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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities
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CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE

ORDER ADOPTING
INITIAL DECISION

Eddy Munoz,
Petitioners

V..

BPU DOCKET NO. GC18050504U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10149-18

Elizabethtown Gas,
Respondent

Parties of Record:

Eddy Munoz, petitiohers, 'pro se

Brendan J. Mooney, Esq., for respondent
BY THE BOARD:

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Eddy Munoz (“F’etitioner") filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) on May 3,
2018 (“Petition”) disputing charges assotiated with service provided by Elizabethtown Gas
(“‘ETG"). In her Petition, Petitioner stated that she was incorrecily billed by ETG.

ETG, in its answer dated July 5, 2018, denied the allegation that Ms. Munoz was incorrectly
billed. ETG contended that services were supplied and billed in accordance with terms and
conditions and rate schedules set forth .in its Board approved Tariff. The Company requested
that the relief sought be denied on the basis that Ms. Munoz failed to set forth a claim upon
which relief may be granted. .

On July 11, 2018, the Board transferred the matter to the Office of Administrative Law for a
hearing as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S:A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et

seq.

The case was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Judith Lieberman.
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The parties subsequently voluntarily agreed to resolve the matter and entered into.a signed
Stipulation of Settlement (“Stipulation”) that was submitted to the ALJ on October 30, 2018.

Pursuant to the terms of the Stipulation, and in order to fully resolve this matter, ETG agreed to
not bill Ms. Munoz's account in the amount of $726.09. The settlement further provided that Ms.
Munoz enter in to a six month payment arrangement to pay the existing balance of $753.35,
which will consist of six equal payments of $125.56. Ms. Munoz also agreed to pay her ETG
bills in .a timely basis going forward. :

By Initial Decision issued on November 1, 2018, and submitted to the Board on November 14,
2018, ALJ Lieberman found that the Stipulation was voluntary, its terms fully disposed of all
issues in controversy, it was consistent with the law, and that it satisfied the requirements of
N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. -

After review of the Initial Decision and the Stipulation,. the Board HEREBY FINDS that the
parties have voluntarily agreed to the Stipulation as evidenced by their signatures and that, by
the terms of the Stipulation, they have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this
matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and the Stipulation
executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth herein.

The effective date of this Qrder is December 28, 2018.
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RO A BY:
/ -

/JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO

PRESIDENT
\,Q/QLU—WMM ' N kw

/ARY-ANNA HOLDEN : DIANNE SOLOMON

OMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA _ ROBERT M. GORDON
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER
ATTEST: ku&&&\ MW

J AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH .
SECRETARY
2 BPU DOCKET NO. GC18050504U

| HEREBY CERTIFY

that the within OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10149-18
document is . :
I the s of the Bowegof oo ne!



Agenda Date: 12/18/18
Agenda ltem: VIIA

EDDY MUNOZ, Petitioner
V.
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS, Respondent
BPU DOCKET NO. GC18050504U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10149-18

SERVICE LIST

Eddy Munoz
. 194 Meade St., Apt. #2
Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861

Mary Patricia Keefe, Esq.

V.P/External Affairs & Business Support
Elizabethtown Gas

520 Green Lane

Union, New Jersey 07083

Eric Hartsfield, Director

Julie Ford-Williams, Chief
Division of Customer Assistance
Board of Public Utilities

‘Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

. Edc.Hartsfield@bpu.nj.gov
Julie.Ford@bpu.nj.gov

Emma Yao Xiao, DAG
Department of Law & Public Safety
Division of Law

124 Halsey Street

Post Office Box 45029

Newark, NJ 07101-45029

Emma.Xiao@law.njoag.gov

3 BPU DOCKET NO. GC18050504U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10149-18



RECE#VED
CASE MANAGEMF‘\.{T

I TR
ROARD OF PUBLIC gt T S NOV- ’M 2018
" NOV 142018 BOARD OF PUBLiC UTILTIES:
NOV 1 4L2 ' 24 _ TRENTON N
| MA_‘L, RECEVED - ‘State of New Jersey
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRA TIVE LAW
INITIAL DECISION .
SETTLEMENT
OAL DKT. NO. PUC 10149-18 ~
AGENCY DKT. NO. GC18050504Lf
EDDY MUNOZ, .
 Pefitioner,
V.
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS,
" Respondent.

Eddy Munoz, petitioner, pro se

Brendan J. Mooney, Esq., for respondent, (Cul!err and Dykman, LLP
attomeys) '

Record Closed. October 30, 2018 Decided: November 1, 2018

BEFORE JUDITH LIEBERMAN, ALJ:
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This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law on July 17, 2018,
S Petvaude

for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.LS.A. 52:14B-1 1o -15 and Co\ C)me/

N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1to -13.

| have reviewed the terms of settlement and | FIND:
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1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the seftlement as evidenced by
their signatures or their representatives’ signatures on the attached
document. {(J-1.) .

