
About this chapter: Codes, by their very nature, are technical documents.  Every word, term and punctuation mark can add to or change the
meaning of a technical requirement. It is necessary to maintain a consensus on the specific meaning of each term contained in the code.
Chapter 2 performs this function by stating clearly what specific terms mean for the purpose of the code.

Code development reminder: Code change proposals to sections preceded by the designation [A] or [BS] will be considered by one of the 
code development committees meeting during the 2019 (Group B) Code Development Cycle. See explanation on page iv.
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About this chapter: Chapter 11 contains provisions that set forth requirements for accessibility of buildings and their associated sites and 
facilities for people with physical disabilities. The fundamental philosophy of the code on the subject of accessibility is that everything is 
required to be accessible. This is reflected in the basic applicability requirement (see Section 1103.1). The code’s scoping requirements then 
address the conditions under which accessibility is not required in terms of exceptions to this general mandate. While the IBC contains scop-
ing provisions for accessibility (for example, what, where and how many), ICC A117.1, Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities, is the 
referenced standard for the technical provisions (in other words, how). Accessibility criteria for existing buildings are addressed within the
Rehabilitation Subcode, NJAC 5:23-6. The International Residential Code® references Chapter 11 for accessibility provisions; therefore, this 
chapter may be applicable to housing covered under the International Residential Code. The provisions in the I-Codes are intended to meet or 
exceed the requirements in the federal accessibility requirement found in the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Fair Housing Act.
There are many accessibility issues that not only benefit people with disabilities, but also provide a tangible benefit to people without disabili-
ties. This type of requirement can be set forth in the code as generally applicable without necessarily identifying it specifically as an accessi-
bility-related issue. Such a requirement would then be considered as having been “mainstreamed.” For example, visible alarms are located in 
Chapter 9 and accessible means of egress and ramp requirements are addressed in Chapter 10.
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1103.2.3.1.1 For the purposes ofapplying this exemp­
tion, a townhouse shall be a single dwelling unit with 
two or more stories of dwelling space, exclusive of 
basement or attic, where each dwelling unit extends 
from foundation to roof. The dwelling unit shall have 
an independent entrance that shall serve one dwelling 
unit only at or near grade; most or all of the sleeping 
rooms shall be on one story; and most or all of the 
remaining habitable space, such as kitchen, living, and 
dining areas, shall be on another story; or 

1103.2.3.2 Buildings of Group R-2, R-3, R-4 or R-5 with 
one, two, or three dwelling units in a single structure; 

1103.2.3.2.1 For the purposes of determining the 
number of dwelling units in a single structure, fire 
walls or party walls shall not constitute separate 
buildings. 

1103.2.3.2.2 Exception: Townhouses or multistory 
dwelling units for which credit is sought for low- or 
moderate-income housing through the Council on 
Affordable Housing (COAR) and that are attached 
to at least one other dwelling unit shall comply with 
this chapter. 

1103.2.4 Utility buildings. Group U occupancies are not 
required to comply with this chapter other than the follow­
ing: 

1. In agricultural buildings, access is required to paved
work areas and areas open to the general public.

2. Private garages or carports that contain required
accessible parking.

1103.2.5 Construction sites. Structures, sites and equip­
ment directly associated with the actual processes of con­
struction including, but not limited to, scaffolding, 
bridging, materials hoists, materials storage or construc­
tion trailers are not required to comply with this chapter. 

Exception: Construction site trailers used as sales 
offices shall be accessible. 

1103.2.6 Raised areas. Raised areas used primarily for 
purposes of security, life safety or fire safety including, 
but not limited to, observation galleries, prison guard tow­
ers, fire towers or lifeguard stands are not required to com­
ply with this chapter. 

1103.2.7 Limited access spaces. Spaces accessed only by 
ladders, catwalks, crawl spaces, freight elevators or very nar­
row passageways are not required to comply with this chap­
ter. 

1103.2.8 Areas in places of religious worship. Raised or 
lowered areas, or portions of areas, in places of religious wor­
ship that are less than 300 square feet (30 m2) in area and 
located 7 inches (178 mm) or more above or below the fin­
ished floor and used primarily for the performance of reli­
gious ceremonies are not required to comply with this 
chapter. 

1103.2.9 Equipment spaces. Spaces frequented only by 
service personnel for maintenance, repair or occasional 
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monitoring of equipment are not required to comply with 
this chapter. 

1103.2.10 Highway tollbooths. Highway tollbooths 
where the access is provided only by bridges above the 
vehicular traffic or underground tunnels are not required to 
comply with this chapter. 

1103.2.11 Residential Group R-1. Buildings of Group R-1 
containing not more than five sleeping units for rent or hire 
that are also occupied as the residence of the proprietor are 
not required to comply with this chapter. 

1103.2.12 Day care facilities. Where a day care facility is 
part ofa dwelling unit, only the portion of the structure uti­
lized for the day care facility is required to comply with 
this chapter. 

1103.2.13 Detention and correctional facilities. In 
detention and correctional facilities, common use areas 
that are used only by inmates or detainees and security 
personnel, and that do not serve holding cells or housing 
cells required to be Accessible units, are not required to 
comply with this chapter. 

1103.2.14 Walk-in coolers and freezers. Walk-in cooler 
and freezer equipment accessed only from employee work 
areas is not required to comply with this chapter. 

SECTION 1104 

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE 

1104.1 Site arrival points. At least one accessible route 
within the site shall be provided from public transportation 
stops, accessible parking, accessible passenger loading 
zones, and public streets or sidewalks to the accessible build­
ing entrance served. 

