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Lt. Governor Shelia Y. Oliver, Commissioner                   New Jersey  Department of Community Affairs 
Louis Kilmer, Acting Director-Acting State Fire Marshal                     New Jersey Division of Fire Safety                  
Winter 2017-18                                                                                                                     Volume 14 Issue  1                                                                                                           

FIRST NJ FIRE SAFETY SUMMIT 

YOUTH FIRESETTER XV 

UPDATED NJ UFC TO PUBLIC COMMENT 

THANK YOU MR.CHAIRMAN 

INCIDENT PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

       IN THIS POSTING...            

Excellence in Public Safety 

 

New Jersey  
Division of Fire 
Safety Acting       
Director and 
State Fire    
Marshal        
Louis Kilmer             
addresses a 
gathering of 
WABC  
Channel 7    
Operation-Save

-a-Life invited guests in New York City for the 
recent the kickoff of the project. Kilmer led a 
delegation of state-wide fire service 
representatives from New Jersey’s largest 
cities, who along with hundreds of  
communities in North Jersey will benefit from 
the distribution of 5000 smoke alarms tagged 
for the needy and elderly in those areas.                
The distribution of the alarms is administered 
by NJDFS personnel. 

https://makemeafirefighter.org/faq
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(Left to Right) Richard Farletta, Supervisor NJDFS Office of Fire Department Preparedness, Acting         
Director Kilmer, Bruce Tynan OFDP, Frank Clark, Supervisor, Inspections Unit NJDFS, Charles Lavin NJDFS 
Operation Save-a-Life Coordinator, Jean Janukowicz NJDFS, and Timothy Weiss NJDFS OFDP, part of the 
New Jersey contingent, among representatives from the tri-state area at the kickoff breakfast hosted by 
WABC-TV, Channel 7. 

Later this year the Division’s Community Risk     
Reduction Unit will conduct two “Drive Through” 
alarm giveaway events at Kean University and  
Middlesex Fire Academy.  
 
Local departments are asked to account for each 
alarm and to verify they go to those most needy 
and vulnerable in their community. 
 
For more information on 2018 dates contact: 

charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov 

mailto:charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov
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Assemblyman John Wisniewski, who retired from the New Jersey State Legislature 
as of January 1, 2018, accepts recognition from David Kurasz, Executive Director of 

the New Jersey Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board at the League of Municipalities              
Convention in Atlantic City. Wisniewski ends his long service with the New Jersey 

Fire Safety Commission, which he joined in 2000 and where he served as Chairman 
for the last 16 years. John’s long service to the men and women of the New Jersey 
fire service will not be forgotten, nor will his grace, manner and dedication be soon 

replaced. 
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The Division joined forces for the first time with 
the National Fire Protection Association for the 
Inaugural New Jersey Division of Fire Safety,        
“ Fire Safety Summit “ held at the Raritan Center 
in Edison. Participants at the well attended 
event heard from subject matter experts in the        
community risk reduction arena in a network 
setting that included dinner. 

Both NJ Fire Safety Commission Chair and Acting NJDFS Director and State Fire Marshal Louis Kilmer    
addressed the need for attendees to apply the knowledge gained at the conference to local efforts to   
reduce the toll taken by fire in the state each year. 
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Sayreville Chief of Police John Zebrowski joins Detective Juan Rodriguez 
(center) and Fire Safety Commission Chairman John Wisniewski as Rodriguez 
receives the Paul Hartstein Memorial Award for Leadership. 

YFS Coordinator Charles 
Lavin opens the 2017 

Conference 
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Each session of the 
conference is  

designed to  
provide 

participants with more 
tool to address the 

issue of youth 
firesetting 

behavior in their own 
community. 

Conference keynote Tom Olshanski, Director of 
External Affairs United States Fire Administration, 
notes the shifting role of the fire service 
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The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) performs a side-by-side demo of the 
difference between a watered tree and one that is not kept watered for the New Jersey Fire Service. 

 
 Outgoing New Jersey Fire Safety Commission Chair Assemblyman John Wisniewski took it to the next 

level by showing what a home equipped with residential sprinklers might be able to do.  
Answer in both cases? Save Civilian and Firefighter Lives! 

CLICK THE GRAPHIC TO WATCH THE VIDEO THEN DOWNLOAD/LINK IT FOR PERPETUAL 
USE IN ADVANCE OF ANNUAL FIRE SAFETY HOLIDAY SEASON CAUTIONS 

https://www.nist.gov/topics/fire?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=treefire-nov-21&utm_content=gd-treevid
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Oil transmission mileage via pipeline grew over 
40 percent between 2010 and 2016, but incident 
rates have been fairly stable.  
The committee found no new safety problems, 
but stress that such fast growth may result in  
incident increases over time. When reviewing the 
historical record of energy fluids moved on      

waterways, the committee 
found no reports of ethanol or 
natural gas releases in the past 
10 years, and few crude oil        
releases. 
 
