CASINO REVENUE FUND ADVISORY COMMISION
REGULAR MEETING ON MARCH 22, 2013

MINUTES OF MEETING

The regular monthly meeting of the Casino Revenue Fund Advisory Commission was held on Friday, March 22, 2013 at the State House Annex. Those in attendance were:

James Thebery, Chair

Enid Torok, Vice Chair

Joanne Fetzko, NJ4A

Keith Loughlin for Asm. Amodeo

Joe Tyrrell, CANJ

Michele LeBlanc, OLS for David Rosen
Dawn Marie Addiego, Senate

Support Staff:

Steve Xenakis, Treasury

Karen Storcella, Treasury

Guests:

Janelle Rivera, NJ Transit

Steve Fittante, NJ Transit

Kathleen Wilson, NJ State Rehab Council

The meeting was called to order by James Thebery, followed by the Flag salute. James Thebery welcomed commission members and guests to the meeting and thanked them for attending. The minutes of January 25th were approved.

Minutes

Changes to Internet gambling. Estimated profits from 10% to 15% to CRFAC. Both the houses were to vote on bill in February and sent to Governor. Should be up and running in the fall. Should see revenue 2014, definitely 2015.
New CEO from Mohegan Sun took over Revel.

AC was spared from destruction of Super Storm Sandy.

Governor Christie proposed NY Port Authority to take over AC airport. Air Canada is on board with flights to AC. Spirit has 4 gates in AC airport.
Steve Fittante (NJTransit) provided annual reports (handout) comparing funding from 2008-2011. Encourage agencies to consider a mandatory fare.  Middlesex, Cumberland, Mercer counties are advertising to add passengers for medical transportation. Jim mentioned that many runs are for dialysis & dialysis centers. Is there any progress in the centers donating for traveling? Monmouth had contacts with dialysis centers and would kickback funds back for transportation. Jim was concerned with the amount of time traveling on the road – if only (2) travelers were going to access the services. Steve F. proceeded to explain that in Camden City, there was a policy implemented that the transportation would be provided to the nearest center. If farther, they will charge a fee. Joe Tyrell questioned why all counties were not involved in the transportation. Steve explained that many of the counties didn’t want to participate in the contract with Logisticare (independent trans service). This transportation was put out to bid and Logisticare won the bid. There were only (2) bidders. 
Kathy Wilson (Chair from Rehab council) returned with more information regarding the need of funding for her agency. Jim and Enid made the suggestion, contact  the Kessler symposium about grants. Kathy will be making inquiries to see if they can help with grants. Also suggested was the United Way. Jim mentioned that the United Way is housing people with disabilities in Bergen County. Joanne thanked Kathy for attending our meeting and may consider funding the Rehab council – after comparing the needs of other agencies.
Joanne Fetzko sent out survey’s at the end of March with a return date of April 8, 2013. These surveys will provide the CRFAC with information to determine the needs of each agency. (Copy of survey included). The last survey done was in 2010, so there may be changes/deletions/additions to the necessary funding to the different agencies.
Joe Tyrell – internet gambling, according to bill passed by Gov. Christie, should be up and running by the fall. However, there are still concerns/risks involved to create a solid foolproof system before we are up and running. Enid asked how we will be able to tell the age of the gambler. Joe explained there will be a facial requisition or cell phone ID. Still working on details. Caesars, Golden Nugget and Borgata are ready for the internet gambling. This will bring people into AC once they are gambling on-line. Example, poker players will come to AC for tournaments. 
The State lost the appeal of sports wagering in court. The Federal ban is still ongoing. Will update when more information available.

There was a mention at the last meeting that NJ was the 3rd largest state for gambling, whereas PA was #2. Joe explained that since NJ has Atlantic City in one area and PA has casinos all over the state, PA numbers seem higher than NJ. 

Joe also mentioned that they are moving the market towards corporate businesses. To bring in more corporate businesses for meetings and conferences will benefit Atlantic City. 

Golden Nugget has been renovated and doing well (profits). Revel filed bankruptcy – New CEO is from Mohegan Sun. They will be fine by the summer. Hard Rock Café will not be built in Atlantic City.
Discussion regarding the Super Bowl for next year. AC may be offering pre-Super Bowl parties, rides to the game to the High Rollers. Expecting average stay for the Super Bowl weekend will be 3day stay.

Discussions brought up regarding trains from NYC to NJ. There are difficulties in the schedules, changing trains and going through Phila.

Steve Xenakis discussed the CRAFC summary & projections. Handout to be used as tool to see where funds are going and which agencies are more in need.
Enid suggested our next meeting should be about the 2014 budget. This meeting will be held on Friday, May 3, 2013 at the State House Annex in Trenton.

Chairman Thebery asked for a motion to adjourn Joe Tyrell & Joanne Fetzko seconded the motion.

