
STATE'OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

Agenda Date: 1/17/19 
Agenda Item: VIIB 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 
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V. 
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Justin B. lncardone, Esq., for respondent 

BY THE BOARD: 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

ORDER ADOPTING 
INITIAL DECISION 

BPU DOCKET NO. EC18060651U 
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10899-18 

Kurt P. Schwartz (Petitioner), filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities ("Board") on June 
18, 2018 ("Petition") disputing charges associated with service provided by Public Service 
Electric and Gas Company ("PSE&G"). This matter was transmitted to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL") on July 31, 2018, for determination as a contested case. The case 
was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Tricia M. Caliguire. 

In the Petition, Petitioner stated that PSE&G refused to offer him a deferred payment 
arrangement ("DPA") in violation of applicable law and regulations. 

A prehearing conference, scheduled for September 4, 2018, was adjourned to October 3, 2018, 
with a hearing scheduled for January 15, 2019. 

· The parties entered into a Stipulation of Settlement ("Stipulation") on January 4, 2019. Pursuant 
to the Stipulation, Petitioner agreed to pay past due charges on his account with PSE&G in the 
amount of $4,549.18, under a DPA with PSE&G. The DPA provides for an initial payment of 
$252.00 per month, in addition to the current monthly charges, for seventeen consecutive 
months. Petitioner also agreed to pay the amount of $265.18 plus the current monthly charges 
in the eighteenth month, after which the past due amount of $4,549.18 would be fully paid. The 
DPA provided that the first payment was to commence with the November 28, 2018 monthly bill. 
The parties further agreed that in the event Petitioner breaches the DPA, PSE&G may enforce 



regular collection activity pursuant to N.J.A.C. 14:3-7.7. The parties agreed that the Stipulation 
fully disposes of all issues in controversy. 

By Initial Decision dated January 7, 2019, and submitted to the Board on January 8, 2019, ALJ 
Caliguire found that the Stipulation was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in 
controversy, it was consistent with law and that it satisfied the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1 :1-
19.1. 

After review of the Initial Decision and the Stipulation, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the 
parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their signatures and that, by 
the terms of the Stipulation, they have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this 
matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and the Stipulation 
executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth herein. · 

The effective date of this Order is January 27, 2019. 

DATED: 

MARY-ANNA HOLDEN 
COMMISSIONER 

UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER 

ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER 

AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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Kurt P. Schwanz, 
Petitioner, 
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Public Service Electric and Gas Company, 
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Parties of Record: 

Kurt P. Schwarz, petitioner, pro se 
Justin B. lncardone, Esq., for respondent 

BY THE BOARD: 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE 

ORDER ADOPTING 
INITIAL DECISION 

BPU DOCKET NO. EC18060651U 
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 10899-18 

Kurt P. Schwartz (Petitioner), filed a petition with the Board of Public Utilities ("Board") on June . 
18, 2018 ("Petition") disputing charges associated with service provided by Public Service 
Electric and Gas Company ("PSE&G"). This matter was transmitted to the Office of 
Administrative Law ("OAL") on July 31, 2018, for determination as a contested case. The case 
was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Tricia M. Caliguire. 

In the Petition, Petitioner stated that PSE&G refused to offer him a deferred payment 
· arrangement ("DPA") in violation of applicable law and regulations. 

A prehearing conference, scheduled for September 4, 2018, was adjourned to October 3, 2018,. 
with a hearing scheduled for January 15, 2019. 

The parties entered into a Stipulation· of Settlement ("Stipulation") on January 4, 2019. Pursuant 
to the Stipulation, Petitioner agreed to pay past due charges on his account with PSE&G in the 
amount of $4,549.18, under a DPA with PSE&G. The DPA provides for an initial payment of 
$252.00 per month, in addition to the current monthly charges, for seventeen consecutive 
months. Petitioner also agreed to pay the amount of $265.18 plus the current monthly charges 
in the eighteenth month, after which the past due amount of $4,549.18 would be fully paid. The 
DPA provided that the first payment was to commence with the November 28, 2018 monthly bill. 
The parties further agreed that in the event Petitioner breaches the DPA, PSE&G may enforce 
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regular collection activity pursuant to N.J.A.C. 14:3-7.7. The parties agreed that the Stipulation 
fully disposes of all issues in controversy. 

By Initial Decision dated January 7, 2019, and submitted to the Board on January 8, 2019, ALJ 
Caliguire found that the Stipulation was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in 
controversy; it was consistent with law and that it satisfied the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-
19.1. 

After review of the Initial Decision and the Stipulation, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the 
parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their signatures and that, by 
the terms of the Stipulation, they have fully resolved all outstanding contested issues in this 
matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and the Stipulation 
executed by the parties in their entirety as if fully set forth herein. 

The effective date of this Order is January 27, 2019. 

DATED: '-\ \1\\C\ 

// 
r 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

~ SEPH L. FIORDALISO 
RESIDENT 

~~VUKU. 

COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: \tcl-o~M\JO~ 
AfDA CAMACHO-WELCH . 
SECRETARY 

· I HEREBVCERTIFY111atdllwllllln 
:Jocument Is a tn"' cowaf thaOll!llnlll 
<n th2files of the lloataof Ptlbllclllllties. 

IN \J< &XY\,9'.'v\ I 
DIANNE SOLOMON = 
COMMISSIONER 

~ 
ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER 
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State of New Jersey 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

KURT P. SCHWARTZ, 

Petitioner. 

V, 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

ELECTRIC AND GAS COMPANY, 

Respondent. 

