

On~aniiary15;2aO8:ALJ McGiU filedliis lhltiafOecislon (10) with the Board, which--
recommended that the Stipulation be approved. ALJ McGill found that the Parties have
voluntarily agreed to the settlement, and that the settlement is consistent with the law and fully
disposes of all issues in controversy. The ALJ therefore concluded that the Stipulation met the
requirements of N.J.A.C.1:1-19.1.

The Board has reviewed the Stipulation and 10 and !::!EREBY FINDS them to be reasonable, in
the public interest and in accordance with the law. Therefore, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the
Stipulation of Settlement and 10 (attached hereto) in their entirety as its own, incorporating by
reference the terms and conditions therein as if fully set forth at length herein.

DATED: ;;.J tfJ D ~ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
/ BY:

..~h-~-")1\~-- ""7n ~ F~JEMNE M. Fox --,

PRESIDENT

FREDERICK F. BUTLER
COMMISSIONER

CHRISTINE V. BATOR
COMMISSIONER

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the within
document is a true copy of the original
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IN THE MATTER OF THE FII..INGOF FCC
FORM 1205 FOR APPROVAL OFRAT.~
CHANGES FOR ALL NEW JERSEY."."" C""" ",.," c
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DennisC. Linke", Esq., for (;omcast Cable
, (;;ommunjcatirJn$, LlC..' C '. .'. , .

(Stryker, ".rams & Oil!, attorrleys)
,." i

Arlene E. Pasko, DeputY Attorney General,
,

for the 5taff of the Board of Public l)tilities
(Arme f\/1i!gram. Attorney General
of New Jersey. attorney)

Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Assistant Deputy Pub!ic Advocate. and
James w. GI~ssen. Assistant Deputy Public Advocat~,.
for the DIVI$lon uf Rate Counsel
(St~phar!!e Af.~r~3nd... [)irector, attorney)

Record Close,j O('cenlber 14, 2007 DecemQer 20 ",)07De(~,(jed

BEFO~~E RICHARD McGIL.L, At._J'

This matter invorves the tilir1g b~'Comcast Cable C:ornmunications, LLC. of FCC

Form 1205 for rate revisiof1S related to equipment and installation costs. The matter

vIas trans.rTlitte~".1 to the Office of Administrative Law on March 6. 2007, for determination

as a (:.ontcsted case

Prior to hearing, the parties agreed to the amicable! re$olution of the rrlatter and

submitted a vJritten Stipul:atiorl of Settlement. Having reviewed the record and the

settlement terms. I FIND as foliows:
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1 Th~: pat1fes have ,,"o!urltarily agreelj to the ~ett!emer.t 3':; eviden(:ed b~'

thijir 51~n.a!'ires ~)r tMe signatlJreS of thf'!lr rep(eSer1(.gt;v~s.
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w.iththeiavJ.

the orOCeedirlQ5 ! r1 .this matter be concluded, ~

I hereby Ffl_t: my initia' df.~!:isjon 'i';Jith the BO.ARD LIF PlJ8llC UTIL:TIES fOf

colisiderd tiOE:

ThiS reCO!1)jTlen::jel:1 decision may be adopted. m(jdifiea or rejected l)y the

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTlllilES. \Nhich by law is author:<;:ed to rn,~":(?: a tina! deCI.5iori ir
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'within forty-fi\',::- (45) !Jayf, and I..lrfie~s such t:me ii"nit :5 vth~rwl$e extended this

re<.;omrr:er:ded (jeci::;;ion s!'-:.=:i! be.;or.1e a fir;;! (JeCISfOr, ,'1 , 3ccordanc;e v.'ith N J.~';A

52:148-10

IJ~ '
&~-

RICHAR,") MI:;G1L!_, At 1

_.~..If: )..A ~
0/\ TE .:01-.-:~~~~7 -.- _.~

Q~~/~~~ ~-~~~~~" ~ --.@-
~I ~ j' Vd ~~

fv1ailed to P,'3.rtles-

Date i~ei~et,ed ~: il.,g(:-::~Gy

I/I$""/ I)!J

DATE

~

~- ---"-' OFFICE Of- ,L\Df...1I~IS i t{A TIVF L/\v\'

cml



BEFORE THE STATE OF NEW JERSE:Y
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

OFFICE OF ADMfNISTRA TIVE LAW

IN THE MA ITER OF CERTAIN )

SUBSIDIARIES OF COM CAST CABLE »COMMUNICA nONS, LLC

)

RATE CHANGE UNDER FCC FORM 1205 )

DETERMINING REGULA TED EQUIPMENT)

AND INSTALLATION COSTS )

BPU DOCKET NO. CR07030147
OAL DOCKET NO. CTV 3480-07

STTPULA TION OF SETTLEMENT

Appearances:

Stryker, Tams & Dill LLP by Dennis C. Linken, Esq., and Richard DeAngelis, Esq., for all
Comcast Subsidiaries noted herein.

