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ORDER OF EXTENSTION 
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The Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge was received by the Board of Public 
Utilities (Board) on April· 26, 2019; therefore, the 45-day statutory period for review and the · 
issuing of a Final Decision will expire on June 10, 2019. Prior to that date, the Board requests 
an additional 45-day extension of time for issuing the Final Decision in order to adequately 
review the record in this matter. 

Good cause having been shown, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-10(c) and N.J.A.C. 1:1-18.8, IT IS 
ORDERED that the time limit for the Board to render a Final Decision is extended until July25, 
2019. 

DATED: S \2.:=o \,C\ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

/~ BY:
1 

. 

ATTEST: 

li 1/}L 'A~ 
dQSEPH L FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 
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1 Authorized by the Board to' execute this Order of Extension on its behalf: 
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State of New Jersey 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

INITIAL DECISION 

SETTLEMENT 
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~E:CEIVED· . 
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AGENCY REF. NO. WC16060488U 

CORRADO DE GIOIA, 

Petitioner, 

V. 

SUEZ WATER NEW JERSEY 

BILLING DISPUTE, 

Respondent. 

----""•,•• 

. Richard W. M.ickiewicz, Esq., for Petitioner 

John P. Wallace, for Responcient SUEZ water New Jersey 
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C..u,t tt><r,:r-A.ss'isknc,t. ' 
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Record Closed: April 15, 2019. Decided: April 16, 2019 

BEFORE JOHN P. SCOLLO, ALJ: 

The Board of Public Utilities transmitted this matter to the Office of Administrative 

Law (OAL) wl1ere it was received r;ind filed on August 5, 2016 for l1earing as a contested 

case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B,1 to -15 and N.J.S.A. 52:14F1 to -13. Several 

telephone conferences w·ere lleld wherein the parties discL1ssed with the undersigned 

the possibility of working towards an amicable resolL1tion of the within mstter. By e-mail 

· correspondence dated April 15 2019, Petitioner';i r:n1msel forwarded to the C:rn11i a 

Now Jersey i• an Equal Opporlunlty Erllpll,yar 
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Settlement Agreement indicating the terms of settlemer,t which is attached hereto and 

1nade a part hereot. 

I have reviewed t11e record and. terms of the settle11ient and FIND: 

1. The parties have voluntarily agr.eed to the resolution of the within matter 

as evidenced by their signatLires or the signatures of their representatives. 

2, The Settlement fully disposes of ali'issL1es in controversy and Is consistent· 

with the law. 

Therefore, I CONCLUDE that this Settlement Agreement meets the requirements 

of N.,),A.C. 1:1-19.1 and thei1 the settlement should be approved·. Accclrdlngly, it is 

ORDeRED that tl1e paiil0S comply with the terms, and it is FURTHER ORDERED that 

tho proceedings in this matter be conclL1ded. 

I hereby FILE· my initial decision with the BOP,RD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for 

consideration. 

This recommended decislot'1 may be adopted, modified or rejected by the 

BOARD OF PUBLIC ,UTILITIES, which by law is authorized lo make a final del)IBior1 in 

this matt<~r. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision 

within forty-five days and lrnless such time limit is otherwise extended, this 

recommended decision shall become a final deoiiiion in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

52:14B-10. 

_1([·(' 1·; I )6 2. ,, r '1 

DATE 

Date Received at A1J~11cy: 

Date Mailed to Parties: 
db 

2 

(/ • ,, I/ ,' J £'. ;:> 1:· . 
. ! • ' l .. ·" : .. -·· .. , ~.' /~ ti/.,.C.r- i 11 j 

Ii 
JOHN' P. SCOLLO, ALJ I 

(. 
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WHEREAS COltRADO d;,G{OIA 01~re.inl\ft(\r "Customer") and SUEZ WATER NEW 

JERSEY, CT,ereinafrer "SWNJ") have agreed to ft re~ohttion of a dispute with respect to _unbilled 

and unpaid r.harges for water consutripti(m 1it pr<:lmiw~a .it 112 49th Street, Union City, New 

Xerscy (hereiuaHei· '~Premise~"), a11c1 

\YHER EAS Customer has chal\oug,,d tho a.coiirucy of m,,tcr readings upc111 whk,h SWNJ 

relied on in issul11g the disputed bills, and 

WHEREAS SV{N';J' has issued to Ct1stomer multiple biUs for water ~ervlcc rosulling from 

· estimate readings ofl110 wale!' rnet<:.r bet1\1ccn 3/29/1996 and J.2/!5/2014, and 

WHEREAS sAid bi 1.1.~ /;\iiled to i.nclude actual water "?nsumplion during sa.iu porlocl, ~nd 

WHEREAS S\YNJ has alleged that CustDmer sho,tld have known thnt ~aid bills were 

incot-ce<)t., nnd 

WHEREAS Customer has denied that it sho11ld or omll<l huw lmown of any in accuracies 

i 11 si1id bills, and 

\VHERF.AS C1c~tomcr filed a Petllkm wlth the BoAt'd of Public Utilities, which. was 

. referred to lhe Office of Admlbistrative '/..~was a. CQJJ,lested case, under OAT. Docket Number 

