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Parties of Record:

Rosa Conti, Esq., Grayson & Associates, appearing for Petitioner, Maylock Realty Corporation
Amanda Johnson, Esq., appearing for Respondent, Public Service Electric and Gas Company

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The issue before the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) is whether to affirm an Initial
Decision of Administrative Law Judge Tiffany M. Williams ("ALJ Williams”), which approved a
settlement of a billing dispute between Petitioner, Maylock Realty Corporation, and Respondent,
Public Service Electric and Gas Company, even though the settlement failed to identify the balance
due in each account that was awarded a credit and failed to identify the scope of the settlement.
The Board will conclude the proceedings based on the Board's reasoning as detailed below.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On or about February 29, 2012, Petitioner filed a Petition, which alleged that Respondent had
failed to provide it with accurate bills for the periods when it managed certain properties and
was responsible to pay the utility bills for each such property. The Petition alleged that: (a)
Petitioner was a realtor that was in the business of managing properties while they are owned
by lenders and then marketing the properties for sale; (b) the utility bills were in Petitioner's
name during the period that Petitioner managed a property for a lender/fowner; (¢) Petitioner
needed, and asked Respondent to provide, a bill for each property as of the date the
lender/owner obtained title to the property and a bill as of the date the lender/owner soid the
property and the new owner became responsible for paying for the utility services; and {d)
Respondent failed to provide Petitioner with utility bills that accurately reflected the utility
services that Respondent provided during the period that Petitioner was responsible for paying



for those services. The Petition alleged that during the period that it was trying to resolve its
disputes with Respondent, Respondent sent it bills for properties which neither it nor its owner
was responsible for paying, transferred bills from accounts for properties that Petitioner did not
own to Petitioner’'s account, and sent contested bills to collection agencies. The Petition, and
the documents attached to the Petition, identified six accounts — 6947312108, 6883380205,
6963606102, 6863657007, 6883138991 and 6540554303 -- with respect to which there were
problems. One of the six accounts had multiple properties associated with it. Specifically,
account 6947312108 was associated with the following properties: 87 3™ Ave., Newark, N.J.;
31 Pacific St., Floor 1, Newark, N.J.; and 13 Edgerton Terrace, E. Orange, N.J. Accounts
6963606102 and 6883138991 did not identify the properties for those accounts.

Respondent filed an answer on April 5, 2012. On April 13, 2012, the Board notified the parties
that it had transferred the matter to the Office of Administrative Law as a contested case.

The matter was scheduled for a hearing on March 26, 2013. Subsequent to the hearing, the
parties entered into a settlement agreement (“Settlement Agreement”), which they submitted to
ALJ Williams for approval. The Settlement Agreement stated that it was “in settlement of the
Petition filed by Petitioner on or about February 29, 2012.” It included mutual promises to
ensure that the Respondent would be able to provide Petitioner with an accurate meter reading
for a property before Petitioner opened an account at that property and an actual meter reading
when Petitioner's management of the property ceased and it wanted to close the account. It
also included statements that: (a) Petitioner and Respondent “agree that all future bills shall be
in the name of Maylock Reality only and not the name of the owner and/or any sales agents of
Maylock Reality;” and (b) Respondent would, at Petitioner’s request, issue “a letter to any credit
reporting companies or credit collection companies that such billing to individuals was in error.”
Respondent agreed to cancel bills it had sent to Petitioner with respect to two accounts at one
property and one account at a second property. Respondent also agreed to provide a credit
with respect to twelve accounts at eight properties and a credit with respect to an additional
property, 1243 Erhardt St., Union, N.J., for which no account was identified. The Settlement
Agreement was signed by an officer of, and an attorney for, each party.

On March 28, 2013, ALJ Williams issued an Initial Decision in which she found that “the parties
have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their signatures or their
representatives’ signatures” and that “the settlement fully disposes of all of all issues in
controversy and is consistent with the law.” Based on these findings, ALJ Williams found that
the Settlement Agreement met the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1.