Staphanie A. Brand. Director. by Maria Novas-Ruiz. Esq.. Assistant Deputy Public Advocate.
and James Glassen. Esq. Assistant Deputy Public Advocate. on behalf of the Department of the
Public Advocate. Division of Rate Counsel.

Anne Milgram, AttorncyGeneral of New Jersey, by Arlene E. Pasko, Deputy Attorney General,
on behalf of the Staff of the Board of Public Utilities.

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of
1992, Pub. L. No. 102-385, 106 Stat. 1460 (1992), codified at 47 !~ § 543 et seg., (the
"federal Act"), divided the delivery of cable television services into two separate rate regulable
categorics: (i) "basic service" (consisting primarily of "off-the-air" channels and public,
educational and governmental channels), more commonly known as "limited basic service" or
"the limited basic tier of ser\'ice," and associated equipment and installation and (ii) cable
programming services ("CPS") (consisting of other television <:hannels) and associated
equipment;

WHEREAS, under the Federal Act, the limited basic tier of service is regulated
by the "local franchising authority," and until March 31, 1999, CPS was regulated by the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") upon the filing of a complaint from the local franchising
authority to the FCC with regard to a CPS tier rate;

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the New Jersey Cable Television Act ("New
Jersey Act"), N.J.S.A. 48:5A-l et seQ" the local franchising authority is tIle Board of Public
Utilities ("BPU" or "Board");



WHEREAS. the Federal Act required the FCC to issl.le regulations governing the
standards to be used by local franchising authorities in regulating ratcs charged for the limited

basictierofscrvice.,---

WHEREAS, under FCC rules, 47 CFR §76.900 ~~, a cable operator may
adjust its limited basic sen.ice tier rates under the annual rate adjustment system pursuant to the

regulations adopted September ]5, ]995, (47 CF:R §76.922), by filing with the local franchising
authority a FCC Fonn 1240, which computes the maximum perm,itted rate ("MPR") for the
limited basic service tier;

WHEREAS, under FCC regulations adopted March 30. 1994,47 CFR §76.900 ~
~. a cable operator may adjust its equipment and installation charges annual1y by filing with
the local franchising authority a FCC Form 1205;

WHEREAS, on March 1,2007, pursuant to 47 ~ § 543 et seg. and N.J.S.A.
48:5A-I et s~., the undersigned subsidiaries of Comcast Cable Communications, LLC
("Comcast"), filed, on a company level aggregated basis, a FCC Folm 1205 with the Board in
Docket No. CRO7030147 in order to deteffiline regulatcd equipment and installation rates in all
of Com cast's systems;

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2007, the above rate filing was transmitted to the
Office of Administrative Law ("OAL ") for initial disposition;

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2007, pursuant to N.J.A.C: 1:1-13.1, a pre-hearing
telcphone conference was held in this matter before the Honorable Richard McGill,
Administrative Law Judge ("AU"), wherein a pre-hearing ordcr was i:ssued setting forth, among
other things, the issues to be decided and dates for plenary hearings;

WHEREAS, on various dates Comcast, with respect to its Form 1205 filing
notified subscribers of the proposed adjustments to rates for monthly equipment rental and
installation via newspaper announcements, informing them of their opportunity to submit written
comments;

WHEREAS, Staff of the Office of Cable Tclcvision ("Staff') and the Division of
Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel") have requested infonnation with respect to the issues presented
in the aforementioned filings, to which Comcast respondcd; and

WHEREAS, Staff, Rate Counsel and Comcast (each a "Party" and collectively.
"Parties"), after engaging in settlement discussions, prior to schedule.j hearings, have reached
agreement on the disposition of these matters;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby S-rIPULATE and agree to the following
for consideration by the Board:



1. Comcast notified its customers of the proposed rate adjustments via
advertisements that were published in various newspapers around the State b~tween July} 8.
2007 and August 13, 2007, informing them of their opportunity to submit written comments for a
pcriod of thirty (30) days. Com cast did not receive any written comments.

2. Thc effectivc date of the Equipment and Installation rales and charges for
the Comcast FCC FonTl 1205 filing in Docket No. CR07030147 for all Comcast systems in New
Jersey is January 1,2008.

3. MPRs for installation chargcs, including the Hourly Service Charge, will
be set at the lesser of (i) five percent (5%) above the existing MPRs/operator selected rates
("OSRs"), or (ii) the proposed MPRs set forth in thc filed Fonn 1205, in either event, rounded
down to the nearest $.05, with the exception of:

a. Delete Service (if technician goes to home) has been limited to $10.75,
which is the CUITent OSR; and

b. Addressable .~ddition or Deletion (subsequent to initial installation
and customer picks up or drops off converter or addressable addition
or deletion), and Scrvice Interruption or Itestoration Fee have been
limited to $1.99, which is the current OSR.

