CASINO REVENUE FUND ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING ON JANUARY 31, 2014
MINUTES OF MEETING
The regular meeting of the Casino Revenue Fund Advisory Commission was held on Friday, January 31, 2014 at the State House Annex. Those in attendance were:

Jim Thebery, Chair

Kay Nest, Seniors
James Carney, Seniors

Bill Murray, for Sen. Dawn Addiego
Chris Summerhayes, for Asm. Fuentes & Asm. Moriarty

Nathan Myers, for OLS David Rosen

Guest:

Sharon Harrington, NJ Casino Control Commission
Steve Fittante, NJ Transit

Sam Fogelgaren, TCNJ

Michael Vieira, NJ Council Special Transport

Chris Smith, NJ Council Special Transport

Support:

Steve Xenakis, OMB

Rose Kosin, Treasury Fiscal

Karen Storcella, Treasury Fiscal

The meeting was called to order by James Thebery followed by the Flag salute. James Thebery welcomed commission members and guests to the meeting and thanked them for attending. The minutes of November 2013 were approved.

Minutes:

Kay Nest presented slate of officers. Chair and Vice Chair were accepted to the slate by Jim Carney, Tina Zsenak and Joe Tyrell. Jim T. went over list of commissioners. He will write letter to open appointment to replace John Amodeo. 
Kathy Wilson (chair from Rehab council) will be coming to a future meeting to discuss the needs and developments for her agency.

Update from Joe Tyrell (through Jim Thebery). Internet gaming – regulatory oversight very strict. Tight control. For example, if crossing GWB the internet will cut off. Borgata, Caesars, Tropicana & Trump are top contenders. Caesars may take over Revel. Problems with credit card companies. Amex & BOA not participating and Mastercard are only involved in horseracing. Should see strong revenue in March/April. Advertising and articles are very active. In the 1st month of internet gaming, 50,000 signed on. To date, 150,000 are on board. Atlantic Club went bankrupt. Caesars took the building, Trop took the gaming. There are no solid plans for Atlantic Club at this time. The focus is on productive properties and trying to hire misplaced employees from Atlantic Club.

United Air coming to AC for meetings from Chicago & Houston. Should have 4 flights per day and chartered flights will come in from Canada.
Tourism – meeting conference center (Harrah’s) should be completed by October 2015. Plus walk of shops. There will be an international food court behind Ballys.

Marketing – Atlantic City Alliance have very aggressive winter promotions. Working through radio stations.  “Show us your bling (diamonds)” campaign to win bachelorette parties. 

Also from Joe – revitalize Meadowlands. Racetrack erected smaller grandstand. Larger grandstand will be used for Super Bowl parties. Suggestion made for “pop-up cafes” at the Meadowlands.
Bass Pro Shop – one of the largest sports centered shop in country, broke ground. Should be opened October 2014.

Mike V. (SCDRTAP) has great concern regarding funding for his programs. 2008-present there was a $17k loss. Figures will reflect another $mill decrease in
Funding. Jim mentioned they may see an increase in funding in January 2016, because of internet betting. Mike mentioned that all 18 programs have received the same funding since 2008. Jim may look into legislature to raise #’s and asked if Mike could create a proposal (new funding) to CRAFC to include in the annual report. Another problem on the rise is transportation for dialysis. Can a new funding line be strictly for dialysis? Again, Jim T. will look into this.
Meeting adjourned at 12:00p. Next meeting will be Friday, March 21, 2014 at the State House Annex in Trenton, room 1.
