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• There are two distinct and overlapping 
areas of jurisdiction:

� The flood hazard area

� The riparian zone



Purpose and Scope

• To minimize damage to life and property 
from flooding caused by development 
within the FHA, to preserve the quality of 
surface waters, and to protect the wildlife 
and VEGETATION that exist and depend 
upon such areas for sustenance and 
habitat.





Riparian Zone
All waters in New Jersey are regulated except for t he 
following: 

� Any manmade canal, i.e., Delaware Canal & 
Raritan Canal

� Any coastal wetland regulated under the 
Wetlands Act of 1970

� Any segment of water that drains less than 50 
acres, which has no discernible channel, and/or 
is within a lawfully existing manmade 
conveyance structure, and/or is not connected 
to a regulated water by a channel or pipe
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� The Atlantic Ocean 

� Manmade lagoons

� Stormwater management basins

� Any oceanfront barrier island, spit or peninsula

� Any lawfully-piped section of an otherwise 
regulated water (As noted previously, this is 
not listed in the rules)
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If a discernible bank is NOT present: Along a non-linear 
fluvial water , such as a lake or pond, the riparian zone is 

measured landward of the normal water surface limit



If a discernible bank is NOT present: Along a non-linear 
tidal water , such as a bay or inlet, the riparian zone is 

measured landward of the mean high water



If a discernible bank is NOT present: Along an 
amorphous feature , such as a wetland complex, through 

which a regulated water flows but which lacks a 
discernible channel, the riparian zone is measured 

landward of the feature's centerline
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WHAT IS A 
HUC-14 WATERSHED?

� Watershed area defined by USGS

� 14-digit Hydrologic Unit Code

� NJ’s watersheds boundaries are mapped 
and numbered

� Available on GeoWeb (NJDEP’s Interactive 
mapping tool) (Subwatersheds HUC14)

� Statewide map at:  
www.state.nj.us/dep/watershedmgt/hucmap.
htm
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1. Trout production waters and all tributaries
2. Trout maintenance waters and all tributaries 

within one mile 
3. Waters that flow through an area that contains 

documented T&E habitat (if plant/animal is 
critically dependent on the regulated water for 
survival) and all tributaries within one mile

4. Waters that flow through an area that contains 
acid producing soils
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TROUT PRODUCTION - 150-ft RIPARIAN ZONE



TROUT MAINTENANCE - 150-ft RIPARIAN ZONE



Threatened or 
Endangered Species
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Landscape Maps
• Available from the Department’s Division of 

Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame 
Species Program at: 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/ensphome.htm

• Or can be viewed through GeoWeb at 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/gis/geowebsplash.htm

Threatened or 
Endangered Species



Threatened or Endangered 
Species

For further information on the occurrence and mapping 
of threatened or endangered plant species habitat

contact:

Natural Heritage Data Request Form
The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program
DEP - Office of Natural Lands Management

Mail Code 501-04
P.O. Box 420

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404

NOTE - NHP Letter required for a FHA submission



T&E SPECIES - 150-ft RIPARIAN ZONE



ACID SOILS - 150-ft RIPARIAN ZONE





50-ft Riparian Zone 

� Along all other waters

� Most common riparian zone width, 
especially in urbanized areas (except 
where acid producing soils exist)

SEE N.J.A.C. 7:13-4.1
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Riparian Zone 
Disturbance

In addition to the basic requirements at 
N.J.A.C. 7:13-10.2(d):

• Maximum riparian zone disturbance set at 
Table C

• Additional criteria must be met for each 
specific activity under 10.2(e) through (r) 
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Table C

Includes disturbance for:
• Roadways (e) - (h)
• Bank Stabilization (i)
• Stormwater discharges (j)
• Utility lines (k) - (l)
• A private residence or appurtenant 

structure (m) - (n)
• Flood control projects (o)
• Tidal developments (p) - (q)
• “Other” minor activities (r)
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