This is likely due to a series of 
strong regulatory reforms 30 
years ago created in response 
to a series of spills and            

releases at that time.  
 
The committee relayed several recommendations 
to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s   
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety           
Administration (PHMSA), including grant money 
for communities facing these transportation 
hazards, a review of how emergency responders 
are taking advantage of training opportunities, 
and finding ways to incentivize these programs to 
get higher levels of participation.  

(From US Fire Administration) 
 
The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine released the results of a two-year 
study on the safe transportation of energy liquids 
and gases by rail, barge and pipeline, including 
crude oil, natural gas and ethanol, all of which 
caused unforeseen safety 
issues several years ago.  
 
This study reviews energy 
transportation methods 
and makes 
recommendations that 
may help reduce the 
possibility of future 
incidents and ensure 
effective emergency response if one does occur. 
Railroads had little experience moving crude oil 
and ethanol prior to 2005.  
 
The result of increased production was             
transportation in cars not built to handle the load 
with shippers lacking experience.  
 
Until improved tank cars replace older designs, 
derailment prevention is key.  
 

CLICK GRAPHIC FOR FULL STUDY 

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=24923&_ga=2.124538510.500762229.1507553822-141596223.1486144204
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EIGHTY-NINE FIREFIGHTERS DIED 

(56 VOLUNTEER, 23 CAREER AND 10 WILDLAND AGENCY)  

WHILE ON DUTY IN 2016. 

Activities related to emergency incidents resulted                           

in the deaths of 36 firefighters. 

Seventeen firefighters died while engaging in                                    

activities at the scene of a fire. 

Ten firefighters died while responding                                             

to emergency incidents. 

Nineteen firefighters died as the result of vehicle crashes. 

Heart attacks were the most frequent nature                                                   

of fatal injury with 40 firefighter deaths. 

Nine firefighters died while they were  

engaged in training activities. 

The USFA Firefighter Fatalities 
2016 Report is now available.  
The report is a reminder of how 
the fire service must take a      
serious look at firefighter health 
and safety as cardiovascular 
events continue to take the 
highest toll. 
 

THE FULL REPORT 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFA/bulletins/1cb667e
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The New Jersey Division of Fire Safety has announced the successful publishing of Proposed Rules for 
adoption of the updated Uniform Fire Code in the New Jersey Register. The Rules now enter a public 
comment period before their scheduled re-adoption in July. 
 
“Upon behalf the New Jersey Fire Safety Commission, its  outgoing Chairman John Wisenewski, those 
of its Advisory Councils, the men and women of the Code Enforcement and Regulatory Units of the 
Division of Fire Safety , I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the many hours of effort 
that have culminated in the anticipated re-adoption. The effort elevates the citizens of New Jersey,   
the nation’s most densely populated, to a higher level of fire safety by law than many other states,”  
says Louis Kilmer, Acting Director and State Fire Marshal.  
 
To access any proposed rule for the state consult the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law below: 

http://www.state.nj.us/oal/ 

http://www.state.nj.us/oal/
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      CLICK HERE FOR COMPLETE BULLETIN  

http://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/dfs/alerts/bulletins/bulletin_2017-1_carbon_monoxide.pdf


 

12 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 
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Conclusions  
This report shows that, overall, the fire problem in the U.S. 

continues to improve. Currently, the 10-year fire-loss rates are 
down. It is likely that several factors continue to contribute to 

these trends:   
 

Smoke alarms 
Have become nearly universal. The USFA continues to partner 

with other government agencies and fire service entities to 
improve and develop new smoke alarm technologies.  

 
Sprinklers 

Can quickly combat incipient fires, especially in nonresidential 
and multifamily buildings There are major movements in the 
U.S. fire service to require or facilitate use of sprinklers in all 

new homes, which could improve the use of residential       
sprinklers in the future.   

 
Fire codes 

Have been strengthened.  
 

Construction techniques and materials 
Have been developed specifically for fire prevention.  

 
Public education at the community, county,                                          

state and federal levels 
The adoption of Community Risk Reduction as a 

fire prevention strategy continue. 
 

Improved firefighter equipment and training 

 

The most recent national report 
on fire on a national scale shows 
the tools for combatting it are 
being widely adopted and the 
trend is downward for overall 
fire loss rates. 