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controvérsy between them
and is consistent with the law.

| CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1
and that the settlement should be approved. | ‘épproye’ the settlement and therefore
ORDER thaf the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings
be concluded. ‘

| hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consnderation

This recommended decision may be adopted, modlfed or rejected by the
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorlzed to make a final decision in
this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not-adopt, modify or reject this decisiori
within forty-five days. and unless such time limit is otherwise . extended, this
récommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A,
52:14B-10. |

November 1, 2018 | it fl foo b
DATE UDITH LIEBERMAN, ALJ
Date Received at Agency: e .;L.,;,g

Date Mailed to Parties: U a4

]
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APPENDIX -

LIST OF EXHIBITS

Jointly Subhiﬁed:

J-1  Settlement Agreement, recejved By the Office of Administrative-Law on
October 30, 2018, o
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Gas
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FROM: Brendan Mooney . DIRECT DIAL: (516) 357-3757
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O URGENT [ FOR REVIEW O PLEASE COMMENT [0 PLEASE REPLY
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CULLENand DYKMANLLP

: Garden City Center
_ 100 Quentin Roosevelt Boilevard,
BRENDAN J. MOONEY . . Garden City, New York 11530-4850
ASSOCIATE X
Dukect Dipu: (S16) 3593757 . 'I'elephone (516) 3573700 » Facsimile (516) 357-3792
DigECT Fax: (ST6) 357-3702
BAOONEY@OULLENANDDYEMAN.COM _
Qctober 30, 2018
Via First Clags Mail and Facsimile ' o ‘ " ewen
8
Hou. Judith Licberman (Facsimile — 609-669-4100) S AP
State of New Jerscy 2 8
Office of Administrative Law e
P.O. Box 049 ' e
Trenton, New Jersey 086’15 0049 T
o

Re:  Munoz, Eddy v, Elizabethtown Gas i o
‘OAL Docket No. PUC 10149-2018 8

Dear Judge Lieberman:

Please find enclosed for Your Honor’s consideration a Scttlement Agreement signed by
the parties 1o the above-referenced matter, If the Settlement Agreement is acceptable to you, I
respect{ully request that Your Honor issue a decigion approving same:

Please feel free to contact me should you require additional information.

Very truly yours,

BIM/nc

cer EBlizabethtown (as -
Eddy Munoz (mné%legal@hotmail.com)

Founded 1850

ALEANY LONG Js1.4ND MANHATTAN Now Jrrsmy WasamweTon, D.C,
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Petitioncr, : W

\Z _ : OAL Docket No. PUC 10149-2{!1887:J

1 BPU Docket No. GClSﬁSDSGr{Q: g
Tlizabethtown Gas Company, : S

Respondent. : Coad O
X
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This Scttlement Agreement (“Agreement”) is made this30%day of October 2018, by and
between Ehzabethtown Gas Company (*Elizabethlown™), a public utility comoration with offices al
520 Green Lane Union, New Jersey 07083 and Bddy Munoz, an individual residing at 194 Meads

Street, Apt, 2, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 (the “Petitioner™ and collectively Elizabathtown
and Petitioner are hereinafter referred to asthe “Partics™),

WHEREAS, Ellzabethtown provides ndtural gas service to the premises located at 196
Meade Street, Apt 2F, Perth Amboy, New Je crscy 08861 (the “Premises™);

WLIEREAS, Pa,titioncr is Identified by Rlizabethtown’s records as the customer of record for

" the gas service rendered to 194 Meade Street, Apt. 2, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 under
Elizabethtown Account No.4BgilE256 (the “Account™);

WHEREAS, Petitioner is the owner of the real property where the Premises are located;
WHEREAS, in September 2017 Elizabethtown billed the Account $726.09 for unpaid gas

service charges (the “Disputed Amount™) for gas consumed at the Premises during the penod
between November 21, 2016 and April 11, 2017;

WHEREAS, a dispute arose between Petitioner and Elizabethtown regardmg the validity of .
the Disputed Amount {the “D:sputc").

