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THE NEW JERSEY CONSTRUCTION REPORTER contains statistics on construction activity 
in New Jersey. Information in the report comes from construction officials who administer the State 
Uniform Construction Code (UCC) (N.J.A.C. 5:23-1 et seq) in New Jersey’s 565 municipalities. 

 
Each month, construction officials send to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

(DCA) reports on the permits and certificates they issue. Permits authorize the start of construction 
and cover four types of activity: (1) New construction permits authorize the start of a new structure. 
(2) Permits for additions refer to work that will add space (volume and square feet) to an existing 
building. (3) Alterations also involve existing structures, but the work authorized will not add space. 
Typically, construction officials issue permits for alterations when the work is subject to one or more 

authorize the removal of a building or some other structure. The CONSTRUCTION REPORTER 
identifies only those demolitions that will result in the loss of housing. 

 
In addition to permits, the CONSTRUCTION REPORTER has information on the certificates 

issued by construction officials. While permits authorize the start of construction, certificates are 
issued for work completed and ready for occupancy. Each month, the CONSTRUCTION 
REPORTER will report on the number of housing units and the amount of office and retail space 
authorized for construction, along with the number of housing units and the amount of office and 
retail space completed. 

 
Data Comparability 

The CONSTRUCTION REPORTER contains information on authorized housing units that is 
tabulated two different ways. The DCA tabulates Tables 1 through 3 and Tables 8 through 13 based 

these groups. 
 

Tables 4, 5, and 6 show authorized housing units as defined and tabulated by the United 
States Census Bureau. The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
prepares these tables for publication in the CONSTRUCTION REPORTER. Exhibit C on page 4 
describes the housing definitions used by the Census Bureau. 

 
The DCA series and the Census Bureau series on authorized housing units differ two 

important ways. First, the DCA series includes housing units created as a result of permits issued to 
alter or make additions to existing structures. The Census Bureau counts only those housing units 
authorized from permits issued for new construction. 

 
Second, the Census Bureau imputes data for localities that fail to submit monthly reports on 

time. An asterisk in the Census column of data appearing in the Municipal Summary Data table at 
the back of the CONSTRUCTION REPORTER indicates those towns with imputed data. The 
Census Bureau bases these imputations on historic trends. The DCA series shows information for 
only those towns that submitted monthly reports. If a municipality failed to submit a monthly report 

 

Additional Terms 

A number of other terms appear in the tables throughout the CONSTRUCTION REPORTER. 
Exhibit A on page 2 defines additional construction permit and certificate terms. 
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Exhibit A 

Summary of Building Permit and Certificate Terms 

Addition Permit type issued for construction work that adds space (volume and 
square feet) to an existing structure. 

 

Alteration Permit type involving one or more subcodes (building, electrical, fire 
protection, and plumbing). The work is authorized for an existing 
structure and does not add new space. 

 

Certificate A document issued by a construction official indicating completion of 
work for which a permit was issued. 

 

Dollar Amount of Estimated cost of work, as reported by the permit applicant to the 
Construction construction official. 

 

Demolition Permit type authorizing the demolition of an existing structure. 

 

Housing Units A rental or for-sale unit completed and certified by the construction 
Certified official for conforming to the standards in the New Jersey UCC. 

 

Housing Units A rental or for-sale dwelling unit authorized by a construction permit. 
Authorized by See Exhibits B and C for explanations of the different definitions of 

Building Permits housing structures. The Table 1 series and Tables 2 and 3 show 
housing units as classified by the residential use groups defined in 
Exhibit B. Tables 4, 5, and 6 identify authorized housing as defined by 
the U.S. Census Bureau. (See Exhibit C.) 

 

Housing Unit Rental or for-sale housing to be demolished, as reported to the 
Demolitions construction official by permit applicants. 

 

New Construction Permit type authorizing the start of a new structure. 

 

Permit A document issued by construction officials that authorizes the 
construction of a new structure or an addition, alteration, or demolition of 
an existing structure. 

Square Feet Estimated building area, as reported on permits for new construction 
and additions. 