 

Read the full report here 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fius19th.pdf
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Template for a Fire Department Press Release /PIO Statement on a Fire 
Fatality 

 
Version Date:  20180201 
This is a sample template and should be customized to meet local policies and 
needs. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT LETTERHEAD 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                 CONTACT:  Name, 
Phone 
<date> 

HEADLINE 
 
(City name) – At (fire department dispatch time) on (date), the (name of 
department) Fire Department responded to (incident address) on a (incident type).     
The first engine (or other unit description) arrived ___ minutes later at (arrival 
time) and reported (disposition).  Firefighters began (action taken description) 
immediately.  During operations, firefighters found an occupant of the structure 
who was deceased.  Identification of the victim is pending notification of family 
members.  The (city, county) coroner will determine the cause of death. 
 
The (type residence, i.e. home, apartment, mobile home, etc.) (did/did not/
firefighters were unable to determine) have a working smoke alarm.  The 
smoke alarm (did/did not/firefighters were unable to determine) activate and 
alert the occupants to the fire. 
 

The (type residence, i.e. home, apartment, mobile home, etc.) (did/did not) 
have a residential fire sprinkler system. 
 
[Add only if applicable] Firefighters estimate that a working smoke alarm would 
have alerted the occupant(s) to the fire, giving them time to escape. 
 
[Add only if applicable] Firefighters (stated/estimate) that a working residential 
sprinkler system (did/would have) alerted the occupant(s) to the fire, giving 
them time to escape safely.  The sprinkler system (controlled/extinguished) the 
fire, confining the fire to the (room/area) of origin, significantly limiting fire 
damage  [if figures are available, compare actual loss to potential loss and 
state dollars saved.  Also, if the residence is occupiable after some cleanup, 
state that the sprinkler system allowed the residents to return to their home 
following the fire, rather than being displaced.]. 
 
The fire was extinguished as of (time).  Damage is estimated at ($$$). The 
(name of investigating agency) is investigating cause and origin of the fire.  
[Add if desired/appropriate: which is believed to be (accidental/suspicious).]  
[Add if desired/appropriate: which appears to have started in the (area of 
origin).] 
 
Approximately 60 Tennesseans dies every year in fires.  A working smoke alarm, 
and a residential sprinkler system, greatly increase your chances of survival in a 
fire.  Free smoke alarms are available through the State Fire Marshal’s Office Get 
Alarmed Tennessee program.  Contact (name and contact information) to request 
a free smoke alarm, or to have your existing smoke alarms checked by the fire 
department to be sure that they are in good order. 
 

Departments, both small and 
large, sometimes do not have 
access to a full time Public 
Information Officer. Adjacent 
is a template for a press 
release that can be adopted 
by any size department.  
 
Inaccuracies can destroy 
reputations, so its best to 
control information about 
incidents by adopting this 
template to your post 
response protocols.  
 
This template was developed 
by CRR.net. 



 

15 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

 

 

 

 

 Each year, an estimated 23,800 vacant residential building fires were reported to U.S. fire 

departments and caused 75 deaths, 200 injuries and $785 million in property loss. 

A major concern when a vacant building catches on fire is that little is known about the 

building’s overall condition. Many buildings are in disrepair and can be missing certain 

structures, such as staircases or portions of floors.  

If people use the vacant building as a home or shelter, the unknown condition of the 

building and the unknown number of people in the building can put firefighters’ lives in 

danger when they enter to attempt a rescue during a fire. 

Click graphic below to access full report 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v18i9.pdf
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(From CFSI) 
 
The House and Senate have approved a six-week 
continuing resolution to avoid a potential            
government shutdown.  
 
The measure, which includes a two-year 
agreement on spending-caps, is the fifth continuing 
resolution Congress has approved as both 
chambers continue to struggle with finalizing a 
funding package for  Fiscal Year 2018.  
 

In addition to maintaining funding for the            
operations of the federal government through 
March 23rd, the continuing resolution includes 
several  legislative provisions of importance to the 
nation’s fire and emergency services. H.R. 1892, 
the Honoring Hometown Heroes Act, is the 
underlying legislation the continuing resolution 
was attached to.  
 
The bill amends the U.S. Flag Code, affirming the 
ability of state governors, as well as the mayor of 
the District of Columbia, to order the lowering of 
the United States flag to half-staff in the event of 
the death of a first responder in the line- of- duty.  
 
 
 

The Honoring Hometown Heroes Act was    
originally introduced in the House by          
Congressman John Larson (CT-1) and in the 
Senate by Senator Jon Tester (MT).  
 
