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OPERATION SAVE A LIFE 2021 

NJDFS JOINS SLOW DOWN MOVE OVER 

TOWNSQUARE MEDIA KUDOS 

FEDS HELP SLOW DOWN MOVE OVER  

SKYSCRAPERS MADE OF STICKS? 

JCU NJDFS MOU  

 

       IN THIS POSTING...            

Excellence in Public Safety 

The 2021 WABC7 Operation Save A 
Life/Kiddie smoke alarm giveaway in 
New Jersey continues during the 
vaccination phase of the COVID-19 
pandemic as alarms are delivered by 
vaccinated NJDFS personnel throughout 
the state. 
 
One stop at the Bloomfield Fire 
Department headquarters featured 
masked and  vaccinated Director 
Richard Mikutsky with Chief of 

Photos by Liz Colado 
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Smoke Alarms Save Lives 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic hit New Jersey especially hard, however, a more enduring     
hazard will remain long after restrictions are lifted and herd immunity is achieved. 
 
Sadly, the toll taken by fire in the state, though thankfully not on the scale seen decades 
ago, continues to plague the state. Working and maintained smoke alarms remain our 
first line of defense against fire.  

Bloomfield firefighter Ron Fusaro (left) and Fire Official Vince Colavitti (right)  
join New Jersey Division of Fire Safety Director and State Fire Marshal Rich Mikutsky and 

Chief of Depatment Lou Venezia in front of a Bloomfield Fire Department apparatus to mark  
2021 Operation Save a Life/Kidde in New Jersey 
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NJDFS Director and New Jersey State 
Fire Marshal Richard Mikutsky joins 
Timothy Weiss, NJDFS Office of Fire   
Department Preparedness, at the     
formal unveiling of the NJ Slow Down 
Move Over Campaign. All DOT vehicles 
and all state emergency response              
vehicles will receive the traffic            
advisory sign stickers. 

Members of the newly unified        
Hamilton Fire Division (HFD) join 
Director Mikutsky and Coordinator 
Weiss at the launch of the NJ Slow 
Down Move Over Campaign. HFD along 
with many other fire companies who 
respond to NJ Interstate Highway and 
Toll Road  incidents receive NJDFS 
training in Traffic Incident Management 
from the NJDFS Office of Fire 
Department Preparedness training 
program. 

All Division vehicles will display the 
stickers as a reminder to yield to     
emergency response vehicles on all 
state roads. 
 
The reminders are timely. 
 
(Please see Page 6 of NJDFS Fire Focus) 
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A SALUTE TO TOWNSQUARE MEDIA AND WOBM-FM’S    
SHAWN MICHAELS FOR THEIR CONTINUING SOCIAL MEDIA 

AND ONLINE CELEBRATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE                       
DEPARTMENTS IN SOUTH JERSEY.  

 
THIS “GOOD NEWS” FOCUS ON THE MEN AND WOMEN OF 

VOLUNTEER FIRE SERVICE  BRINGS NEEDED PUBLIC                 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT A MAJORITY OF THE STATE’S 

800 DEPARTMENTS RELY UPON PUBLIC DONATIONS AND 
TOWNSQUARE MEDIA’S EFFORT SERVES TO ASSIST THEM IN   

THE ONGOING CHALLENGE OF  
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION.                   

EFFORTS SUCH AS TOWNSQUARE   
MEDIA’S HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT ON 
OUR ONGOING RECRUITMENT AND 
RETENTION CHALLENGE. 
 
THERE IS ADDITIONAL HELP FROM 
THE NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE 
COUNCIL. 
 
GO TO NVFC.ORG TO OBTAIN MORE 
INFO. 
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The Fire Science Department at New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) and the New Jersey Division of 
Fire Safety (NJDFS) have announced a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). NJCU 
now formally recognizes the level of training and 
education that firefighters receive while obtaining 
specific certifications issued by the NJDFS and will 
offer college credits for these certifications when 
firefighters pursue a degree in Fire Science at the 
university. 

