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CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

ORDER ADOPTING INITIAL 
DECISION SETTLEMENT 

BPU DOCKET NO. WC13121170U 
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 02555-14 

Mario M. Blanch, Esq., appearing on behalf of Petitioner, 5704 Hudson Realty, L.L.C 
John P. Wallace, Esq., appearing on behalf of Respondent, United Water New Jersey 

BY THE BOARD: 1 

On December 13, 2013, 5704 Hudson Realty, L.L.C. ("Petitioner") filed a petition with the Board 
of Public Utilities ("Board") requesting a formal hearing related to a billing dispute with United 
Water New Jersey ("Respondent") for utility services rendered by Respondent. 

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL ") for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et seq. This matter was assigned to 
Administrative Law Judge (" ALJ") Kimberly A Moss. 

While this matter was pending at the OAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and entered into 
and signed a Settlement Agreement ("Agreement") that was submitted to the ALJ. By Initial 
Decision issued on June 15, 2015 and submitted to the Board on June 16, 2015, to which the 
Agreement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Moss found that the Agreement was 
voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy and that it satisfied the 
requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. 

1 Commissioner Upendra J. Chivukula recused himself due to a potential conflict of interest and as such 
took no part in the discussion or deliberation of this matter. 



Pursuant to the Agreement, which resolves a dispute with respect to unbilled and unpaid 
charges for water consumption at premises located at 5704 Hudson Avenue, West New York, 
New Jersey, the Petitioner has agreed to pay the total settlement sum of $44,152.47 to 
Respondent in full and final satisfaction for unbilled and unpaid water consumption provided at 
the subject premises. The parties have further agreed that the Agreement supersedes any prior 
bills and that the Petitioner is free to share the information with the North Hudson Sewer 
Authority in the event that an additional sewer bill may be required. 

The parties have also agreed that Respondent could reserve its right to collect $63,074.96 in 
the event that the Petitioner defaults in the making of the settlement payment or tampers with 
the meter after the date of the Agreement. As part of the Agreement, Petitioner will voluntarily 
dismiss its petition in this matter. 

After review of the Initial Decision and the Agreement of the parties, the Board HEREBY FINDS 
that the parties have voluntarily agreed to the Agreement as evidenced by their signatures and 
that by the terms of the Agreement have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this 
matter. 

Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and Agreement executed by the 
parties in their entirety as if set forth at length herein. 

The effective date of this order is August, 1, 2015. 

DATED:\~ ZS,t-vl5 (). .· 

/,l1j) ~ 
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

JQSEPHL FIORDALISO 
COMMISSIONER 

! / 

IRENE KIM ASBURY 
SECRETARY I 

\) RICHARD S. MROZ 
PRESIDENT 

DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER 

I HEREBY CER11FY that the within 
document Is a true copy of the original 
In theftles_ ~Board of Public UtiHtles 

C4aLk7J 
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5704 HUDSON REALTY, LLC 

V. 

UNITED WATER NEW JERSEY 

BPU DOCKET NO. WC13121170U 
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 02555-14 

SERVICE LIST 

Mario M. Blanch, Esq. 
44G 651h Street 
West New York, New Jersey 07093 

Selim Nesimi & 5704 Hudson Realty L.L.C. 
5704 Hudson Avenue 
West New York, New Jersey 07093 

John P. Wallace, Esq., 
171 East Ridgewood Avenue 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 07450 

Eric Hartsfield, Director 
Division of Customer Assistance 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 91h Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 

Julie Ford-Williams 
Division of Customer Assistance 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 

Christopher Psihoules, DAG 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
Post Office Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101-45029 
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RECEIVED 

JUN 1 6 2015 

rr: l ' ·;TT: n- \J -[ ~'i 
State of New Jersey 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE lAW 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
MAIL ROOM 
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5704 HUDSON REALTY, LLC, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

UNITED WATER NEW JERSEY, 

Respondent. 