In addition to containing provisions to honor 
fallen public safety officers, the continuing  
resolution also makes significant reforms to 
federal disaster response by allowing the 
federal cost share for certain disaster 
assistance to be increased from 75 to 85 
percent if states take steps to make 
themselves more resilient against disasters - 
including the adoption and enforcement of 
current building codes.  
 
These reforms are a key component of H.R. 
4460, the Disaster Recovery Reform Act, first 
introduced by Congressman Lou Barletta       
(PA-11) on November 28, 2017. Additionally, 
the continuing resolution extends the        
Medicare Ambulance Add-On payments for 
five years.  
 
These payments provide an additional 2%, 3% 
or 22.6% payment for transportation of     
Medicare patients from urban, rural and      
super-rural jurisdictions.  
 

 

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  
LEGISLATION  

 

Click NJ Assembly photo  for pending legislation affecting fire service interests keyword “fire” or actual Bill number. 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillsByNumber.asp
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In Memoriam 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Matagrano  

New Milford Fire Department   
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Inspections                                                   609-633-6132 
Legislative Affairs                                        609-984-1947 
Registration                                                  609-633-6144  

ARSON UNIT                                                 609-633-8161 
 
CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT        609-984-7860 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PREPAREDNESS UNIT                                609-292-4109         

 
NFIRS UNIT                                                   609-984-3476 
 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT        609-633-9722 
 
YOUTH FIRESETTER PROGRAM                609-633-6432 
 
TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION UNIT       609-777-3552 

ARSON-K9 UNIT 
 
JASON  SPIECKER                                     SUPERVISOR 
                                                  jason.spiecker@dca.nj.gov 
Stephen Letts                                   K-9 Investigator/North 
                                                         steve.letts@dca.nj.gov 
Rod Meyer                                        K-9 Investigator/South 
                                                  rodman.meyer@dca.nj.gov 
Walter Zieser                                           Investigator/North 
                                                     walter.zieser@dca.nj.gov    
Joseph Jackson                                       Investigator/South 
 

CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT 
 

Chris Michallis                      Senior Investigator CC&E Unit  
                                                    chris.michalis@dca.nj.gov                                                               

 
Patricia Persico                                      Technical Assistant 
                                                 patricia.persico@dca.nj.gov 

 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES 

 
Sonia Mora                                            Technical Assistant 
                                                      sonia.mora @dca.nj.gov 
 

DIVISION FISCAL UNIT 
 
AIDA JONES                                                SUPERVISOR 
                                                                       609 633-6105                                             
                                                         aida.jones@dca.nj.gov 
 

FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM UNIT   
                        
Steve Hearn                                     NFIRS Representative  
                                                      steve.hearn@dca.nj.gov 
 
                                                                         NFIRS Data 
Vincent Compagna                vincent.compagna.dca,nj.gov 
 

COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT 
 

CHARLES LAVIN                                        SUPERVISOR 
                                               Smoke/CO Alarm Distribution 
                                                     Youth Firesetter Program             
                                                            NJDFS F.I.R.E. Bowl                             

charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov 
 

Jerry Clark                                                       Coordinator               
                                         NJDFS/ NJFPPA Poster Contest  
                                     FD/LEA Community Risk Reduction                                                    

NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly 
                         jerold.clark@dca.nj.gov                                            

 
            NEW  JERSEY FIRE SAFETY COMMISSION   

 
CHARLES LAVIN                                          609-633-6132          

 

 

 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

LOUIS KILMER-ACTING DIRECTOR 
louis.kilmer@dca.nj.gov 

609-633-6131 

REGULATORY OFFICER 
 
ANDREW J. KONDOR, ESQ.                        609-984-0039 
andrew.kondor@dca.nj.gov 

 

FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

YOUTH FIRESETTER HOTLINE 
1-800-357-5230 

CLICK GRAPHIC 

mailto:jason.speiker@dca.nj.gov
mailto:sletts@dca.nj.gov
mailto:rmeyer@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:walter.zieser@dca.nj.gov
mailto:cmichallis@dca.nj.gov
mailto:patrcia.persico@dca.nj.gov
mailto:sonia.mora@dca.nj.gov
mailto:ajones2@dca.nj.gov
mailto:shearn@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:vincent.compagna@dca.nj.gov
mailto:charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jerold.clark@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jerry.clark@dca.nj.gov
mailto:Andrew.Kondor@dca.nj.gov
http://portal.nvfc.org/?utm_medium=NVFC&utm_source=eblast&utm_campaign=nvfc-portal&utm_content=pre-launch
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  LOCAL ASSISTANCE UNIT 
 