“This MOU with New 
Jersey City University 
provides new 
opportunities for 
firefighting 
professionals across 
the state to earn their 
undergraduate 
degrees more 
quickly,” says NJDFS 
Director Richard     
Mikutsky. 

Firefighters who have 
completed one or 
more of several 
professional 
certifications, 
including but not 
limited to Firefighter 1 or Fire Officer 2, may be 
eligible to transfer up to 15 credits when they 
enroll in the Bachelor of Science in Fire Science 
program at NJCU. 

“Firefighting professionals across New Jersey 
working towards a Fire Science degree can now 
count on NJCU to help them achieve their 
dreams,” said Dr. Michael Edmondson, Dean of 
NJCU’s College of Professional Studies.  

“NJCU is proud to partner with the New Jersey   
Division of Fire Safety and provide a valuable      
opportunity for firefighting professionals to      
transfer in academic credits when they apply to 
NJCU’s exceptional Fire Science program. Ranked 
#8 in the     nation by BestColleges.com in 2020, 
NJCU’s Fire Science Department has a long history 
of helping graduates advance in their career to 
officer and chief positions in  the fire service.” 

 
NJCU offers the only 
bachelor’s degree in 
Fire Science in the 
state of New Jersey 
and is ranked as one 
of the top Fire Science 
programs in the 
nation by Best 
Colleges and 
Affordable Schools. 
Firefighting 
professionals           
interested in the     
program should clink 
the link below. 

“We’re also changing 
the game for our city, 
our communities, and 

our state. As the educational anchor institution in 
Jersey City, we’ve established partnerships to 
ensure the area’s growth directly benefits our 
students and community members. We seek to 
improve the lives of everyone in the Garden State, 
whether creating a home for the arts, bringing 
educational programs to K-12 students, offering 
bachelor’s degrees in partnership with community 
colleges, or providing professional development 
opportunities for adults,” said Dr. Edmondson. 

NJDFS Director and State Fire Marshal Richard  
Mikutsky joins JCU Dean Dr. Michael Edmondson (left) 

and staff at the formal MOU signing. 

http://www.njcu.edu/
http://www.njcu.edu/
https://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/dfs/
https://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/dfs/
https://www.njcu.edu/academics/schools-colleges/college-professional-studies/departments/fire-science
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edmondsonphd/
https://www.njcu.edu/about/why-njcu/rankings-and-fast-facts
https://www.njcu.edu/about/why-njcu/rankings-and-fast-facts
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The NHTSA is taking these actions to help states improve emergency responder roadside safety: 
 

• Promote public awareness through marketing materials that states can use for their own  
traffic safety campaigns. 

 
• Provide funding for public awareness activities related to emergency responder safety. 

 
• Conduct research to enhance emergency responder safety, including studies on motorist behaviors 

that contribute to roadside incidents and technologies that protect first responders. 
 

• In addition, the Federal Highway Administration is working with a coordinated network of           
stakeholders to provide roadside safety training programs for emergency responders. 

Click graphic for more local funding 
information. 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/highway-safety-grants-program
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High-rise construction is polarizing in U.S. cities, 
and faces several barriers. The cost of building 
towers is higher per square foot than for low-rise 
buildings; the carbon emissions from concrete- or 
steel-frame construction are environmentally  
hazardous; and a lot of urban dwellers just plain 
don’t like towers. But tall buildings bring all kinds 
of benefits to cities, and a new construction style 
— vertical timber frame – could reduce at least 
some of their liabilities. 

 
The International Code Council (ICC), a trade 
group which sets a “model” building code 
followed by many cities, now lauds wood-frame 
buildings of up to 18 stories constructed 
with cross-laminated timber (CLT). That stance 
may surprise some people since wood has 
traditionally been a less sturdy and more fire-
prone material, seemingly unfit for verticality. But 
the cross-lamination process, in which wood 
pieces are compressed together and treated with 
chemicals, makes large wooden beams and 
columns structurally firm and fire-resistant. 