Mario M. Blanch, Esq. on behalf of petitioner 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 

OAL DKT. NO. PUC 02555-14 

AGENCY DKT. NO. WC13121170U 

John P. Wallace, Esq on behalf of respondent (United Water New Jersey) Cw1J 

Record Closed: June 12, 2015 Decided: June 15, 2015 

BEFORE KIMBERLY A. MOSS, ALJ: 

v. ~rtf,S 
j). L.e < -~J.~o,.ru 

6, ~-A·.eJ..~ 
) . ~ 

c. J'cJre/q-

This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for hearing f-. Lal?f~ 
as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:148-1 to-15 and N.J.S.A. 52:14F 1 to- 13. A 6 --~/o-w 
telephone prehearing was conducted during which time the hearing date was scheduled. Y. G.e~, 
Several hearings and telephone conferences were scheduled, the last being March 23, c. V<d, ter I 
2015. During the March 23, 2015 conference the parties resolved all issues in dispute. · 

On June 12, 2015 respondent's counsel submitted a Stipulation of Settlement, which is 

attached hereto for reference. 

I have reviewed the record and terrns of the Stipulation of Settlement and FIND: 

New Jerse-y l.r on Equal Opportuntry Employer 
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1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by the 

signatures of the parties or their representatives. 

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent 

with law. 

I CONCLUDE that the agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1 

and therefore. it is ORDERED that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that 

these proceedings be and are hereby concluded. 

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in 

this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision 

within forty-five (45) days and unless such time limit is otherwise extended, this 

recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

52:148-10. 

DATE 

Date Received at Agency: 

Date Mailed to Parties: 

ljb 

KIMBERLY A. MOSS, ALJ 

2 
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

1015 JUN 1 2 p I: 
· r .... 05 

WHEREAS SELIM NESIMI & 5704 HUDSON REALTY LLC (hereinaftef · · · · · .. 
•, ., _.,. l·· . .. . . . \ 

"Customer' .. ) and UNITED WATER NEW JERSEY, (hereinafter ''U\VNJ") hav~ ~~;~ed t~1 'a· ... :,L;,,, 

resolution of a dispute with respect to unbilled and unpaid charges for water consumption at 

prt~mises at 5704 Hudson Avenue, West New York, New Je.rsey, it is hereby agreed by said 

parties as follows: 

1. Customer agrees to pay the totat settlement sum of$44, 152.47 to UWNJ for the 

unbHled and unpaid water consumption provided to· the premises at 5704 Hudson Avenue, w~~·:;t 

New YClrk, New Jersey, in full and final satisfaction of the disputed bill issued by UWNJ to 

Customer, dated August 21,2013, copy of which is attached hereto as ''EXHIBIT A''. 

2. This settlement agreement super3edcs the disputed bills, and cuwslitute~ a new 

service charge tor the usage of water that shall be paid as and due within ten (10) days of the date 

of this Settlement Agreernent. Sttid parties agree that Customer is free to share the content of 

this settlement agreement with NOK!H HUDSON SEWER AUTHORITY (hereinafter 

"NHSA") in the event that a sewer bill results from the unbilled water consumption that is the 

subject of this settlement agreement Said parties acknowledge that NHSA is separate from and 

unaft1liated with UWNJ and UWNJ has no input or control with respect to NHSA, its 

management or operations. 

3. UWNJ reserves the right to collect $63,074.96 in the event that Customer defaults 

in making the settlement payment due per the settlement agreement or tampers with the meter 

after the date of this Agreement.. 

4. Custorner agrees to file voluntary dismissals of its complaints against l JWNJ filed 

1. •. • 
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and/or pending in: (i) the Office of Administrative Law under Docket Number WM13l21l70ll 

and (H) the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County under Docket Num.ber L-869-15 

within 7 days of the date hereof. 

5, This Settlement i3 not an acknowledgment of wrongdving by eilht:r party. 

