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Issue Date:  January 6, 2003
SUBJECT:
      
  Range Hood Extinguishing Systems     


REFERENCE:
       
  N.J.A.C. 5:70-3.1(a)5, F-511.0 and F-512.0     

This is the fourth Bulletin to be issued by the Division of Fire Safety on the subject of Range Hood Extinguishing Systems. Bulletin 95-1, the first of these four, is no longer valid and should be discarded. Bulletins 98-2 and 2001-2 contain information that remains accurate and should be consulted along with this document to provide a broad under-standing of the relevant code enforcement issues. The results of an unsolicited survey conducted by a fire protection system installer and service company, and widely distributed, were enlightening because they indicate a fairly high level of understanding of Uniform Fire Code provisions by a large percentage of those Fire Officials who responded to the survey. However, it must be understood that neither the content of our Code nor its interpretation are established by public opinion polls.

In spite of what many are being led to believe by some in the fire protection system business, there is no regulatory requirement to universally replace existing dry chemical range hood extinguishing systems. As long as a system is properly maintained, it can remain in service. Despite representations or suggestions by anyone to the contrary, Underwriters Laboratories has not removed, generally, their listing from any properly maintained existing dry chemical range hood extinguishing system.

Some manufacturers and servicing companies have also announced that inventories of replacement parts have been exhausted and will not be replenished. Dry chemical systems that they sold will no longer be serviced, inspected or recharged.  System owners are being asked to sign a “Waiver of Liability” before some companies will service the systems they installed.  But, there are companies that are willing to service dry chemical systems and there is no reason why they cannot be serviced.

Bulletin 2003-2

Range Hood Extinguishing Systems

As far as the number of REQUIRED INSPECTIONS is concerned, the Code requires at least one annual inspection, either because the system is located in a Life Hazard Use or because a permit is required by Code. Systems must be serviced more frequently than that, according to Code requirements. What that means is that fire inspectors are to require evidence of proper periodic servicing during the annual inspection. 

The attached matrix should assist Fire Officials in determining whether an existing system needs replacement. 

PRE-ENGINEERED RANGE HOOD EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM MATRIX

	FIRE EXTINGUISHING

SYSTEM STATUS


	ACTION REQUIRED
	RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL
	PERMIT REQUIRED (Y/N)

	1)  Existing System, unmodified 


	None
 
	Fire Official – maintenance only

	UFC  - Yes


	2)  Existing system, modified

       frying medium only


	None1
	Fire Official – maintenance only2
	UFC – Yes3

	3)  Existing system, changed with

       like cooking appliances


	Certification of proper protection required;

A) Verify existing protection adequate,

Certification

B) If in violation of original approval, 

See [4] below. 


	A) Fire Official, 

after consultation with F.S.O.

       B)  If problem, Fire Subcode Official.                       
	A) Approval only or

UCC Permit

B) UCC Permit  required

       

	4)  Existing system, changed

       or extended piping


	Complete system compliance with UL 300-

      A)  UFC – Notice and Order to Correct

      B)  UCC Plans, permit, acceptance, approval

  
	A) Fire Official

B) Fire Subcode Official
	       B)   UCC Permit required

	5) New system installations


	Complete system compliance with UL 300-

Plans, permit, acceptance test, approval


	Fire Subcode Official
	UCC Permit required
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� Verification of existing system, proper operation and maintenance, including required automatic fuel supply cutoff to all appliances.





� Certification from qualified service company regarding full system function, including fuel supply shutoff, required per UFC.





� UFC permit required for permanent cooking operation requiring suppression not registered as a life hazard use per NJAC 5:70-2.4.
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