 
 
 
 

Cross-lamination also provides several cost and 
environmental benefits over steel frame 
construction. Materials are preassembled at 
plants, rather than onsite. That drastically cuts 
labor costs and carrying costs, as buildings go up 
faster. And because wood releases less carbon, 
and can capture it, the buildings are more likely to 
be carbon-neutral. 
 
CLT buildings, which have long been allowed in 
Asia, Europe and Canada, vary widely in height. 
One proposed project in Japan would rise 70     
stories. 
 
The tallest in America is now Portland’s eight-
story Carbon12 project, although it may soon be 
eclipsed by a 10-story tower in Cleveland. A 
project in Charlottesville, Va., at eight stories, will 
house the headquarters of the renewable energy  

On June 14 2017, a fire broke out in the 24-story 
Grenfell Tower block of flats in North Kensington, 
West London. It caused 72 deaths, including those 
of two victims who later died in hospital  (Editors note: This article originally appeared in 

“Governing Daily” an online publication delivered to 
regulators nationwide.) 

https://www.cnn.com/style/article/wooden-skyscraper-revolution-timber/index.html
https://www.cleveland.com/life-and-culture/g66l-2019/02/ea4f5aa50a3112/ohio-city-could-score-tallest-timber-frame-building-in-us-in-2021.html#:~:text=The%20tallest%20timber-frame%20building%20in%20the%20U.S.%2C%20by,the%20apartment%20block%20in%20the%20Market
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firm Apex Global Energy. More of these projects 
will surely arise as CLT production, which is now 
more common in Canada, becomes a staple     
offering of U.S. wood product firms. 

But this scalability also depends on how amenable 
government regulators are to CLT. When the ICC 
voted to approve 18-story CLT construction, 
opposition came from the National Association of 
State Fire Marshals, who believe that there is not 
enough data to support the conclusion that CLT is 
safe.  

The New  York Times reported in 2019 that         
Carbon12 took two years to be approved, and CLT 
projects in New York City have been few, because 
the city has a 7-story height limit on wood       
buildings. The Apex tower in Charlottesville         
required a code amendment to proceed. 

 

California’s 2020 statewide building code            
approved wood high-rises, following the lead of 
the ICC. Interestingly, the state fire marshal 
praised the change, saying that the measure could 
help with forest management challenges by 
spurring the harvesting of some trees to build CLT. 
However, the state only authorized CLT buildings 
of up to 12 stories. 

But the main barrier to CLT in most cities isn’t 
any underlying debate about the safety of timber 
high-rises. It’s the fact that height itself is          
restricted. Most U.S. cities cap building heights 
even in their downtowns, not to mention the 
many residential neighborhoods where only    
single-family housing is allowed. Washington, 
D.C., has forbidden high-rise buildings of more 
than about 14 stories in its downtown since the 
late 1890s, no matter what they are made of.  

San Diego caps building heights at just three    
stories along much of its coastline; while its 
downtown area is height-restricted by the      
Federal Aviation Administration due to the 
nearby airport.  

Numerous cities, including Boston and Madison, 
Wis., forbid construction that risks shadowing 
landmarks, while Philadelphia sticks a 38-foot 
limit on many row houses. 
 
So the first step to making high-rise timber     
construction more common is to remove the  
stigma — and the regulations against tall      
buildings overall.  (Editor's italics) 
 
The second is to recognize, as the ICC has, that 
timber-frame towers are no more perilous than 
concrete or steel ones. That way maybe cross-
laminated timber can become popular, and cities 
can enjoy the benefits of high-rise urbanism in a 
more environmentally friendly way. 

