Exhibit J
Uniform Guidance (2 Cfr 200) Exceptions

Exhibit J applies to all BEAD grants.
3. Acknowledgment
a. The Grantee acknowledges that the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has provided specific exceptions and clarifications to 2 CFR Part 200 as it applies to the BEAD Program. See BEAD Policy Notice: Uniform Guidance Exceptions, Adjustments, Clarifications
b. Grantee acknowledges and agrees to comply with NTIA’s Uniform Guidance Exceptions, as may be updated or modified by NTIA, including but not limited to the exceptions, modifications, and requirements addressed in this Exhibit.

4. Program Income
a. Grantee may retain program income without restriction, including revenue from end-user subscriptions and wholesale broadband services.
b. While program income may be retained, profit, fees, or similar charges are not allowable costs and shall not be included in Grantee’s proposed budget.
c. Program income must be reported to BPU as part of quarterly financial reports.

5. Procurement
a. This BEAD grant is not subject to the Uniform Guidance procurement standards in 2
C.F.R. 200.318-320 and 200.324-326. All other Uniform Guidance procurement standards apply.

6. Fixed Amount Subaward & Incremental Cost Reimbursement Program
a. This BEAD grant program is a fixed amount subaward and utilizes incremental reimbursements of actual, documented costs. For reimbursements, Grantee shall submit to BPU evidence demonstrating compliance with the performance milestones set forth in the Agreement. BPU will hold in reserve 10% of the total Award Amount to be released upon Project completion and BPU’s acceptance of Grantee’s final report.
b. Grantee shall adhere to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) for validation of costs.
c. BPU shall monitor the reasonableness of fixed amount subawards, ensuring compliance with GAAP.
d. Profits, fees, or other incremental charges above actual cost incurred by the Grantee are not allowable costs under this Program. Additionally, the Grantee, including contractors or subcontractors of grantee, may not use funds received under the BEAD Program to: 
e. (a) Purchase Covered Communications Equipment or Services, as defined in Section 9 of the Secure and Trusted Communications Networks Act of 2019 (47 USC § 1608); or 
f. (b) Directly or indirectly support or oppose collective bargaining.

7. Property Standards for Federally Funded Infrastructure
a. Ownership of Assets. Title to real property and equipment acquired under this Agreement vests with the Grantee, subject to federal interest requirements.
b. Federal Interest Period. The federal interest in BEAD-funded broadband infrastructure shall continue for 10 years following the project closeout per 2 C.F.R. 200.344, as further addressed in NTIA’s June 6, 2025 Policy Notice.

c. Encumbrances & Disposition. Grantee may not sell, transfer, or lease project assets without BPU and NTIA approval.
d. Grantee must record liens or notices of federal interest on all assets. If assets are disposed of during the Federal Interest Period, the U.S. government must be reimbursed based on its percentage of project cost.

8. Compliance with Build America, Buy America (BABA)
a. Grantee shall comply with the Build America, Buy America Act (BABA), Pub. L. No. 117-58, § 70901 et seq., ensuring that all iron, steel, manufactured products, and construction materials are sourced from the United States.
b. Waivers may only be granted in accordance with federal law and must be approved by NTIA and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).
c. The Grantee shall obtain and retain manufacturer certifications demonstrating compliance with Build America, Buy America (BABA) requirements and shall provide such documentation upon request.

9. Audit Requirements
a. Single Audit Compliance. Any non-federal entity that expends $750,000 or more in federal funds during a fiscal year is subject to the Single Audit Act (2 CFR 200.501) and must submit audit reports to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse.
b. Audit Requirements for Commercial Grantees
i. If Grantee is a for-profit entity, BPU may require pre-award audits, financial monitoring, and post-award audits per 2 C.F.R. 200.501(h).
ii. NTIA and the U.S. Department of Commerce Office of Inspector General (OIG) reserve the right to audit any BEAD subrecipient at any time.

10. Certification of Project Completion
a. Project Certification Requirement. Upon project completion, Grantee must submit a certification statement to BPU attesting that the broadband infrastructure has been fully deployed and placed into service.
b. Certification must comply with 47 USC 1702(h)(4)(C) and NTIA’s reporting requirements.
c. Final payment under this Agreement will not be issued until certification is received and verified by BPU