Exception: An accessible route shall not be required < 
between site arrival points and the building or facility 
entrance if the only means of access between them is a 
vehicular way not providing for pedestrian access. 

1104.2 Within a site. At least one accessible route shall con­
nect accessible buildings, accessible facilities, accessible ele­
ments and accessible spaces that are on the same site. 

Exceptions: 

1. An accessible route is not required between accessi­
ble buildings, accessible facilities, accessible ele­
ments and accessible spaces that have, as the only
means of access between them, a vehicular way not
providing for pedestrian access.

2. An accessible route to recreational facilities shall only
be required to the extent specified in Section 1110.

1104.3 Connected spaces. Where a building or portion of a 
building is required to be accessible, at least one accessible 
route shall be provided to each portion of the building, to 
accessible building entrances connecting accessible pedes­
trian walkways and to the public way. 

Exceptions: 

1. Stories and mezzanines exempted by Section
1104.4.
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2. In a building, room or space used for assembly pur­
poses with f,xed seating, an accessible route shall
not be required to serve levels where wheelchair
spaces are not provided.

3. Vertical access to elevated employee work stations
within a courtroom complying with Section
1108.4.1.4.

4. An accessible route to recreational facilities shall
only be required to the extent specified in Section
1110.

1104.3.1 Employee work areas. Common use circulation 
paths within employee work areas shall be accessible 
routes. 

Exceptions: 

1. Common use circulation paths, located within
employee work areas that are less than 1,000
square feet (93 m2) in size and defined by perma­
nently installed partitions, counters, casework or
furnishings, shall not be required to be accessible
routes.

2. Common use circulation paths, located within
employee work areas, that are an integral compo­
nent of equipment, shall not be required to be
accessible routes.

3. Common use circulation paths, located within
exterior employee work areas that are fully
exposed to the weather, shall not be required to
be accessible routes.

1104.3.2 Press boxes. Press boxes in a building, room or 
space used for assembly purposes shall be on an accessible 
route. 

Exceptions: 

1. An accessible route shall not be required to press
boxes in bleachers that have a single point of
entry from the bleachers, provided that the aggre­
gate area of all press boxes for each playing field
is not more than 500 square feet (46 m2).

2. An accessible route shall not be required to free­
standing press boxes that are more than 12 feet
(3660 mm) above grade provided that the aggre­
gate area of all press boxes for each playing field
is not more than 500 square feet (46 m2). 

1104.4 Multilevel nonresidential buildings and multilevel 
buildings of Group R-1. 

1104.4.1 Small buildings. Small buildings, defmed as 
those with a total gross enclosed floor area of less than 
10,000 square feet, shall be required to have at least one 
accessible entrance on the ground (or first) floor and 
accessible interior building features on all floors. Except 
as provided in Sections 1104.4.1.1 - 1104.4.1.4, small 
buildings that are not more than two stories shall not be 
required to have an elevator(s) to provide a vertical acces­
sible route between floors. Small buildings that are three 
or more stories shall be required to have an elevator(s) to 
provide a vertical accessible route between floors; how­
ever, in such buildings, floors that are less than 3,000 
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square feet or floors with only mechanical equipment shall 
not be required to be served by an elevator. 

1104.4.1.1 Regardless of the square footage of the 
buildings or floors, buildings of two or more stories 
that are owned and occupied by public entities shall 
provide a vertical accessible route between floors. 

1104.4.1.2 Regardless of the square footage of the 
buildings or floors, buildings of two or more stories 
that house public transit stations or airport passenger 
terminals shall provide a vertical accessible route 
between floors. 

1104.4.1.3 Regardless of the square footage of the 
buildings or floors, buildings of two or more stories 
that house the professional offices of health care pro­
viders shall provide a vertical accessible route between 
floors. 

1104.4.1.4 Regardless of the square footage of the 
buildings or floors, buildings of two or more stories 
that house shopping centers or shopping malls shall 
provide a vertical accessible route between floors. 

1104.4.1.4.1 For the purposes of applying this 
requirement, a shopping center or shopping mall 
shall mean a building or a series of buildings on a 
common site, under common ownership or control, 
or developed as one project or as a series of related 
projects housing five or more sales or rental estab­
lishments. 

1104.4.2 Large buildings. Large buildings, defined as 
those with a total gross enclosed floor area of 10,000 
square feet or more, shall provide the accessible building 
features required of small buildings in Section 1104.4.1. In 
addition, large buildings shall be required to have an 
elevator(s) to provide a vertical accessible route between 
floors; however, in such buildings, floors that are less than 
3,000 square feet or floors with only mechanical equipment 
shall not be required to be served by an elevator. 

1104.4.2.1 Where facilities for employees, including 
rest rooms, lunch rooms, and lockers, and public facili­
ties, including rest rooms and drinking fountains, are 
provided on a floor or mezzanine that is not required to 
be served by an elevator and where no vertical accessi­
ble route is provided, the facilities provided on the floor 
or mezzanine must also be provided on the accessible 
level. 

1104.4.3 For the purposes of applying these provisions, 
buildings separated by firewalls with penetrations 
intended for human passage shall not constitute separate 
buildings. 

1104.4.4 The following provisions shall apply to a nonres­
idential building required to be accessible, whether a large 
building or a small building. 

1104.4.4.1 An accessible route available to the general 
public shall not pass through kitchens, storage rooms, 
or similar spaces. 

1104.4.4.2 In buildings, facilities, or portions thereof 
that primarily serve children, accessible facilities that 
comply with the provisions of this subchapter for use 
by adults shall be provided. 
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