Frank Clark                                                                      Supervisor 
frank.clark@dca.nj.gov                                           609-633-6738 
[County Codes 01-05 ]                                 [cell ]  609-475-5320 
 
Paul Elenio                                           (NE) Field Representative                 
paul.elenio@dca.nj.gov                                          609-633-6432  
[02-07-09-12-14-16-20]                              [cell]  609-947-7524 
 
Vincent Lombardi                             (NW) Field Representative   
vincent.lombari@dca.nj.gov                                  609-777-4603        
 [10-14-18-19-20]                                          [cell]  609-915-7964                                   
 
Britton Schulmeister                           (SE) Field Representative 
britton.schulmeister@dca.nj.gov                          609-341-3470    
[01-05-12-13-15]                                           [cell]  609-468-8474 
 
George Beckett                                             (SW) Representative             
george.beckett@dca.nj.gov                                    609-826-5551 
[03-04-06-08-15-17]                                      [cell]  609-947-7522 
                      
Anthony Doyley                                            [cell]   609-947-7281       
anthony.doyley@dca.nj.gov 
[Rutgers University]         
 

   OFFICE OF TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION    
                                                       
                                                                  
KENT NEISWENDER                                                   SUPERVISOR 
kent.neiswender@dca.nj.gov                                609-341-3473 
 
Gregory Kirkham                                                      609-633-6424 
gregory.kirkham@dca.nj.gov 
 
Teresa Lockhart                                                        609-633-6731                                     
teresa.lockhart@dca.nj.gov                                                                 
 
Marge Jones                                                              609-777-1461 
marge.jones@dca.nj.gov 
 
                                          PUBLICATIONS 
 
Marylain Kemp                                                          609-633-7129 
marylain.kemp@dca.nj.gov 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

BUREAU OF FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 
LOUIS KILMER                                                     BUREAU CHIEF 
louis.kilmer@dca.nj.gov                                      609-633-6131                                                                
 
Jean Janukowicz                                  Secretarial Assistant 1 
jean.janukowicz@dca.nj.gov                             609-943-5429 
  
Glenn Symth                               Supervisor Code Inspections          
glenn.smyth@dca.nj.gov                                   609-633-6103 
 
Peter Damore                           Supervisor Code Inspections                              
peter.damore@dca.nj.gov                                 609-633-2604                        
                                                                        
Lawrence Wheeler                                        (NW) Inspector 3 
lawrence.wheeler@dca.nj.gov                          609-341-3049 
 
James Mudd                                                     (NE) Inspector 3 
james.mudd@dca.nj.gov                                   609-292-6168  
                                                         
Stephen Speicher                                            (SE) Inspector 3 
stephen.speicher@dca.nj.gov                          609-633-6717 
 
Robert Lenox                                                  (SW) Inspector 3 
robert.lennox@dca.nj.gov                              (609)-974-7190                               
                                                    
           OFFICE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS  

 
RICK FARLETTA                                                     SUPERVISOR 
richard.farletta@dca.nj.gov                     [cell] 609-947-7529 
 
Shore Region                                              [cell] 609-475-5328 
Craig Augustoni                                Regional Fire Coordinator 
craig.augustoni@dca.nj.gov 
 
Delaware River Region                            [cell] 609-475-5328 
Craig Augustoni                               Regional Fire Coordinator 
craig.augustoni@dca.nj.gov 
 
Northern Region                                       [cell] 609-475-5330 
David Hughes                                                     Senior Planner 
david.hughes@dca.nj.gov 
 
Northwest Region                                     (cell) 609-947-7526 
Timothy Weiss                                 Regional Fire Coordinator  
timothy.weiss@dca.nj.gov                                   
 
UASI Region                                                [cell] 609-475-5325 
Bruce Tynan                                      Regional Fire Coordinator  
bruce.tynan@dca.nj.gov      
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~Notice and Disclaimer~ 

 
Fire Focus Quarterly is posted exclusively four times a year 
on the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Fire Safety – Office of the State Fire Marshal 
website (www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/ ) is the official 
electronic newsletter of the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the 
State Fire Marshal posted quarterly for the benefit of the 
New Jersey Fire Service and general public.  
 
Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved. 
Reproduction, transfer, distribution or storage of part or all 
of the contents in any form without the prior written 
permission of The New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire 
Marshal is prohibited. The use of this electronic newsletter 
and the content therein is permitted for private, 
noncommercial use. The use of press releases and other 
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