4. MPRs for equipment charges will be the OSRs proposed in the filed Form
1205, with the exception of:

a. Cablecard, which will be as follows: No charge for the first Cablecard
in a household mId a charge of $1.50 for ea,ch additional Cablecard in
the household.

5. All rates and charges, including above, are set forth on attached Exhibit A.

6. This Stipulation of Settlement resolves all issues raised by any Party in
connection with Comcast's company-level aggregate FCC Form 1205 filing submitted to the
Board in Dockct No. CRO7030147. .

7. The signatories agree that, except as express.Iy provided herein, this
Stipulation of Settlement has been made exclusively for the purpose of this proceeding and that
thc provisions contained herein, in total or by specific items, shall not be used against any of the
Parties in any other proceeding before the Board or in other forums or jurisdictions, nor shall the
contcnts of this Stipulation of Settlement, in total or by specific items, by inference, inclusion, or
deletion, in any way be considered or used by any other Party as any irujication of the position of
any Party hereto on allY issue litigated or to be litigated in other proc:eedings. All signatories
acknowledge that the tenns of this Stipulation of Settlement shall not bc~ effective until approved
by the Board.



8. This Stipulation of Settlement contains tenns, each of which is
interdependent with the others and essential in its own right to the signing of this Stipulation of
Settlement. Each tern) is vital to the agreement as a whole, :5ince the Parties expressly and
jointly state that they would not have signed the agreement had any tenn been modified in any
way. Each Party is entitled to certain procedures in the event that any modification is made to
the terms of this Stipulation of Settlement, pursuant to which each of the signatory Parties hereto
must be gi,Ten the right to be placed in the position it was in before this Stipulation of Settlement
was entered. Therefore, if any modification is made to the: terms of this Stipulation of
Settlement, it is essential that each Party be given the option, before the implementation of any
new rate resulting from said action, either to modify its own position, to accept the proposed
changes, or to resume the proceedings as ifno agreement had been reached.

9. The Parties believe these provisions are fair to all concerned and therefore
they are made an integral and essential element of this Stipulation: of Settlement. This being the
case, all Parties expressly agree to support the right of any other Party to this Stipulation of
Settlement to enforce all ten11S and procedures detailed herein.

Dated: December 11, 2007

COMCAST OF AVALON, LLC
COMCAST OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF CENTRAL l'ffiW JERSEY, LLC
COMCAST OF GARDEN STATE, L.P.
COMCAST OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF JERSEY CITY, LLC
COMCAST OF LONG BEACH ISLAND, LLC
COMCAST OF THE MEADOWLANDS, LLC
COMCAST OF MERCER COUNTY, LLC, COMCAST

OF HOPEWELL V ALLE'Y, INC., COMCAST OF
LAWRENCE, LLC (COL:LECTIVEL Y, THE
MERCER SYSTEM)

COMCAST OF MONMOUTH COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF NEW JERSE"'{ II, LLC
COMCAST OF NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY, LLC
COM CAST OF OCEAN COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF PLAINFIELD, LLC
COM CAST OF SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA, LLC
COMCAST OF SOUTH JERSEY, LLC
COMCAST OF NEW JERSEY, LLC
COMCAST OF WILDWOOD, LLC

-& W~ ~H:.t-R-..£-._~ .\ 1"

By: ..(~. .',/~-~':'" -
Dennis C. Linken, Esq.
Stryker. Tams & DiI1 LLP



RONALD K. CHEN, I~SQ.
PUBLIC ADVOCATE OF NEW JERSEY

STEPHANIE A. BRA.?\TD, ESQ.. DIRECTOR
DrV~ OF RA ~E COUNS~~ ~ J P /

By: / Atfl~ If! n~Dated: December ~ 2007
Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Esq.
Assistant Deputy Public Advocate

ANNE MILGRAM
A TTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

Attorney for the Staff oj'" the
Board of Public Utilities

Dated: December oJ 2007 By:
Arlene E. Pasko
Deputy Attorney General



RONALD K. CHEN, ESQ.
PlTBLIC ADVOCATE OF NEW JERSEY

STEPHANIE A. BRJ\.~D, ESQ., DIRECTOR
DIVISION OF RATE~ COlliSEL

Dated: 

December

.,2007

By:
Maria T. Novas-Ruiz. Esq.
Assistant DeplLlty Public Advocate

ANNE MILGRfuvI
A TTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

Attorney for the Staff of the
.U1:ilities

~ n~_~~Dated: December g, 2007 By:
Arlene E. Pasko
Deputy Attorne:y General






