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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3" Floor, Suite 314
Post Office Box 350
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350
www.nj.qov/bpu/

ENERGY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY
NATURAL GAS FOR APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL
FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF MANASQUAN,
MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

DECISION AND ORDER

DOCKET NO. GE18040463

R

Parties of Record:

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel

BY THE BOARD:

New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to the
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utiiities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized
under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and transportation of
natural gas to approximately 530,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located
in Monmouth and Ocean Counties, and parts of Middlesex, Burlington and Morris counties in
New Jersey.

NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Manasquan (“Borough”) to
approximately 3,289 residential and 292 commercial customers. The Company's consent to
use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on May 31, 2018."
On March 19, 2018, pursuant to Ordinance No. 2251-18, the Borough renewed its consent and
granted NJNG continued permission to lay, maintain and operate its conductors, mains, pipes
and related appurtenances within the public streets, alleys, squares and public places within the
Borough for a period of twenty (20) years to furnish gas service in the Borough. By letter dated
April 23, 2018, the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent. Copies of the
Ordinance and the letter of acceptance are attached to this Order as Exhibits “A” and “B,”
respectively.

' The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term. This is primarily the
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that atiend to all formal
actions it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law. The
Board has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to
provide service to its customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner.
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On April 25, 2018, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, NJNG filed the instant
petition requesting that the Board approve the consent adopted by the Borough. As required by
law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 12, 2018. William Agee, Esq., the
Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing. A copy of the hearing notice
is attached to this Order as Exhibit "C." Appearances were made on behalf of the Company,
the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel’) and Board Staff. No other party
participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to this
proceeding.

At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and
presented the testimony of John B. Wyckoff, Director of Engineering. According to Mr.
Wyckoff's testimony and discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Borough over the
next five (5) years of approximately forty (40) to fifty (50) customers. Mr. Wyckoff also testified
that the Company has the capacity to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality
and has no plans to change its gas distribution system within the Borough.

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated June 21, 2018, indicated that it does
not object to the approval of the Company's petition since the Company represented that it has
the capacity necessary to coniinue to provide natural gas service to its customers in the
Borough, and since the term of the municipal consent related to the use of streets is limited to a
term of twenty (20) years, which is less than the statutory term maximum of fifty (50) years.
However, Rate Counsel requested that approval of the petition include certain restrictions which
are incorporated in this Order.

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public
convenience and properly serves the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue
to provide safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company
has the necessary experience, financial capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to
continue to provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers, as well as
expected fuiure customers, and that the twenty (20) year duration of the municipal consent to
use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15. Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Borough to continue to
provide gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period
of twenty (20) years.

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions:

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter
to be owned by NJNG.

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this
Board or of this State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or
in any other matters affecting NJNG.
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This Order shall be effective as of August 4, 2018.

DATED: —\\2_9,\\4‘6 | BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

-— /JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO

PRESIDENT

SV ) Ay
MéRY—ANNA HOLDEN DIANNE SOLOMON :
COMMISSIONER | COMMISSIONER
‘UP!'ENDRA J. CHIVUKULA ROBERT M. GORDON
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER

ATTEST: A0 C arienDeided

/AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH
SECRETARY

! HEREBY CERTIFY that the within .
document is 3 true copy of the original i
In the files of the Boand of Public Utilities. o
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURALGAS FOR APPROVAL OF
A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF MANASQUAN, MONMOUTH COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY - DOCKET NO. GE18040463
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Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
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Borough of Manasquan:

Honorable Barbara llaria, RMC, CMR, Clerk
Borough of Manasquan

Borough Hall

201 East Main Street

Manasquan, NJ 08736

Honorable Marion Masnick, Clerk
Monmouth County Freeholders
Monmouth County Hall of Records
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P.O. Box 1255
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Post Office Box 350
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Counsel's Office
megan.lupo@bpu.nj.gov

