
Agenda Date: 7/14/11
Agenda Item: VIID

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities

Two Gateway Center, Suite 801
Newark, NJ 07102
www.ni.aov/bDu/
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LUCY AND JOHN KERESTES, ORDER MODIFYING
INITIAL DECISION
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)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Petitioners,

v.

BPU Dkt.No. EG10090683U
OAL Dkt. No. PUG 13209-10PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY,

Respondent.

Parties of Record:

Lucy and John Kere~)tes, pro se
Joel M. Taylor, Esq., Public Service Electric and Gas Company

BY THE BOARD:

On September 21, 2010, Lucy and John Kerestes ("Petitioners") filed a petition with the Board
of Public Utilities ("Board") requesting a formal hearing related to a billing dispute with Public
Service Electric and G,as Company ("Respondent") for utility services rendered by Respondent.

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of
Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 m ~ and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 m ~ This matter was assigned to
Administrative Law Ju,dge ("ALJ") Tiffany M. Williams.

While this matter was pending at the GAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and executed a
Stipulation of SettlemE~nt ("Stipulation"). By Initial Decision issued on April 5, 2011, submitted to
the Board on April 1 '1, 2011, ALJ Williams found that the Stipulation was voluntary, that its
terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy, and that it satisfied the requirements of
N.J.A.C.1:1-19.1. The Stipulation was attached to and made part of the ALJ's Initial Decision.
Pursuant to the terms of the Stipulation, Petitioner agreed to pay Respondent $300.00 within 30
days as of March 1, 2011, and, to further pay Respondent in a timely manner $100.00 plus
current bills each month starting with the March 2011 bill. In exchange, Respondent agreed to
credit Petitioner's account in the amount of $285.00, reduce Petitioner's deposit to $140.00, and
credit Petitioner another $145.00 from the deposit, resulting in a total credit of $430.00.



A review of the Stipulation reflected that essential terms were omitted. Accordingly, Board Staff
asked the parties 1:0 clarify the settlement terms in writing. In the interim, the time limit for the
Board to render a I=inal Decision was extended to August 25, 2011.

Thereafter, a lettl~r dated May 20, 2011 and executed by both parties ("Supplemental
Stipulation") was filed with the Board. In the Supplemental Stipulation, the parties clarified that
the monthly paymE~nts of $100.00 were to be made until the outstanding balance was paid in
full. The Supplernental Stipulation also reflected that as of May 4, 2011, the outstanding
balance was $2,1 j70.13, which included the $285.00 credit set forth in the Stipulation. The
Supplemental Stipulation noted that, while the Stipulation provided for a reduction of the deposit
held on Petitioner's account to $140.00, Respondent would further reduce the deposit to
$104.00. Accordingly, the Supplemental Stipulation indicated that as of May 20, 2011,
Petitioner's outstanding account balance was $1,989.13.

The Supplemental Stipulation is attached hereto and made a part hereof. The Board FINDS
that the Supplemental Stipulation is a separate document from the Stipulation of Settlement
incorporated in the Initial Decision. The Board HEREBY FINDS that the Supplemental
Stipulation meets tl1e requirements of N.J.A.C. 1 :1-19.1 because it is voluntary, consistent with
the law, and fully ,dispositive of all issues in controversy. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY
MODIFIES the Initial Decision to reflect that the Board is approving the Stipulation as amended
by the Supplemental Stipulation.

The Board HEREB'r ORDERS that the Initial Decision is HEREBY MODIFIED.

DATED: 1/ /tfl II ~~:ARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

/'

A. SOLOMON
PRESIDENT

&~~:".1tI. Et~,.
JEANNE M. FOX
COMMISSIONER

'- JOpEPH L. FIORDALISO

C,QMMISSIONER

~~_.aS--
NICHOLA~~~
COMMISSIONER I HEREBX CERTIFY that the within

I'0

Utilities

ATTEST: ~' (
I -a

KRISTIIZZCU
SECRETARY

>-r

BPU DOCKET NO. EC10090683U
nAI nn('.KFT N() Pllr. 1 ").?nO_1 n

2



LUCY AND JOHN KERESTES

v.

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY

BPU DOCKET NO. EC10090683U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 13209-10

SERVICE LIST

Lucy and John Kerlestes
205 Sunset Street
Brown Mills, New Jersey 08015

Joel M. Taylor, Esq.
PSEG Services Corporation
80 Park Plaza -T5G
Newark, New Jerse~y 07102-4194

Eric Hartsfield, Director
Julie Ford-Williams
Division of CustomE~r Assistance
Board of Public Utiliities
Two Gateway Cent~r -Suite 801
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Caroline Vachier, DAG
Division of Law
124 Halsey Street
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INITIAL DECISION~

SETTLEMENT
;"',

OAL DKT. NO. PUG 13209-10

AGENCY DKT. NO. EC10090683U
LUCY AND JOH~I KERESTES,

Petitioners,

v.

