NJ-504 NEWARK/ESSEX COUNTY
CONTIUUM OF CARE (CoC)

What is a Homeless Continuum of Care?

‘) A Continuum of Care (CoC) is a regional or local planning body that

coordinates housing and services to meet the specific needs of people experiencing

homelessness as they move to stable housing and maximize self-sufficiency.

Who comprises the Newark/ Essex County CoC?

The City of Newark and Essex County Continuum of Care (Newark/ Essex County CoC) is comprised of
a 80-member board which includes representation from local government, homeless services providers, 'i”
people with lived experience, and the broader community of businesses, advocates, and faith-based .“

groups.

Where is the Newark/ Essex County CoC situated in the community?

The Newark/Essex County CoC is situated at a nexus for homelessness related efforts and is both informed by and helps to

inform the work of our community partners.
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*In Essex County, the CoC has designated Essex County Division of Community Action as the CoC Lead Agency and
operator for the Coordinated Entry System.
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What does the Newark/ Essex County CoC do?

The work of the Newark/Essex County CoC is organized into 4 main components:

1

Operating
the CoC

i

Operating the CoC includes

board and committee
management, project and
system performance review,

2

CoC
Planning

PN
L

Local planning efforts to
assess and understand our

community’s needs and direct
resources accordingly.

3

CoC Wide
Data Analysis

b

Reviewing data quality and
performance of all

participating entities within
the community-wide database

4

Preparing
Application
for Funds

Preparing applications for
funds to secure on-going
funding for HUD and State
funded housing and services

and the coordination that collects information on programs.

of access to resources. people experiencing

homelessness and homeless
programs (HMIS).

What committees comprise the Newark/ Essex County CoC?

The Newark/ Essex County CoC contains 12 committees, each focused on supporting and implementing the work of the CoC.

Data Analysis CoC Planning

> Performance Evaluation and
Data Quality Committee

> Consumer Justice Committee >Youth Action Board

> Coordinated Entry Committee >Veteran’s Committee

> Domestic Violence Committee

Preparing Application

> Lived Experience Committee
for Funds

> Housing and Homeless Prevention Committee

5 . 5 > Street Outreach
> Notice of Funding Opportunity

Review Committee > Unaccompanied Youth Committee

Operating the CoC

> Executive Committee

Date published: 10.17.2023



Current Efforts of the Newark/ Essex County CoC

For the year 2022/2023, the Newark/ Essex County CoC has actively engaged in many efforts to
address homelessness, some of which are highlighted below:

Promoting
Transparency &
Data Driven
Decision Making

Increasing Access to
Resources for People
Experiencing
Homelessness

Engaging Affordable
Housing Partners
/Public Housing
Authorities

ol

The County of Essex, Continuum of Care (CoC) will use data
initiatives and evidence-backed findings to create Public/Private
Partnerships for synergetic outcomes across sectors for consumer
housing options. The CoC will improve data quality initiatives to
locate funding opportunities and trends from grantors and
foundations.

Through the coordinated efforts of the Newark

/Essex County CoC CEAS membership as well as County
and local offices information is shared via email,
website, social media, paper flyers, and word of mouth.
The Coordinated Entry System remains however the
one-stop location for all individuals seeking housing.

While the CoC/CEAS does have relationships with
local and state PHAs which we have partnered with to provide
housing vouchers to eligible residents, we continue to solicit local,
state, and federal partners to reduce regulatory barriers in housing
development, build upon the housing availability/capacity, and make

available any housing resources to the CoC’s prioritized populations

Increased the inclusion of people with lived

Increased PWLEE . . o
Involvement @ experience and expertise in the governance
. and planning procedures of the Continuum of
° Care.
®
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Funding Administered by the Newark/ Essex County CoC

o ) FEDERAL FUNDING* STATE FUNDING*
administers both Federal and State funding

to support local efforts to more effectively and permanent  HMIS Planning

efficiently address homelessness in a variety of Housing Database it Emergency
capacities. Management Rental Assistance

The Newark/ Essex County CoC

Planning Activities

*NJ Department of Community Affairs

*United States Department of Housing and
Office of Homeless Prevention

Urban Development Continuum of Care

Date Published: 10.17.2023