Christopher Oprysk
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Deputy Attorneys General.
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Division of Law '
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Honorable Christine Giordano
Hanion, Clerk

Monmouth County

Market Yard

33 Mechanic Street

Freehold, NJ 07228

Mark G. Kitrick, Esg.
Municipal Attorney
2329 Route 34 South
Suite 104

Manasquan, NJ 08736
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* BOROQUGH OF MANASQUAN
ORDINANCE 2251-18

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF MANASQUAN, MONMOUTH COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY, GRANTING CONSENT TO NEW JERSEY
NATURAL GAS COMPANY TO LAY, MAINTAIN, AND
OPERATE NATURAL GAS FACILITIES IN THE
MUNICIPALITY.

WHEREAS, on September 17, 2012, the Borough of Manasquan
(*Municipulity”} granted New Jersey Natwral Gas Company (“NING™) 2 franchise and
consent for a period of five (5) years {o lay, maintain and operate natural gas facilitics
in the Municipelity for the purpose of fumishing natural gas in the Municipality,
which franchise and consent expires on May 31, 2018; and

WHREREAS, NJNG has continued o serve natural pas to the Municipality’s
residents and now makes epplication to the Municipality 10 continue to exercise
NING's franchise rights in the Municipality and to continue to maintein and operatc
its natural pas facilities in the Municipality; _

NOW, THEREFQRE, BE IT RESOLYED by (he Borough Council of the
Borough of Manasquan, Monmouth County, New Jersey, on this 5th day of March,
2018 that NJNG be and is hereby authorized to lay, mainmtain and operate its
conductors, mins and pipes, together with appurienances thercto, in all the public
streets, alleys, squares and public places in the Municipality for the pueposes of
conduciing natural gas or any mixture of gases of various types including natural gas
for the purpose of transmitting and distributing such gas in the Municipality for a
period of tweaty (20) years npon tic following terms nit vunditions:

NING shall:

(a}  first novify the Municipality in advance by application. in writing. of the
streets, alleys, squares and public places to be opened for the laying or
repairing of natuml pas mains and pipes in the Municipality, 1ogether
with a map or plan of such work;

(b)  sceurc a permil for such work; and

(¢} conducet the work of laying or repairing such facilities in & careful and
prudent mamner and no strect shall remain open longer than absolutely
necgssary to lay or repair the work.

By its acceptance of this Ordinance, NING also agrees 1o save harmless the
Municipality from all claims, dernands or damages by reason of its negligence in the
construclion, maimienance or operation of said mains and pipes occupying the streets,
alleys. squares, and public places under the provisions of the consent granted by this
Ondinance.

NING agrees thal. in alt cases in which strocl openings or chcavolions are
mude for the purpescs aloresaid, the pavement and the surface of the streets, alleys,
squares or rondways shall be restored 1o Lhe same condition as existed prior to the
opening of such pavemenl or surface.

Nothing contained in this consent shell be construed to impase 2ny obligation
on the part of the Municipality lo open any streels, rouds, avenucs or highways. or
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parts of any stréet, rood, avenue or highway. not previously dedicated or opencd to the
public usc, and nothing therein comained shall be consirued in any count or place as an
acceptance of any unacecpted street, youd, avenue or highway or any part of an
unaccepled sireet, road, avenuc or highway. ‘

NING, its successors and assigns, shall at all times during the term of the
franchisc, furnish safe, adequate and proper service to the Municipality and keep and
mainiain its property and equipment in such conditions as o enable it to do so.

Nothing in this Ordinance shail be construed to grant NING, its successors and
assigns, an cxclusive right, or 10 prevent the granting of permission znd eonsent to
other companies for like putposes, on any strecls, roads, avenues or highways of this
Municipality.

NING shall conduct the work of Inying or repajring gas mains and pipelines in
a careful and prudent manner.

