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BY THE BOARD:
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

By petition filed with the Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) on April 19, 2017 (“Petition”), Porter's
Automotive Diagnostics (“Petitioner”) disputed charges associated with electrical service
provided to Petitioner’s business by Atlantic City Electric Company (“Respondent,” or "ACE"),

In its petition, Petitioner stated that it was incorrectly billed by ACE in the amount of $3,446.95.
Petitioner further stated that the billing issue had gone unresolved for some time.

Respondent, in its answer dated May 22, 2017, denied the allegations that Petitioner was
incorrectly billed. ACE requested that the relief sought be denied on the basis that Petitioner
failed to set forth a claim upon which relief may be granted.

On September 19, 2017, the Board transferred the matter to the Office of Administrative Law for
a hearing as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et

sed.

The case was assigned to Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ") Elaine B. Frick.

The parties subsequently voluntarily agreed to resolve the matter and entered into a signed
Stipulation of Settlement (“Stipulation”) that was submitted to the ALJ on February 2, 2018.
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Pursuant to the terms of the Stipulation, and in order to fully resolve this matter, Petitioner
agreed to make a $300 payment on or before February 2, 2018, and make an $800 payment on
or before March 15, 2018. In addition to the payments, the meter socket must be repaired and
inspected.

Upon the successful completion of the terms above, ACE agreed to re-energize Petitioner's
electrical service. The new account will be assessed a $15.00 connection fee and a $645.00
security deposit, which can be split into installments on the first three bills. The agreement
contained in the Stipulation is in full settlement of the Petition filed by Petitioner.

By Initial Decision issued on February 2, 2018, and submitted.to the Board on February 9, 2018,
to which the Stipulation was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Frick found that the

- Stipulation was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy and that it
satisfied the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1.

After review of the Initial Decision and the Stipulation, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the
parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their signatures and that, by
the terms of the Stipulation, they have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this
matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and the Stipulation
executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth herein.

The effective date of this Order is April 5, 2018.
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INITIAL DECISION

SETTLEMENT
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PORTERS AUTOMOTIVE
DIAGNOSTICS, .
Petitioner,
V.
ATLANTIC GITY ELECTRIC
COMPANY,
Respondent.

James Porter, petitioner, pro se

Philip J. Passanante, Esq., for respondent

Record Closed: February=2, 2018 Decided: February 9, 2018 = Far&

BEFORE ELAINE B. FRIGK, ALJ:

Fetitioner, James Porter, disputes charges on his electric bill fot the premises,
Porter's Automotive Diagnostics, located at 352 E. Broadway, Salem, New Jersey. The
matter was fransmitted to the Office of Administrative Law (QAL) on September 22,
2018, After several telephone conference calls, a hearing was scheduled for February
5, 2018, Prior to the hearing date, the parties resolved the matter.

NEV JERSEY IS AN EQUAL QPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

_‘.
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On February 2, 2018, an sxecuted settlement agreement was filed in the QAL
and is attached and fully Incorporated herein. '

| have reviewed the record and the terms of 'settle'rnent and | FIND:

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their

signatures or their representatives' signatures.

et i e o D e . - v

2. The setflement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent |
with the law.

I CONGLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of NJA.G. 1:1-19.1
and that the settlement should be approVed.‘ | approve the settlement and therefore
ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings
be concluded;

‘ I hereby FILE my initial decision with the: BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for
consideration.
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This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in
this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, maodify or reject this decision
within forty-five days and unless such time fimit is otherwise extended, this
recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.SA.
52:14B-10.,

8%
February 9, 2018 (/ a ({(L

DATE : - ELAINE B. FRICK, ALJ

Date Received at Agency: _ allalls

Date Mailed to Parties:

mph
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February 1, 2018

\

James Porler
30 Fort Polnl Rd
Salem, New Jersay 03079

- Re Porter's Automotive Diagneatize v. Atlentle Clty Blestria Company

BPU Docket No. EC170403881
OAL Docket Na. PUC 14085-2017N

Allantic City Electric Actount No.- SRR,

Diagr Mr. Porter;

On bahalf of Atlantle Cily Elentrio Company (*AGE" or the *Company™, this letter
agreament will set forth the 1erms of o settiornant offar regarding the above referericed
malter, - :

This matter arises out of a elaim mada by you that you are not regponsible for aleskic

charges in the amount of $3.448.95 incutred at the property of 352 E. Broadway In

Salem, New Jersey, In order to avaid the ime and expensn of further contesting this

dispite, you end tha Company are wiling to settle this matter for & payment of

§1,110.00. As previously disouseed, a $300.00 payment must be made and confirmed

by AGE - and must be commupicated to the Offica of Agiminisirative Lawy — on or bafore

Noan on Friday, February 2, 2018, AGE will then aliow yau yntil cloge of business on

Thursday, March 15, 2018 to pay the remalning $800.60. In addftion {o peyment and ag

previously discussed, the meter socket musl be repaiced, inspeciad, and an inspaction '
card issued by the municipalityfownship befare re-enarglzation can ocour.

Upon successful campletion of the tarms delailed abava, ACE will re-energlze servica at
352 E. Broadway In Belam, New Jersay and eslabllsh &n sosount under your bualness
fiame. Your maw eccount will be aasagsed A $18.00 connaatian fea and a 645,00
-aecirity dapoalt, which can ba wpllt Into Inetallmente on your ftst ihres bills. Patiyre to
fulfill the payment terms of this agreement as outlines hierein wit result in the required
paymemnt increasing from $1,1100.00 15 $1.350.00.

It you agrea to thess terms and make the intia! payment of F300.00, ACE wilt request
that the Adminlstrative Lew Judge asalyned to this matter posipane the hearing -
schetuled for Mondey, February b, 2018 st the Offics of Admimlstrative Low in Atlantla
City, New Jersey. There {s ho assurance that Adminlsirative | sw -ludge Frick will agraa
{o the adjourmiment, :

If agreed Yo, this lefler agreatnant will be executod by yout and the Company for the sole
purpase of compromising and settiing \his dispute. It is expressly understoad and
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agreed, 23 a condiflon of ihis compromise, that this agreement shall nof constfliute or ba
canstrued ta be an admission on any part of Atlantic Gity Electrio Company or aa
evidenting or indicating an admistion of the truth or eotrestness of any daims assartad
in your Patitioty dated April 20, 2017, You have further ageeed (hat this letler agreament,
ance acknowledyed and executed by you and an authorized reprigentative of the
Company, can be submifted to the Office of Administrative Law and/or the New Jersey
Board of Public Utiliies as notification of satiement and request for withdrawal of the
pending matier,

g
Kindly indicate your agreement by signing below end raturning a fully executed copy to
me befera Neon on Fridey, February 2, 2018, Thank you for your eaoperation in thla
matter. : .

Sincarely,

mﬁﬂa

Sr. Sypervisor
Regulatery/Execulive Relations

Acknowledged and agreed by:
PORTER'S AUTOMOTIVE DIAGNOST(CS

Ja Potter Dgte

.z
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A PI-fI Company

Customer Pavment Recelpt

Cashier Id NMumber; 1800 Tri
Contract Account: -744

Date .- 02/02/2018
Time: 10:21:30
Cagh Payment: $300.00
Other Payment:: $0.00

Total Paymont . &ano.oa

Eleatronle Cheok Convazsion

When you provida a check a8 puymant : You authorize us to either

use the informmtien from your check to make a one-time electronic
fund transfer from YOR¥ adoount or ta process bhe PaRyment ay 5 gheok

transaction,




