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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities
Two Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102
www.nj.gov/bpu/

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE

ORDER ADOPTING INITIAL DECISION
SETTLEMENT

RICHARD AND EATHER PICKENS, )

Petitioner )

V. )

) BPU DOCKET NO. EC08090714U

ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC COMPANY ) OAL DOCKET NO. PUC2390-09
)

Respondent

Richard and Eather Pickens, Sicklerville, New Jersey, pro se

Philip J. Passanante, Esq. Wilmington, Delaware, on behalf of Respondent,
Atlantic City Electric Company

Cynthia L.M. Holland, DAG, Division of Law, Newark, New Jersey,
on behalf of the Staff of the Board of Public Utilities

BY THE BOARD:

On September10, 2008, Richard and Eather Pickens (“Petitioner”) filed a petition with the Board
requesting a formal hearing related to a billing dispute with Atlantic City Electric Company
(“Respondent”) regarding a bill for utility service provided by Respondent.

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of
Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to
N.J.S.A 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 5214F-1 et seg. This matter was assigned to
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ™) W. Todd Miller.

While this matter was pending at the OAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and, on
September 14, 2009, entered into and signed a Stipulation of Settlement (“Settlement”) that was
submitted to the ALJ. By Initial Decision issued on October 21, 2009, and submitted to the
Board on November 2, 2009, to which the Settlement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ
Miller found that the Settlement was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in
controversy and that it satisfied the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. Pursuant to the terms of
the Settlement, Respondent will credit the Petitioner's account in the amount of $2,300.00. At



the time of the signing of the Stipulation, Petitioner's account balance totaled $7,028.80 which
would result in a total remaining balance of $4,728.80 after the credit of $2,300.00 is applied.
The parties have further agreed that the total remaining balance of $4,728.80 will be paid by
Petitioner on a 60-month, interest-free deferred payment arrangement, beginning September
25, 2009, which will provide for 59-installmants of $79.00 and a final 60" installment of $67.80 in
addition to monthly charges. The Petitioner also agreed that failure to make the required
monthly payments could lead to the cancellation of the agreement and allow Respondent to
utilize its normal collection practices to seek collection of the entire balance due. In addition, by
Stipulation of Dismissal with Prejudice signed by the Petitioner and the Respondent on October
7, 2009, and October 19, 2009, respectively, the parties agreed that this matter could be
dismissed with prejudice as a settlement had been reached.

After review of the Initial Decision and the Settlement of the parties, the Board HEREBY FINDS
that, by the terms of the Stipulation of Settlement the parties have resolved all outstanding
contested issues in this matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision
and the Stipulation of Settlement executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth
herein.
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INITIAL DECISION
SETTLEMENT

OAL DKT. NO. PUC 2390-09

AGENCY REF. NO. EC08090714U
RICHARD AND EATHER PICKENS

Petitioners,
V.

ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC COMPANY
Respondent.

Richard and Eather Pickens, petitioners, pro se

Philip J. Passanante, Esq., for respondent

Record Closed: October 21, 2009

Decided: October 21, 2009
BEFORE W. TODD MILLER, ALJ

This matter

was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on March 3,
2009, for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.J.8.A. 52:14B-1 to -15 and
N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13.
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OAL DKT. NO. PUC 2390-09

have reviewed the record and the terms of settlement and | FIND:-

y The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by
their signatures or their representatives' signatures.

2 The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent
with the law.

| CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.JA.C. 1:1-19.1
and that the settlement should be approved. | approve the settlement and therefore
ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings
be concluded.

| hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in
this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision
within  forty-five days and unless such time limit js otherwise extended, this
recommended decision shaj) become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A
52:14B-10.

(0 -21-0 ;'ﬁf:if{/__l-f?‘ff'/ﬂ/b

T

DATE W. TODD MILLER, ALJ
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RICHARD & EATHER PICKENS, *~~ "' STATE OF NEW JERSEY
' oOFFIGE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
Petitiogghs ICT 21 P I

v. ¢ i:7+1 " OAL Docket No. PUC 02390-2009S
wiVivs ©T o S BPY Docket No. EC08090714U
ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC :

COMPANY,

Respondent.

STIPULATION OF DISMISSAL WI TH PREJUDICE

The parties to this action, Petitioners and Respondent, hereby stipulate that the above-
captioned action may be dismissed, with prejudice, as a settlement has been reached by all

parties hereto.

ilip . Pagsanante Eather Pickens, Pro Se . \
An Attorneyat Law of the / )
o st C/ o

ng Street, Sth Floor

P.O. Box 231 Réchard PicKens, Pro Se
Wilmington, DE 19899-0231 2 Pennsbury Place

(302) 429-3105 — Telephone Sicklerville, New Jersey 08081
(302) 429-3801 - Facsimile (856) 629-5501 — Telephone

Assistant General Counsel to
Atlantic City Electric Company

Dated: 6CT 19 2003 Dated: / ﬂ/ 7/ﬂ 9



