CASINO REVENUE FUND ADVISORY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING ON NOVEMBER 15, 2013
MINUTES OF MEETING
The regular meeting of the Casino Revenue Fund Advisory Commission was held on Friday, November 15, 2013 at the State House Annex. Those in attendance were:

Jim Thebery, Chair

Enid Torak, Vice Chair

James Carney, Seniors

Joe Tyrrell, CANJ

Tina Zsenak, DHS/DOAS

Nathan Myers, on behalf of David Rosen, OLS

Michele Leblanc, on behalf of David Rosen

Guest:

Chris Smith, SCUCS - Speaker

Tim Sharpe, NJ Transit

Support:

Steve Xenakis, OMB

Judy Moore, Treasury

Heather Harvey, Treasury Fiscal

Karen Storcella, Treasury Fiscal

The meeting was called to order by James Thebery followed by the Flag salute. James Thebery welcomed commission members and guests to the meeting and thanked them for attending. The minutes of June & September were approved.

Minutes:

James Carney, new member of CRFAC, appointed by Senator Sweeney, was welcomed by all members. Mr. Carney is the Director of Asset Acquisition and Liquidations for Surplus Services Company in Northfield, NJ. Jim previously served as Atlantic County Surrogate. Additionally, he has served on the NJ Supreme Court’s Surrogate’s Liaison committee. Mr. Carney is a former Vice Chairman of the Atlantic county Transportation Authority, a former Trustee for the United States Department of Justice and a judgment enforcement officer for the
New Jersey Superior Court. He served Atlantic County residents as an elected member of the Atlantic County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Chairman of the Atlantic County Bioterrorism and Emergency Management Task Force and the Atlantic County budget and Finance Committee. 
Jim mentioned a few newspaper articles:

1. United non-stops to Atlantic City – beginning April 1, 2014, United Airlines will be offering flights from Chicago & Houston to Atlantic City International Airport. Jeff Smisek (United Airlines CEO) stated, “United’s new Atlantic City service will drive business, tourism and economic development throughout the southern part of the state.”
2. Casino faces sale or return to bankruptcy – Revel was seen as Atlantic City’s light. The resort is out of Chapter 11, but problems persist.

3. Casino uptick a Sandy illusion – casino revenues up 3.6% this past October.
4. Web gaming weeks away – to be live on November 26, 2013.

Joe Tyrell mentioned a “soft opening” on November 21, 2013 for internet gaming. Most operators are using internet gaming vendor operated in Canada or Great Britain. Marketing for internet gaming is to make customers feel safe. Casinos are making sure that all federal rules and regulations are followed. Many states have legalized internet gambling: MD, DE, PA, CT, NY and Mass to name a few. However, NJ has the advantage of having the Jersey shore and all Casinos located in one area. 
Focus on bringing more conventions to the Atlantic City area through marketing. Harrah’s will be expanding (late 2014 – early 2015) building for purposes of convention space. They would like meeting space to allow for high-tech meetings/conventions. Claridge sold to private company in Florida. They may fix up existing property to bring in new market.

Jim T. mentioned the DO/AC campaign will reach Chicago for flights. He also mentioned the DO/AC was seen at the New York City Wine festival last month.

Joe also mentioned a few of the Casinos getting together to clean to make a clean/safe environment for visitors and residents. Also, talk about a supermarket to open on the island for the residents of Atlantic City – not just visitors.

Enid asked the progress of the sports betting. Joe T. responded, “Very slow moving. Still in the federal courts and waiting for the appeal process.”

Chris Smith, VP of the NJ Council on Special Transportation (NJCOST), was the guest speaker at today’s meeting. He thanked the committee and expressed his gratitude for all the help this committee has rendered in the past towards the senior and disabled transportation. NJCOST is a statewide advocacy association that, for over 32 years has provided information and support for community-based transit services. His membership consists of representatives from NJ’s 21 county systems as well as other agencies: municipal, state and not-for-profit social service agencies who specialize in providing transportation services to senior citizens, persons with disabilities, the economically disadvantaged, Veterans and the general public where conventional fixed route transit is not available. This service is used for non-emergency medical appointments, kidney dialysis, physical & mental therapies, chemotherapy, radiation, non-competitive workshops, nutrition sites, meals on wheels, food shopping, veterans services, job employment for the economically disadvantaged, recreational activities, and in some counties general public bus routes. 
The 21 county systems rely heavily on funding from the Casino Revenue’s “Senior Citizens and Disabled Residents Transportation Assistance Program (SCADRTAP). SCADRTAP funding for the last 7 years has been reduced by more than 45% from a high of $37million in 2008 to $20million which will be the allocation beginning January 1, 2014. There will also be a 9% funding decrease in 2015. In ending, Mr. Smith asked that the CRFAC, when reviewing programs, would consider a new line of transportation funding. 
Steve Xenakis stated there were no fiscal updates at this time.

Jim suggested an election of officers in January. He asked Tina Z to join the nominating committee. Tina accepted.

Next meeting will be on January 17, 2014 at the State House Annex – room 1

Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm.