DATED: March , 2015 SELIM NESIMI & 
5704 HUDSON REALTY LLC 

by)L~ 
March , 2015 

UNITED W jFR NEW JERSEY 

by ___ ~-~;m~k----
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UNITED 

USAGE HISTORY 
IJsoqt In Hunar~ds ot Cubic Fu!l 

(11>'"+1 

SfRVIC~ lO: SWM NESMI 

Billing Date: 
Account Number: 

lo\•1. .. , 

N .. 17 .1 ') v. . J p. ~ 2 

$000 
$2, 146.75CR 
Sl, 146. 75CR 

11.0 0000 11)1 

WAIER CHAAGE 
WATER CHAAG~S 
FACILITY CHARGE 

ssa. ,sua 
SUBU1 

$101 .97 

OSIC SURCHARGE 
TOTAL CURRENT CHARGES 

$0.40 
$63,074.96 

SH 1\tVEI\SE 510~ fOR IMPO(\TANT ACCOUNT INfOilMATION 

Yuur .:on,..imptlon Is bo~ed on on actual readin9 of ~our •»attt mf'tP.r. 
United Water's budg~tt billing pion lets you pay lht! sa.rn~ amount ellch month for yourw11ter pHI. Make bUdgetln9 easier sign up to~ay. t'or 
Information call our Customer Sentite Center at 1·800·422·5987. 
Solie o stamp and 90 popi!tless today! log on to UJ\1/VI.unltedwater.com or call Customer Service to f1nd out more lnforlnot1on and to 11ntoll in 
eBilllng. 
Moke lt oos\1 with Olrec~ D~blt! Pa!l your bill automatically biJ llavlng your poyment electronically deduct~d I rom your chedong or savings 
account. For deJolls, cQil us 01;, visit unltedwatcr.com. 
ApproxlmateiV -4.0625% or S8669.92 ol your Cl.lrrtnt period charges rellecls the overoge Gross Receipt and Franchise Toxes which are paid 
to the Stata o elu Jersey and dlstr1buteo to New )crse.y munldpalltle>. 
On Md\1 31 . 2013, the Company rned Its first Distribution S~stem Improvement Chorg~ (DSIC) r~loted to infrastructure improvements. As o 
result the C9m11ony will bt imPlementing a surcharge effective July 15, 2013. The surchargq is o l'ixed amount based on metl!r ~lze and is 
only oPPIIcot»e to <ienerol l"!ec~rea ana P'ftvate flre c:u)toru~r:.. 
The N~\11 )ersey State Board.of P1,1bllc Utilities (BPU) has approved a rqte incr~ase effective December 19, 2011 for United Water N~w Jersl!y 
custom11rs that Is related pnmunl\1 to S\lstem 1mprouements. Tha t~plcalll!sJ<i~ntiol cv~ tomer will $ee an ovcrcg~ \lflllncrtase ot S4.67 per 
rnonth or opf?rollimately 16 cents per day. A ~cnedula of new r1He~ ~~being prtptJred and will be sent to you In Cl\e farm of a bill fnmt and 
can also be ulewed on our web~ite at 11/WW.unltedv,ater.com. 
CONTINU!D ON NI!X't PACE,., 

l ' ~ ·'· .•. !" .. ... •!"Z'! ' . ' ' .. ' •• .1'!-~-'l-~ 9\T.A!)! 111!f .~N.O,R.f1f.l~~ .T)I ,E .t9TIP\'I .P!J~ll0,~ '?J!f)I,Y~I~ W!'·~~11tt.lt•~ ~~l}J .ff:l !-'\E~I(PE,f~pt!Jlf '?- .. . ' .. ....... . . . ' . ' ·'!'· 
1 ' 

~~ UNITED WATER ~ Cv~0wmer ServTc"i! center 
69 eVrJe lilac~ 
HoekC!tlsock, HJ 07601 

Temp • l'let:urn Service Reque~t~d 

D 

S£ IMCE 110 Oil E$5: S70h HUDSON AV£ 
Wl'ST NEW YORK NJ 

PJ•v>c•.I<.V: J fl f ~ W~ f/ \IOU h~ ... 11'\ldl:o~ 
ehongH ID 1he lnform:nlon on tht rrur.-se ~ld! . 
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I •1'1•1• ,,,\J,111'i'n•t1h•JiP111"'1'''"'111lllntll•tlllllll 
UNIHO WAT€R NEW JeRSeY 
I'AYi-IENT CI:;NTER 
PO aox 371 B04 
PllTSilURGH PA 15250-?804 