PUC 11835-2016N, Ageuc,ylt;,f, No, WC J.6060488'f.J, ,~hallengiu.g the actions ofSWN'J, and 

W1-1EREAS SWNJ bas nok.t1.o·wledged th~t: Meter II -0920 which wa.q r.ernoved front 

Customer's pr:einiscs on L)eocmb1o1· 15, :>.O 14 did not show physical evidence of tarnj)ttl.ttg, n.nd 

WHEREAS SWN) and Ct1stomer have conferenced the issue~ raised in the p1·oceedi11~~ 

before the Uonorable John I'. SooUo, .Adrn.inistrative Law Judge; aud have agreed t(i ttcccpt the 

rcconuncruJation of Honorable, John P. Scollo: 
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NOW TBl:iRHPORE, SWNJ ru.id Customc_r have agreed to resolve this dlspute according 

· to n,e following terms: 

I. SWNJ agrees· the pdor. payment by Customer of $29,098.26 pt~vionsly tendered 

lo SWNJ by Customer is full riaymout mnounting to 10,185 CCF or 7 /il 8)80 gallons that ,,•ere 

' 
under-billed by SWNJ ai\d provided betw~en March 29, l 996 and December 151 2014. 

2. Thi~ selllement a.grecmcnt supersede-s disputed bills for the billin(l pedod in 

dispute. Th.is Settlement agroemo11t constitutes a new, cmTenUy due bill froll\ SWNJ in the 

amo1.mt of $29,098.26 fol' scrvioc, prt,vi<led in the disputed billing period whioh was bct.w~-en 

lvfa.rch-29, 1996 and Deoe111bcr 1 S, 2014. Said pa.rties agree that C.t11\t,1mer is free to shire the 

content of this sottloment ngi:r.omont with N()l(l'H HUDSON -SEWHR A \J'l 'f-1.0R!TY 

(herei.nafl.cr "NHSA") in.th.c ,went lhat a sewel' bill results from -~1iH 1<ew, currently due bill from 

SWNJ. Sui<l p,u·lie~ acknowledge that NUSA is separato Ji:mn imd rn,affiliated with SWNJ and 

SW"NJ has no input or control ,vith respect to NHSA, its !!).at1age.ment or operations. The parties 

further r1gree that all billing issLted to C11stomcr by SWNJ 10 the date hereof are accurate, 

<•omplete and all SLUns due have bt;6n .Jntid in f\:JI 1 and lhc accoun.t is current. 

3. Customer agrees to t>rovid~ to SWNJ acc,:ss to (he water metel' nt Sfli.d pri;,mlscs 

wilhin 1:'.vent_v-four (24) hotll'~ fl1t~r written regnest for such at:cl\ss by SWNJ sont\.ly ocxtificd 

a:ml re!,'11J.ar maiL Custome1· sh11ll provide to S\VNJ the nrun,:,, address, AXJd telephone. numbe1· of 

the person to whom 1;uoh n request Js to be directed. In the event SWNJ ls \Utablc Lo gah1 access 

as requested, Ctii;tomer agrl;es to pa:y SWN.1 the sum of$ '15.00 per cfay for each day t.hal acCeHs 

is not n1ade i, v11ilab}ij, to ~ompensate SWN.f for e.xpcnses incurred as a res·ult of ils fuil\lre to gai11 

access to said mt,lt,r. Notice of:said failure to galn access shall be given t(, Cuswmerund his 

attorney 1Zicha.rd W, Mack.iewic1., Jr., Esq., cir his Sttcae~sor, as shall be designated by Custnmoi-
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as the t\dditkmal pirrty to receive notice of failure to gailt access upon cxccuticm of this 

agreeincnt. Snid d<:1signalion of such additional party thall c1,nt1nue until Custonrnr shall advise 

• I , 

S'\VNJ of a snoces,5or dcsignee by Certified Mail, whioh S\lcc~.ssor designation shall not be 

effecti.vo \U1.til said notice by Co1tified. Mail is rnceived by S'WNJ at 69 De Voe Place, 

Uacke,nsnck, NJ 07601; 

4. Ct~tcimcr agrees to file vohm.tmy dismissals of fils Petition against' SWNJ filed 

aml/nJ' pcndinu iii. the Office of Admi11istrativc Law undot' OAL Docket Number PUC 11835° 

2016 N, Agency Rl'f, No.: WC16060488U, within $even (7) days of the datc·hereof; 

5. 'l1us Sellle111ent Agreement \s no( IJJ1 ac~cr1owlc<l1,,'ment of wrongdoing by eithex 

piirty. 

6, The parties shall exclwnge mu1:tml gc11ernl releasE,s, 

7. Customer ,~ntered into this settl~rnent alter NH8A acknowledged tb is settlermint 

agreement is a t,ew, cluTelltly due bill front SWNJ and NHSA is to rendc7 a I)rt,W1 cimently d,:,c 

bil I of its own refl.cc:t!ng M ly onn011t charges wilh no interest or JJ•lllnlty, 

DATED: 
"2 

l\.pril d , 20 J. 9 

April 02, 20 l '! 

,. 