PSE&G,

Respondent.
--~~~~ '"
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Lucy and John Kerestes, petitioners, ~i£~,~l}K\c~ l'::;I':~~;-~~ii~~' lUll
l~~~lll_~ -:'::~~.- ~ r

Joel M. Ta~'lor, Esq. for respondent

Record Closed: Ap'ril 5, 2011 Decided: April 5, 2011

BEFORE TIFFANY M. WILLIAMS, ALJ:

This matter 'lIVas transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on November 30,

2010, for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:148-1 to -15 and

N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13.

..,The parties have agreed to -a settlement and have prepared a Stipulation of

Settlement indicatirlg the terms thereof, which is attached and fully incorporated herein.

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



OAL OKT. NO. PUG 13209-10

have revilewed the record and the terms of settlement and FIND:

1 The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their

signatures or their representatives' signatures.

2, The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent with

the law.

I CONCLUIDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C~ 1:1-19.1

and that the settlE~ment should be approved. I approve the settlement and therefore

ORDER that the ~)arties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings

be concluded.

This order nnay be reviewed by the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES eiither upon

interlocutory revie~1 pursuant to N.J.A.C.1:1-14.10 or at the end of the contested case,
,

pursuant to N.J.A.(~ 1: 1-1 B.6.

~ ~IL{:i~S. ~~ rY1 ~ W~~

TIFFAN M. ILLIAMS, AU
April 5. 2011

DATE
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

2011 APR -5 A 10; 5 2
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OAL Docket No. PUC 13209-20108
BPU Docket No. ECIO0'90683U

Lucy Kerestes
I)etitioner

v.
STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT

Public Service ]~lectric and Gas Company,

Respondent

This mattl~r having been brought before the Office of Administrative Law by the
Petitioner, Lucy Kerestes ("Petitioner"), against Respondent Public Service Electric and Gas
Company ("PSE&G" or "Respondent") for utility service rendered by PSE&G to the premises
205 Sunset Street" Brown Mills. NJ 08015 (the "Property") and the Parties having agreed to
settle this matter, hereby set forth the tenns and conditions of their settlement agreement as
follows:

Petitioner agrees to pay PSE&G $300.00 within thirty (30) days as of March 1,2011
on account no.

1.

2. Petitioner agrees to pay PSE&G $100.00 plus current bills each month starting with the
March ~!011 bill and continue to pay all bills in a timely manner.

Respondent agrees to credit Petitioner's account for $285.00 and Respondent further
agrees to reduce Petitioner's deposit to $140.00 and credit Petitioner another $145.00
from the: deposit (total credit equals $430.00).

...-'

Respondent: PSE&GPetitioner: Lucy Kerestes

/?

.~.I :L.~ti-4.1l~\.j'Y"" ~j " By:By:

Date:

--"C Joel M. Yaylor

-z~ ~fi/-Date:, 'a;;;;L~J i I



Alexander C. Stern
Assistant General Regulatory Counsel

Law Department
80 Park Plaza, T5G, Newark, NJ 07102-4194

--tel:i973.430.5754 fax: 973.430.5983

::~if- alexander.stem@pseg.com
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() PSEG
,\p/{lir[is (:{Jrji(J/u! i()'i,

June 21,201
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c..:

Kristi Izzo, Secretary
NJ Board of Public Utilities
2 Gateway Center

Newark, NJ 07102

~Cj

-'

Re:

Lucy Kerestes v. PSE&G
BPU :Docket No. ECIOO90683U

Dear Secretary Izzo:

7fj:;:.: /GZt::-""\

c.

Alexander C. Stern

.~CS/jb
Enclosure
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"',"" LUCY Kerestes It>'U~)~93.1241
p.O1

['"hI", ~'\"I:O: l'I"Ltri.: lUll! (-;~" (1)IIIp;'"~'
I'll II,,~ ~1A1. L .;lllr,,~ 'I !I;\"l' \l.JYIl
I,.I;;rl,,':'c 'i\~1 111-1 !I[;~

(,.,,(.,m,'1" Rl:hlri.III'

N[ay 10. 2U I

1\Il5. Lul:Y Kcrestl:s
20~ S1,1113\.'l Slrccl
Browil Mills. NC\'I Jerscy 08015

Re: r~llCY Kerl.:st~..; "'. PSE&U

BPU Dol:kct N().: F-CIOO91;1683U
OI\L Dockct No.: 1)l./CI320c)-20!OS

Dear M.s. Kc[cstl:~;:

Pleasr:; allow tnix COITt::ipOlldcnc~ to l.lpd~t~ yt1U wilh rc.;spect to thc status t~fthc ab{lvc-

rctcr\:nccd n\ntter. \Zel;ull that OLl MaJ'ch :lX. 2011. tllc partie:; cl1t~red into thc at1:Ll;hell
:)tiplllutiC'lIl ur scttll.1ncnt aIld the AI.J WilliaIl1S ~ubs~quel1tly i~~llcd Ihc attachcli Ordt-'f

!1ppmyiLlg thc ~cttiel'llCl't on April 5.20 II. PllrSUUI1.t tl} l!\c tenus l)[ Ihe 1;tipulation lIf
~\.'ttlemcI1t. YOll \v~rt; to maKC i1 payment of $300,QO LlLld \1\011 mMe r~lymt.:t\l~ l1f$1 00

plus cun'cnt hill.' each month startil'lg with your Marcl, 2U 11 bill until tIll.: olltst.Lndin.!;

o'feruuc bal(JI\~l: I)\-"eu wa5 paid in Illll. SubscquCI1tly you Ll1tJrlC lilt: 1l111l)wiI1~ paymel1t:~:

April 11,2°.11 -$19.?.RO
April 25. 2011 -$13Y. 75

;\11rjj 28, 20 II -S 1 OH.OO [r~lllmt:(t by the ballkl

,\s llf Ylllll' May 4, 2011 bill. rl1C Ollt~l~ltUjl1g nalC1rlCe (1\Vcd tOlalcd $2.17rt.\} ".'!lich

includcd lhc $2-"5 crcdit thul wus ~tgrecd to in thc stipulillJl)ll.

Ul the i ntt.TI.'~ts of !;ood clIstomer rclatiC1ll!i .md to t:n~lll'\." t!1:1l tlus matlcr rclrlain", reslll v\.:(1

without f~urlhcr r.:ontlISi(lll. P~I-:&(i propose... u~ lollol.\;~:

Y"nurat.:\:OUI1T ha.-; 2 sl.'t:llrity depo~ilS tQtaling $2X5.00. PllrSll'il1l tu thc ~tiplll.ltiL..rl
of~eltJ\:"I}Cl1t. PSE&G Wil~ guing to reduce tl1e dt:Pllsit t('l $140.00 .tIlL! credit YO~I
another $145.00. In lhc intcrcst (If go!.){' I;u.'!tom~r rclatio/ls PSE..~(j ha.~ creuitil'~
the acc.{"lunt $1 S 1.00 and thcrehy ~ducil1g thc depo~illo $\ 04.()I), l'h~ ~I.:curjly
dcpo~il in thc nm(.lum Ill: S 1 U4.l:)() \\'ill be hcld nt thi~ time.
'I'ht: l;Urr\;llt ll;Jlant:\.' on your a~L"Ollnr as ()r !vlay 20. 2011 is $1,989.1 J.
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j)urSUul1( U, tJ\C Stipuliltiol1 of Scttlcmcnt approycd by f\LJ William:.;, you agrt:~ to
pur IJSF:&G $1 00.00 plu~ current biJ1~ ca<:n lTlollth starting "'ith the July 2011 bill

lIL1til nll out~(andillg o"'erdu~ balarl{;~~ owcd arc paid of1':

Pursuant to tht: SliputatiOll of SelUcmcnllipprO""t'd by AU Willii.ll\1s. you ul:)lI
~Igt.\:~ (~) ct:'ntinuo: 10 puy all bills in illimL"ly malUltr.

PI~:.1~~ t.'<.ecute t11j:; uOCllmCUt. sign noth c(}pics of this letlcr. rl:tlil1 on~ ror your rl'l:()rds
and return OI1C oJ-iginallo me in thc cl1clu~t:d ~cl t:'addre$.;'eu stamped ~n\!ctope. Should

YOll h,!\,c .U1Y qllcsrions or \;Urll:(."'ll~, rl~ilse fecll'rcc to contact I'tlC at (97 J) 430-61 70-

SincerL'ly.

.~.~r4Mt-
Eu\'r'ard B. Sullivan

Mlulager. 1{~glllatory S~rvie~s

I hlt.r~by llgr~c 10 thc terms (1f'lh~, st:Ult::mfi:lll reterret] ao('IVC and t() lhc \\:ithdrfl~.tlJ of tllC.-.
pelilitm in tlli~ 11IU!!t..'r "!jth prejudiy :, ..

-""\t-'(.Jql~liJl;- IJutt: £/d'i') / /LlfL".;J r(t:Tt:~l\;~ '/ i