NING shall file with the Municipal Clerk, within sixty (60) days from the date
of this Onrdinance, its accepiance of the tcrms and provisions of this franchise consent
and ils sgreement to be bouwd by the terms and provisions of the franchise consem
once it is approved by the New Jersey Board of Public Ulilitics.

This Ordinance shall not become cffective untit it is approved by the New
Jersey Board af Public Urilities.
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NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ordinance No. 2251-18 is being
intreduced at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Manasyusn on
the 5* day of March, 2013, and read for the first time, The said Ordinance is going to
be ‘considered for finul passage by the Mayor and Council at Borough Hail, 201 Bast
Main Street, Manasquan, NJ 08736 at 7:00 p.m. on the 19* day of March 2018, At
such time and plece, or at any such time or place 1 which said mering may. be
adjoumed, all imerested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning
said ordinance. A copy of this ardinance can be oblained without cost by any member
of the general public at the office of the Municipal Clerk in Borough Huli between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. excepl on lega) holidays.

Barbara 1laris, RMC
Munleipal Clerk

Mark G. Kitriek, Esquire
Municipal Attomey
2329 Rowe 34 South
Suite 104

Manasquan, NJ 08736

Passed on First Reading and Intreduction: March 5, 2018
Approved on Second Reading and Final Hearing: March 19, 2018

EDWARD G. DOROVAN
Mayor
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New Jersey
6 Natural Gas

April 23, 2018

Via Federal Express Overnight Delivery

Honorable Barbara Nlaria, RMC CMR
Municipal Clerk

Borough Hall

201 East Main Street

Manasquan, New Jersey 08736

Re: ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF MANASQUAN, MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY, GRANTING CONSENT TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL
GAS COMPANY TO LAY, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE
NATURAL GAS FACILITIES IN THE MUNICIPALITY
ORDINANCE 2251-18 :

Dear Ms. Ilaria:

New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NING”) hereby accepts the terms and
provisions of the franchise consent granted by the Borough Council on March 19, 2018
and hereby agrees to be bound by the terms and provisions thereof. Se¢ Ordinance 2251-
18 attached hereto. ‘

Please be advised that NJNG will submit the Ordinance to the New Jersey Board
of Public Utilities for approval.

Respectfully submitted,

A S S

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
Regulatory Affair Counsel

AKD:fk

1415 Wyckoff Road P.O. Box 1464  Wall, NJ 07718  Phone: 800-221-0051 www.ning.com
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P-3

New Jersey
A Natural Gas

May 16,2018

Honorable Barbara llaria, RMC, CMR, Clerk Honorable Marion Masnick, Clerk

Borongh of Manasquan Monmouth County Frecholders
Borough Hall Monmeuth County Hall of Records
201 East Main Street : One East Main Strest
Manasquan, New Jersey 08736 P.O. Box 1255
Freehold, NJ 07728
Honorable Christine Giordano Hanlon, Clerk
Monmouth County
Market Yard
33 Mechanic Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

RE: In the Matter of the Petition of New Jersey Natural Gas for the
Approval of 2 Municipal Franchise in the Borongh of Manasquan,
Mormouth County

BPU Docket No.GE18040463
NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT HEARING
Dear Honorable Clerks:

Pursuant to the provisions of XJ.5.4. 48:2.14, New Jersey Natural Gas Company
(*NJNG™) has applied to the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Boeard™) for approval
of the Borough of Manasquan’s (“Borough”) Ordinance 2251-18, which granted NING
permission to continue to provide natural gas service in the Borough as provided in said
Ordinance. Please be advised that the Board has set June 12, 2018 at 1:30 PM at the
Board's offices located at 44 South Clinton Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 in

Conference Room 7W as the time and place for the hearing on this matier. You are
welcome to altend to put your views on the record if you desire.

Rcspcctfully submitted, ;

Andrew K. Dcmbn, Esq.
Regulatory Affairs Counsel

AKD:fk
C: Service List

1585 Wyckall Road PG Box 1564 Wakt BJ 07119 Fhone 800.221.0051 weaw mng com
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