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS OF LAW

N.JA.C. 1:1-19.1(a)(1) permits parties to settle a matter through a written consent order or
stipulation that discloses the full settlement terms and is signed by all parties or their attorneys.
N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1(b) states that if the judge determines that “the settlement is voluntary, consistent
with the law and fully dispositive of all issues in controversy, the judge shall issue an initial decision
incorporating the full terms and approving the settliement.”

Reviewing the Settlement Agreement, the Board notes that less than half of the properties and
accounts that were given credits were listed in the Petition. Although the Settlement Agreement
identified the amount of the credit for each account, it did not identify the balance owed on each
account after receipt of the credit. The Settlement Agreement also does not identify the account
at 1243 Erhardt St., Union, N.J. that was entitled to the credit. Moreover, the Settlement
Agreement did not set forth the disposition nor the status of the three accounts — 6863657007,
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6883138991 and 6540554303 -- that were identified in the Petition but not mentioned in the
Setllement Agreement.

Notwithstanding this lack of clarity over the claims being resolved in the Settiement Agreement and
the balance due, if any, on the accounts which received a credit, the Board will consider this matter
to be closed. Following the issuance of the Initial Decision, Board Staff received electronic
confirmation from each party's legal representative noting that the clients are satisfied with the
Settlement Agreement and the resolution of this matter. Petitioner’s attorney further stated that
her “client does not want to pursue this matter any longer.”

After review of the record and the parties’ electronic submissions, the Board HEREBY FINDS
that this mafter is CONCLUDED.
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MAYLOCK REALTY CORPORATION

V.

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY
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Vailerie Haynes, Bureau Chief
Bureau of Case Management
Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor
Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

Rosa Conti, Esq.,

Grayson & Associates

33 Bleeker Street, Suite 202
Miliburn, NJ 07041

Amanda Johnson, Esq.,

Law Department

Public Service Electric & Gas Company
80 Park Place T5

Newark, NJ 07102-4194

Eric Hartsfield, Director

Julie Ford-Williams

Division of Customer Assistance
Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9" Floor
Fost Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

Joshua T. Rabinowitz, DAG
Division of Law

124 Halsey Street

Post Office Box 45029
Newark, NJ 07101
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INITIAL DECISION SETTLEMENT
OAL DKT. NO. PUC 4968-12
AGENCY DKT., EC12030187U

MAYLOCK REALTY CORPORATION,
Petitioner,
V.
PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC
AND GAS COMPANY,
Respondent.

Rose Conti, Esq., for petitionar {Grayson & Associates, attorneys)

Amanda Johnson, Esq., appearing for respondent
Record Closed: March 26, 2013 Decided: March 28 2013
BEFORE TIFFANY M. WILLIAMS, AL

This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on Apdl 18,
2012, for determination as 3 contested case, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 10 .15 and

N.J.S.A 52:14F-1 t0 -13. On March 26, 2013 the matter was scheduled for hearing,
subsequent to the hearing dats, the matter was seitled.

The parties have agreed to a seftlement and have prepared a seltlement
agreement indicating the terms thereof, which is attached and fully incorporated hersin,

New Sersuy It dn Equai Opportimugy Emplaver



'OAL DKT. NO. PUC 4866-12

I have reviewed the record and the terms of settlement ang | FIND: ,
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1. The parties have voluntarity agreed to the settlement as evidenced b‘y £ el’i‘f’

Ly

h
signatures or their representatives’ signatures, y - ,0/7 J
:-:‘.;5‘,' o
2. The seitlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistef;irfwith
the law.

| CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.JAC, 1:1-19.1
and that the settlemant should be approved. | approve the sefflement and therefore
ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings
be concluded.

| hereby FILE my initia! decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for
consideration.

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a finaf decision in
this matter, If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision
within forty-five days and unless such time Hmit is otherwise extended, this
recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.JSA
52:14B-10.

