CASINO REVENUE ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING ON JUNE 21, 2013

MINUTES MEETING

The regular monthly meeting of the Casino Revenue Fund Advisory Commission was held on Friday, June 21, 2013 at the State House Annex. Those in attendance were:

James Thebery, Chair

Enid Torok, Vice Chair

Joe Tyrell, CANJ

Tina Zsenak, DHS/DOAS

Nathan Myers, OLS for Davis Rosen

Michele LeBlanc, OLS for David Rosen

William Moen, for Asm. Fuentes & Asm. Moriarty

Support Staff:

Steve Xenakis, OMB

Rose Kosin, Treasury Fiscal

Karen Storcella, Treasury Fiscal

Guests:

Thomas Marchwinski, NJ Transit

Sharon Harrington, NJ CCC

The meeting was called to order by James Thebery, followed by the Flag salute. James Thebery welcomed commission members and guests to the meeting and thanked them for attending. The minutes of January, March & May were all approved.
Budget was discussed. Jim commented and commended Steve n the committee list (who’s who) in the Annual report. Committee agreed that the budget will remain the same as last fiscal year. Tina Z. questioned Jim if the statistics for DHS were updated on the report. They were completed. Enid suggested having this budget completed by end of May. Motion to accept 2013 budget. Joe Tyrrell & Enid Torok approved.

Joe Tyrrell commented on the progress of AC. Good indicators that AC is stabilizing. Margaritaville at the Resorts casino just opened. Revel is advertising more entertaining. Because of the commercials & advertising are seeing more activity in AC. Boardwalk Hall/Convention Center still working to bring in more business for corporate meetings. Airshow will be moved to the 2nd week of August. There should be a great turnout. Also, Miss America pageant is returning to AC on September 13, 2013. The AC Boardwalk Rodeo is also scheduled for October 5 & 6, 2013. 
Sharon Harrington commented on the enthusiasm of all the past & upcoming events at AC. Sharon mentioned the Jimmy Buffet concert in June, which had a fantastic turnout.

Tom Marchwinksi made presentation regarding NJTransit. A new Pennsauken transfer station on the Atlantic City Rail line is under construction. The Rail Line should be opening this fall (2013). An Atlantic City Rail survey was conducted by the NJ Transit research team. In brief, this is what was discovered:
Nearly forty percent of customers on Friday and slightly more than half of customers on Saturday were traveling to a casino. 
Casino customers traveling on Friday reported a spending average of $572 on gambling and other trip expenses vs $512 spend by customers traveling on Saturday. 
Customers travelling to casinos on Saturday were more likely to be day trippers’ vs Friday. Friday visitors were also more likely to stay multiple days compared to Saturday visitors. However, since more Saturday visitors were going to a casino, each weekend day generates almost 500 room-nights or about 1000 per weekend.
ACRL riders spend about $467,000 on gambling and $348,000 on other items on a typical weekend I September. This translates to about $48.6 million spending on gambling in a typical year which yields $4.4 million in casino taxes.
Tom also added round trip fare from Phila to AC approximate cost = $8 - $9(one way) and $16-$18 (round trip)

Jim thanked Tom for the presentation and suggested the next report should include maps.

Enid suggested the September meeting to be held in Atlantic City.

Chairman Thebery asked for a motion to adjourn. Joe Tyrell and Tina Zsenak seconded the motion.