 

State Buildings Buildings or structures constructed or owned by the State or any of its 
instrumentalities. Construction activity reported in this category 
includes State offices, colleges, hospitals, prisons, facilities operated by 
New Jersey Transit and the New Jersey Sports and Exposition 
Authority, and other State authorities. 
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Exhibit B 

Building Groups 

 
Residential Buildings where members of households live. Examples of residential 

groups include: one- and two-family houses (R-3 and R-5); apartments, 
dormitories, other multifamily houses (R-2); and mixed-use housing, where 
the house is a relatively smaller part of a building that has another use 
(e.g., an apartment over a store). Therapeutic residences (R-4) for 6 to 16 
occupants are also included in this category. The Table 1 series and 
Tables 2 and 3 show authorized housing units by group definition. 

The following groups refer to industrial, commercial, and other nonresidential structures. 

Assembly Structures where people gather for civic, social, or religious purposes. 
Examples include: theaters and concert halls (group A-1); night clubs, 
dance halls, casino gaming areas, restaurants, taverns, and bars (A-2); 
churches, libraries, amusement arcades, community halls, gymnasiums, 
indoor swimming pools, art galleries, and museums (A-3); arenas, skating 
rinks, swimming pools, tennis courts (A-4); and grandstands, bleachers 
stadiums, and amusement park structures (A-5). 

Business Office buildings (group B) for business transactions of all kinds including 
banks, corporate offices, professional offices, government buildings, 
beauty shops, motor vehicle showrooms, and out-patient clinics. 

Educational Buildings for educational purposes through the 12th grade (group E). 

High Hazard Buildings used to manufacture, process, or store materials that constitute a 
high fire, explosion, or health hazard (group H). 

Hotels, Motels, Buildings for shelter and sleeping where the primary occupants use the 
Guest Houses facility on a temporary basis, staying less than 30 days (group R-1). 

Industrial Factory buildings where the occupants make, process, or assemble 
products that are not highly combustible, flammable, or explosive. 
Includes automotive, appliance, and furniture manufacturers; electric 
power plants; food processing plants; foundries; and water pumping, solid 
waste disposal, and incineration plants (group F). 

Institutional Buildings for people who suffer from physical limitations because of age or 
health; buildings for people detained for penal or correction purposes. 
Includes: supervised residential homes for six or more people (group I-1); 
medical and nursing-care facilities (I-2); jails, reformatories, and asylums 
(I-3); and day care for six or more occupants (I-4). 

Mercantile Buildings for display and sale purposes. Includes retail stores, automotive 
service stations, drug stores, shops, salesrooms, and markets (group M). 

Storage Buildings used to store goods that are not highly combustible or explosive. 
Includes warehouses, open parking garages, lumberyards, livestock 
shelters, and mausoleums (group S). 

Signs, Fences, Accessory buildings and miscellaneous structures including fences over 
Miscellaneous six feet in height, signs, private garages, sheds, agricultural buildings, 

carports, retaining walls, tanks, and swimming pools (group U). 
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Exhibit C 

Residential Structures (U.S. Census Bureau Definitions) 

 
Tables 4, 5, and 6 show authorized housing units based on the structure types 
defined below by the U.S. Census Bureau. The number of units shown in these 
tables refers to those authorized by building permits issued for new construction 
only. 

Single-Family Include all detached one-family houses and all attached one-family 
Houses houses separated by a wall that extends from ground to roof with no 

common heating system or inter-structural public utilities. Include 
prefabricated, sectionalized, panelized, and modular homes that are 
manufactured partially off site, but are transported and assembled at the 
construction site. 

 

Two-Family Include all buildings with two housing units that may be above one 
Buildings another or side by side. If built side by side, the structures (1) do not 

have a wall that extends from ground to roof; or (2) share a heating 
system; or (3) have inter-structural public utilities, such as water supply 
and sewage disposal. 

 

Three- and Four- Include all buildings with three or four housing units. If built side by side, 
Family Buildings the structures (1) do not have a wall that extends from ground to roof; or 

(2) share a heating system; or (3) have inter-structural public utilities, 
such as water supply and sewage disposal. 

 

Five-or-More- Include all buildings with five or more housing units. If built side by side, 
Family Buildings the structures (1) do not have a wall that extends from ground to roof; or 

(2) share a heating system; or (3) have inter-structural public utilities, 
such as water supply and sewage disposal. 

 

Private Housing Housing owned by a private company or individual during the period of 
Units construction. This includes all housing built by nonprofit organizations 

and "turnkey" housing; for example, housing that will be sold to a local 
public housing authority when completed. 

 

Public Housing Housing owned by a governmental body during the period of construction. 
Units 
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