Kurt P. Schwartz, petltioner, prose · 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 

OALDKT. NO. PUC 10899-18 

AGENCYDKT NO. EC1806065 1U 

Justin B. lncardone, Associate General Regulatory Counsel, for respondent 

(Tamara L. Linde, ElCecutive Vice-President and General Counsel) 
K. '-r<t\lJQ, 

i) ~m'l 

/; • l4ql'~Sli 
J. fMj 

Record Closed: January 4, 2019 

BEFORE TRICIA M. CALIGUIRE, ALJ: 

Decided: January 7, 2019 

. (2. l.l\ml:r,-4-
/Z. ,vtq .Jo> 

STATEMENT OF CASE t) 8t11"-I-~ 
)C.. i:: l'l ""-
s . f q t,,\/l\} cu.. 

Petitioner Kurt P. Schwartz (Schwartz) challenges the alleg~d refusal of respondent e. \/ll(i-\,iv-

Public Service Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G, the Company) to offer him a deferred 

pc1ym~11l c1rrangement (DPA) in violation of applicable law and regulations. 

New Jersey is an E:q11a/ Opp,,rlunity Employer 
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OAL DKT. NO. PUC 10899-18 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

On June 19, 2018, Schwartz filed a .petition against· respondent with the New Jersey 

Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU, Board}. On July 19, 2018, filed an answer and the Board 

transmitted Schwartz's petition to the Office of Administrative Law on August 1, 2018, tor 

determination as a contested case. N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 to -15; N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13; 

N.J.A.C. 1:14-8.1. 

A prehearing conference scheduled for September 4, 2018, was adjourned at 

petitioner's request. On October 3, 2018, the prehearing conference was held, and the 

hearing scheduled for January 15, 2019. 

On January 4, 2019, the parties filed a Stipulation of Settlement (Stipulation} which is 

attached and fully incorporated herein. (J-1.) · 

Pursuant to the terms of.the Stipulation, and in order to fully resolve thia dispute, the 

parties agreed that petitioner owes past due charges on his energy account with PSE&G · 

(account number ending in 818) of $4,549.18. Petitioner agrees to pay the past due charges 

under a DPA beginning with the PSE&G monthly bill dated November 28, 2018, with the 

following terms: (1) petitioner shall pay the amount of $252.00/month lJPA plus current 

monthly charges for seventeen consecutive months; and (2) petitioner shall pay the amount 

of $265.18 DPA plus current monthly charges in the eighteenth month, after which the past due 

amount of $4,549.18, will be paid in full. 

The parties also agree that if petitioner breaches the DPA, PSE&G can proceed with 

regular collection activity pursuant to N.J.A.C. 14:3-7.7. Finally, the parties agree that the 

Stipulation r_esolves all issues in controversy between them. 

I have reviewed the terms of settlement and I FIND: 

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settleme11t as evidenced by their 

signatures or their representatives' signatures on the attached Stipulation. 

2 
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2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controv1::n,y betwee1, tho 

parties and is consistent with the law. 

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the BOARD 

OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by l::iw is authorized to make a final decision in this matter. If 

the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision within forty-five days 

and unless such time limit is otheiwise extended, this recommended decision shall become 

a final decision in accordance with N.J.SA. 52:148-10. 

January 7, 2019 

DATE 

Date Received at Agency: 

Date Mailed to Parties: 

nd 

I · 'i'.-1 

I· 8-1 
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APPENDIX 

EXH1BIT.S 

Jointly Submitted: 

J-1 Stipulation .of Settlement 
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Kurt P. Schwartz 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

~ '.!f~t~~;, 
( l~ 

Petitioner, STIPULATIOIII OF SETTLEMENT 

v. OAL Doeket No. PUC 10899-2018N 

) BPU Docket No. EC18060651U , . 

) 

Public Service Eltctric and Gas Company ) 

~espond11nt. 

on or &bout June 19, 2018. Petitioner filtd a petition in the above-referenced billin9 dispute. This 
matter having been brought before the Office of Administrawe Law by the petitioner Kurt P. Sohwart% 
("Petitioner"), ag.ilnst Respondent Public Service Electric and Gas Company C'PSE&G or "Respondent'') 
for utility service rendered by PS1:&l3 to the premise of 53 Center Avenue, Little Falls, New Jersey, 

· account number ending 818. (the "Property") and tl'le partie& having "Y'""ll to sett!• this matt~r, horby 
set forth the terma and condiliOn, of their aettlement agreement as follows. 

1) The current pait due energy charges on account number ending 818 is 94,549, 18, 

2) With re1.1pect to the past due charges of $4,649.18 for energy charges, .The petitioner 
has entered Into a deferred payment arrangemant(DPA) for 18 consecutil/e months, 
beginning December 2018 •nd c:om;:luding in June 2020. Terms on the arrangement.are for 
17 consecutlvB monthly payments on current charges, p!U6 S252 OPA. The 101

• and final 
DPA payment wlll be $296.18 plus the current monthly cf,arges. 

3) The payment ammgementwill begin on the Novemb8r 28, 2018 bill. 

4) The last paymenlmade by pe~tloner wa~ for $601.60 on March 20, 2018. 

5) if the DPA Is broken, PSE:&G can proceed with regular colll;lction activity aa noted in New 
Jersey Administrative Code N.JA.C. 14:3-7.7, 



- .• 

0) This Agreement reeolves and &&ttles the dispute capUoned above; Respondent and 
Petitioner agrea that no elaima or grievances ca~ ba later adjudicated relating thereto. 

· 7) The tmdersigned agrae that this Settlement contains mutually bal11nclng and 
interdependent provisions and Is intended ta be accepted and approved in ilt entirety. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC & GAS CO. 

James Walsh, PSE&G Customer Operations 

By: 2:d- I. )cAe6 
7::P. Schwartz. (Petitioner) 

Signed copies on file • 

,...,..,Tl\1 r; r.,I 