WHEREAS, in November 2017, Elizabethtown set aside and removed from Petitioner’s bill
the Disputed Amount, pending resolution of the Dispute;

WHEREAS, on or about May 13, 2018, Petitioner filed with the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities (“Board”) a Petition for Formal Hearing (“Petition™), which was assigned Board Docket
Number GC18050504U, disputing the validity of the Disputed Amount;

WHEREAS, the Board transferred the matter to the Ofﬁcc Adwlnistrative Law, which
assigned it OAL Daocket Number PUC 10149-2018 §; and

WIIEREAS, the Parties desire to resolve the Dispute,

FSCAUATTIVION {Cutomer ComplalnphBiTiing DIspReE Munasitstilonteitt Affssihait = Miaigavd s
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NOW T‘PlEREFORE, in consideration of the mulual covenants, conditions and terms contained
hercin, the Parties agree to be legally bound hercby as follows:

1. In the interest of rcsolvmg this malter, and without agreeing with the merits of the
aliegauons set forth in the Petition,. Elizabethtown agrees that it will not bill the
Account in the amouni of $726.09 (the “Setlement Amount™), which amount
Elizabethtown removed from Petitioner’s bill in November 2017 and, furthermore,
Clizabethtown agrees to permit Pelitioner to pay the existing Account balance of
$753.35 pursuant to a six-month payment plan consisting of six equal payments of
$125.56 (the “Payment Plan®), _ -

2. Without admitting fault or liability, Petitioner agrees to settle (he Dispute In
accordance with the terms hereof and to discontinue with prejudice the actions
pending pursuent to Board Docket Number GCI80505041) and OAL Docket
Number PUC 10149-2018 S, Petitioner further agrees not (o otherwisc pursue ot
make a claim arising out of or refated to the Disputs or the Disputed Amount.

3 The Settlement Amount shall be removed from Elizabethtown’s records for the
Account and the Payment Plan commenced either within forty-five (45) days
following an Administrative Law Judge’s Initlal Decislon approving the Settlement
Agreement, or within ten (10) days of 2 Board Order approving such Initial Decision,
whichever occurs earlier.

[ LI .
4.  This Settlement Agreement shall not eliminate or otherwise affect Petitioner's
obligation to make payments for natural gas service charges niot associated with the
Disputed Period that bave or may become due to Elizabethtown.

- s, In the event that Petitioner fails to make payments in accordance with Paragraph No.
4 above, the Patties agree that Elizabethtown may exercise any rights that it has
under applicable laws, regulations or its Tariff including, without imitation, seeking

payment of the full amount then duc and owmg and/or discontlnuing scrvice to the
Premiscs.

6. This Settlement Agreement shall be governed by and construcd in accordance with-
the laws of the State of New Jersey. In the event that any provmon of this
Settlement Agreement is deemed invalid or unenforcesble, those provisions not
decmed Invalid or unenforceable shall remain in full force and effect.

7. Any amendment or modification o this Settlement Agreement shall be binding only
if evidenced in a wntzng signed by the Parties. :

8, This Settlement Agrecmcnt may be c.z;ebuted in counterparis, cuch ol which shall be
deemed an original, and all of which, when taken together, shall be deemed to be one
and the same document. Signatures lo this Settlement Agreement may be
transmitted via facsimile or other electronic means and shal] have the same foree and

FADOSEUL TAGUUGK {Curtnmer ComplaiateiHilling Disputeaih Munarienlanent Aptociiet = Mulor vl dua:
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effect as physical execution and delivery of the document bearing the original
signature, .

9, . The undersigned agree that this Settlemont Agreement contains mutually balancing
und interdependent provisions and Is intended to be accepted and approved in its
entirety. In the cvent any particular aspect of this Settlement Agreement is not
accepted and approved by the Board, or is modified by the Board, the Party that is
adversely affected by such Board action, may cither accept the modification or
declare this Seitlement Agresment to be null and void, and the Parties shall be placed
in the same position that they were in immediately prior to its execution.

[Remainder of this page feﬁ fnrent:‘oﬁa!ly btank.‘Signamre page follows.]

-~

3 . .
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N WITNESS WHEREOF,. the Parties have duly cxccufcd this Seftlement Agreement as of
the day and year first above written. _

Elizabethtown Gas Company

By: /i"‘?F ﬁ"'if’(..

Mary Patricia Keefc, Esq.
Vice President, Regulatory Aﬁ‘ans and
Business Support .

Eddy Munoz

.4 :
C:\Uss\AHaodils\A s pD 21\ soa DMicrcacRWWindown\IN el CachConomt Oul oo kiGTR Y WOXO0S sitlemant Agrestweat « Munaz, doet



’

10/30/2018 12:48 FAX 5183573797 CULLEN AND DYRMAN LLP - Roor

N WI’I‘NESS WHEREOF, the Parties have duly cxceuted this Seitlement Agresment as. of
- the-day and year fixst abave written,

Elizsbiethtown Gas Cumpany

By: - e

Moary Patricia Keefe, Esq.
Vice President, Regulatory Affairsand - -
Buginess Support,

.4
FADOCTHATION06R (Fustonsr Compllnis RIS DhsaniodF Wunca\Setmend Agrotmiest « Mg vi-d.one



