CASINO REVENUE FUND ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING ON MARCH 21, 2014
MINUTES OF MEETING
The regular meeting of the Casino Revenue Fund Advisory Commission was held on Friday, March 21, 2014 at the State House Annex. Those in attendance were:

Jim Thebery, Chair

Joanne Fetzko, NJ4A:AAA/ADRC

Mike Acevedo for Asm. Moriarty

James Carney, Seniors

Bill Murray for Sen. Addiego

Joe Tyrrell, CANJ

Michele, LeBlanc, OLS

Chris Summerhayes for Asm. Fuentes

Guest:

Kathleen Wilson, NJ State Rehab Council

Peggy Engleket, NJ State Rehab Council

Tim Sharpe, NJ Transit

Ryan Reilly, Ocean County Transportation

Support:

Steve Xenakis, OMB

Judy Moore, Treasury Fiscal

Karen Storcella, Treasury Fiscal

The meeting was called to order, at 10:30am, by James Thebery followed by the Flag salute. James Thebery welcomed commission members and guests to the meeting and thanked them for attending. The minutes of January 2014 were not approved to date.
Minutes:

Jim mentioned the change of meeting to prepare for the Annual Budget report. Kay Nest, Enid Torok and Tina Zsenak were unable to attend due to prior appointments.
Jim T. formally introduced James Carney to the committee board. NJ Transit, Tim Sharpe & Ocean County Transit, Ryan Reilly were also present. Jim Thebery suggested that a representative from Transit should be on the CRFAC board. He will be looking into this in the near future. Per Jim T., there will be a letter sent out for the replacement of John Amodeo (who represented Seniors). 

Regarding the Annual Budget Report, Jim would like all suggestions and recommendations to him by March 28, 2014. He will also reach out to Tina Z. for changes/recommendations for Dept. of Aging. Joanne mentioned that ALL agency’s be heard for their funding needs. Suggestion made - deadline for completed budget report is April 15, 2014.
Kathy Wilson (NJ Rehab Council) made presentation regarding needs for her agency. The funding request is as follows: “the SRC requests that the CRFAC consider an allocation recommendation to the Legislature of $3.4 - $5mill per year for state match of their federal award for DVR. This would allow NJ to draw down the full amount of feral funding as well as allow state match for end of year supplementary funding requests. The SRC also requests that consideration be given to increasing Extended Employment Transportation funding by $500,000 to $1million.” Jim T. asked Kathy to list the needs by importance to be presented in Annual Report.
Joe Tyrell – 


Concerns:  double digit declines for past five years. (hopefully, internet gaming will bring up numbers.) Property taxes are approximately 50% of budget (reaching $120mill/yearly).
Positives: 8 out of 11 AC casinos involved in internet gaming to date. Advertising has been going very well (TV, radio, billboards & digital devices).

CRDA approved $100mill for projects including: boardwalk at Tropicana, refurnish rooms, update gyms. 

Southern inlet – fixing all infrastructures destroyed by SuperStorm Sandy. Phase II – boardwalk lighting is almost complete. This will ensure safety and security for guests. 

Harrah’s – Conference Center on-going construction for corporate, business and sales meetings. This should bring more mid-week business into AC. 

Steve X – 

Detailed budget for fiscal year 14 in on CRFAC website. Shortfall in budget.

Suggestion was made to have the November 2014 meeting in AC. Jim Carney stated that this will be the 35th anniversary for gaming in AC. The commission hopes to set up a tour showing the improvements and how AC has grown in the past 35 years. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:50pm. Next meeting will be Friday, May 23, 2014 at the State House Annex in Trenton, NJ room 1.