March 28, 2013 M&fug (ol
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DATE TIFFANY i{ WILLIAMS, ALY

Date Received at Agency:

Date Mailed to Parties:
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Public Service Eleotric & Gas Company ) STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT
Respondeat.
e O OF about Februmry 29, 2012 Petitioners fiteg the shovepefrinisadt ia
Rasporconty, Sed oy Servics Elecc & Gas Company (PSEAG™ gr
s an answer 1o Potiti ’ res
Public Ulilities (“NSBPU™ peution and the New Jersey Board of

o Uit or“Bomd')Mnsnﬁm!hemwrwtthmcz
Administrative Law (“OAL™) &3 a contested cace for adjadicarion, =

Maylock Reslty

T Som
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1. Mummmm&ﬁmmuinmemwinﬂw
ble below for the propertics thergin:

.

Ll Edgertom Terr., East Orange 07017 Crodit: $414.34
(Account No 6963666102)

% | 31 Pacific Ave,, Newsrk, NJ 07105 | Crodit: 3411
{Acconnt No. 6947902908)

31 Pacilic Ave., Newark, NJ 07105 | Cvodit: $220.26
{Account No. bY47903203)

4 31 Pacific Ave., Newark, NJ 07108 Credit: $65.26

{Accommnt No. $946936309)
. 3362.97
5 | 468 § 18% St Newark, NJ 07103 Credit: 33
{Account No. 5001345944)
HH 95
6. | 1243 Erhardt S¢, Union, NJ 87083 | Crodit: 54
Credit 560

7- | 93 Hawihorne Ave., Newsrk, N 07112
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(Ascount No, 6927563407)
¥ 192 Mawihorne Ave, Newark 27 0711z | Crodit 523748
(Account No. 692742270%)
% |45 Hermen St, Newark, Ny 07108 | BT
{Account No, 6908666700)
184 g7 3m St, Newark, NJ 07167 Credit: $500
{Accouat No. 6883330764) .
111 18 Homested Parkc Newark, NJ Cradit: $109.60
{Account Ne, 6863441 705)
1131 Lestic Ptace, Irvington, g Crodit: $86.03
{Acconnt No. 1101813172)
13131 Lestie Place, Irvington, NJ Credit: $255.96
(Account No, 1181812835)
Y PAGE -

2, Pcuﬂmuagrmwwmqkwpondcmwhcn&dﬁmsochwmhh
un‘litymvioeatnmwpmpmy. Rapommmmamawhﬁwm
thenewpmpenyloobtahanacnnlmclermding beforct?pcnin,gﬁaacmum. Petitioner
wxo@eawemmmim&mmmwmmm
mepresentative {o obtain the roading.

3 Petitioner agrees 1 immediately notify PSF.&GWheni'lsﬂmlagcmml ofz
property will cease, Rmmﬂmtwiﬂmtzmbﬂwmywobuinmmdmw
reading before closing the account for e related property.

4, This agrecment is in settlement of the Petition fliled by Petnioner o or
about February 29, 2012,

P.B4,06
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In the intercsts of resolving this matter without forther delay, extensive effort aad
costs, the parties hereto agreed 16 getile this matter In secordance vvithth:fonowing
terms:

1A.  PSE&G and Petitioner agrce to dispostions bejow:

M 19757 Avenne, Newark, N.J. 07105 | Bill 1o Maylock Realty cancelled

(Accoant No 6383380205) and correct bomeowner biljed
15 - Bill Transfer of 87-3% Avenne
L e okt balance i amount of §5,173.8 4
6963606102 in May 201 1) bill for 13 Edgerton Torrace
cancelled and correct homeowncr
billed
16. " ) Bill 1o Maylock of Apil
542 20° Street, Irvington, NJ 07111 Realty _
(Account No, 6899521 008) 2010 cancelied. Tepant octupied

property
17. | PSE&G and Petitioner alsg agree that | Intentionally [eh hlank
1 future bills shall be in the name of
Maylock Realty only and got the nsme
of the owner and/or any sajes ageats
of Maylock Realty, If requested,
PSE&G will issue 2 letter 10 any credit
reporting compasics or credit
collection companies that such billing
to individuals was in eryor.
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Manager of Customer Operations

GRAYSON AND ASSOCIATES LLC,
PATED: Z-2/~13 ny [ ABan

Resa Conti, Iisq,

AOTREY for Mayloek Realty Corp.
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