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BY THE BOARD: 

On August 9, 2016, Jersey Central Power and Light Company ("JCP&L" or "Company"), a New 
Jersey public utility, filed a petition with the Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-19, seeking a 
determination that a proposed 230 kilovolt ("kV") transmission line between New Jersey 
Transit's Aberdeen substation in Aberdeen, New Jersey, and JCP&L's Red Bank substation in 
Red Bank, New Jersey, as well as associated upgrades to JCP&L's Taylor Lane substation in 
Middletown, New Jersey ("Project") is reasonably necessary for the service, convenience or 
welfare of the public and therefore the Company is entitled to relief from complying with the 
zoning, site plan review, and other municipal land use ordinances or rules passed by 
municipalities along the proposed Project route under authority of Title 40, the New Jersey 
Municipal Land Use Law. 

On August 10, 2016 the Board transmitted this matter as a contested case to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL"), where it was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") 
Cookson. On September 21, 2016, ALJ Cookson entered a Case Management Order that 
established, inter alia, the schedule for discovery, the filing of pre-filed testimony, and the 
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hearing dates. The Joint Municipal Group ("JMG") was also granted intervenor status by Order 
dated September 21, 2016. Resident's Against Giant Electric, Inc. ("RAGE") was granted 
intervenor status by Order dated October 5, 2016. 

Evidentiary hearings were held on April 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 2017 at the OAL in Newark, New 
Jersey. On March 8, 2018, ALJ Cookson issued a 169-page decision ("Initial Decision"), which 
required exceptions to the Initial Decision to be filed within thirteen (13) days of the date the 
Initial Decision was mailed to the parties, to wit, on or before March 21, 2018. 

On March 21, 2018, all state offices were closed due to a State of Emergency. As such, JCP&L 
filed its exceptions to the Initial Decision on March 22, 2018. 

RAGE and JMG Request 

On March 23, 2018, RAGE filed a request for a three week (3) extension to file its response to 
the exceptions to the Initial Decision, to wit, on or before April 17, 2018. In support of its 
request, RAGE stated that it would "require more than the 5 days provided in the rules" as the 
exceptions filed by the Company were "detailed and lengthy" and "99 pages in length." .RAGE 
further stated that of the time provided in the rules for it to file its response, "two are weekend 
days." JMG joined in RAGE's request by correspondence dated March 23, 2018. 

JCP&L Opposition 

On March 23, 2018, JCP&L filed opposition to the request for a three (3) week extension to file 
responses to the exceptions to the Initial Decision. JCP&L asserted that the extension is 
unwarranted and would provide the intervenors with considerably more time to prepare their 
reply to the exceptions than JCP&L had to file its exceptions to the Initial Decision in this matter. 
JCP&L points out that while the rule allows five (5) days for replies to exceptions, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 1:1-1.4, "[i]n computing a period of time of less than seven days, Saturday, Sunday 
and legal holidays shall be excluded." Therefore, JCP&L states that the response is currently 
due on March 29, 2018. 

The Company further argues that granting the request for an extension until April 17, 2018 
provides twenty-six (26) days for the filing of a response, "which is fundamentally unfair and 
unnecessary." However, the Company indicated that if the Board inclined to grant the extension 
request, it should require all replies to the exceptions to be filed no later than April 4, 2018. 

~ 

RAGE Reply 

By correspondence dated March 25, 2018, RAGE filed its response to JCP&L's opposition. 
RAGE argued that JCP&L had more than thirteen (13) days to file its exceptions because it 
would have started to draft its brief prior to the issuance of the Initial Decision. RAGE also 
stated that JCP&L has failed "to claim that it would suffer any prejudice from the requested 
extension." 

DISCUSSION AND FINDING: 

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 1:1-18.4{d), any party may file a reply within five (5) days from receipt of 
exceptions to an initial decision. However, N.J.A.C. 1:1-18.8(a) provides that the time limit for 
filing exceptions replies to an Initial Decision may be extended for "good cause." Given the 
extensive record in this matter, as well as the length of the Initial Decision and the Company's 
exceptions filed thereto, the Board HEREBY FINDS that RAGE and JMG have demonstrated 
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good cause to warrant a fourteen {14) day extension to file their responses to JCP&L's 
exceptions to the Initial Decision. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY GRANTS RAGE and JMG's 
request for an extension of time, this extension shall apply to any party who is filing a reply to 
JCP&L's exceptions, and HEREBY ORDERS that all responses to the Company's exceptions to 
the Initial Decision be submitted on or before April 12, 2018. 

This Order shall be effective on April 5, 2018. 

DATED: 2)\2 ~ \ \ ~ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

~~~ 
ENDRA J. CHIVUKULA 
MMISSIONER 

~~ 
COMMISSIONER 

RICHARDS. MRO 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: ~ k ,~• l\1&9o mok9-'fDACAM 0-WELCH 
SECRETARY 

I HEREBY CERnFf that 1N wltHn 
document Is a true a>P,dthecmglnal 
in the files of the Board of Publlc utrlftles. 
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