Further reading: 

https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-
research-and-tools/Building-and-Life-Safety/Fire-
Safety-Challenges-of-Tall-Wood-Buildings-Phase-
2 

 

https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-and-tools/Building-and-Life-Safety/Fire-Safety-Challenges-of-Tall-Wood-Buildings-Phase-2
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-and-tools/Building-and-Life-Safety/Fire-Safety-Challenges-of-Tall-Wood-Buildings-Phase-2
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-and-tools/Building-and-Life-Safety/Fire-Safety-Challenges-of-Tall-Wood-Buildings-Phase-2
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-and-tools/Building-and-Life-Safety/Fire-Safety-Challenges-of-Tall-Wood-Buildings-Phase-2
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The 2020-2021 NJFPPA-NJDFS Scholastic Fire Safety 
Poster Contest has again been impacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Officials hope that the 2021-2022 competition 
will return to pre-pandemic levels of participation.  
 
The few entries that were received may be featured in   
the NJFPPA-NJDFS Scholastic Fire Safety Poster Contest     
Calendar to be published later this year. 
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(From National Institute of Standards and Technology) 
‘Seeking to remove a major blind spot, 
researchers at the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) have 
developed P-Flash, or the Prediction 
Model for Flashover. The artificial-
intelligence-powered tool was designed 
to predict and warn of a deadly         
phenomenon in burning buildings 
known as flashover, when flammable 
materials in a room ignite almost      
simultaneously, producing a blaze only        
limited in size by available oxygen. The 
tool’s predictions are based on          

temperature data from a building’s heat detectors, and, remarkably, it is designed to      
operate even after heat detectors begin to fail, making do with the remaining devices.”  

READ MORE HERE 

https://www.nist.gov/
https://www.nist.gov/
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2021/06/how-ai-could-alert-firefighters-imminent-danger
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If you are a career or volunteer chief,  a county or local fire official the one report you 
should always have ready to share with the organization who funds your operations 

is the USFA Residential Fire Report. 
 

In addition, you need to join NJDFS FireStats each week for important updates. 
-SEE LINK BELOW- 

Adobe Connect Login (dhs.gov)  

CLICK HERE FOR FULL REPORT 

https://share.dhs.gov/njfirestat/
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/data/statistics/reports/residential-building-fires-v21i2.html
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New Jersey is opening back up and the firefighters, 
EMTs, and dispatchers of the NJFMBA could not be 
happier. While protecting our communities is our 
job, building the community is our passion, and that 
has been difficult over the past 15 months. 
 
Like everyone, we 
were struck by the 
uncertainty that 
COVID-19 brought 
to the municipali-
ties we serve. This 
was an uncertainty 
that extended 
across the state, 
nation, and around 
the globe.   
 
Where would the 
next positive case 
be, how would it impact that patient, what could we 
do to slow the spread? These were all realities our 
members faced on a  daily basis.   
 
While our job is synonymous with danger, the 
spread of a global pandemic, one that for a time 
seemed unstoppable, was different. There is never a 
routine call in our careers, and this became even 
more pronounced in the midst of mitigating through 
this hidden enemy.  

 

 

 

We are trained to be the front line of defense to 
our great state and our members never waiver in 
that calling While New Jersey rightfully shut down, 
your firehouses, ambulance squads and dispatch 
centers did not.  

Our members reported to 
work each day, and re-
sponded to every alarm. In 
a strange way, I’ll never 
forget the eerie sense of 
responding to emergencies 
on empty roads with only 
essential employees per-
mitted out of their house. 
The members of the NJ 
FMBA thank all those who 
provided so much during 
the pandemic. 

I am proud of all that New Jersey has done in one 
of the most challenging times of our existence. We 
have truly exemplified our resolve and tenacity and 
let us all continue to do our part as we open up our 
great State. Your first responders welcome it!   

On behalf of the over 5,000 members of the NJ 
FMBA we say thank you for continuing to trust us 
to provide the service and protections you           

deserve. 
 
(The preceding was written by Eddie Donnelly,   
President, Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association 
(FMBA) and appeared in TAP into Union, Kathy 
Cryan, Editor). 
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CLICK GRAPHIC TO DOWNLOAD BROCHURE 

https://www.keanfiresafety.com/course-brochure-2/
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IN MEMORIAM 

Dennis B. Shennard 

Firefighter 

  

 Kingston Volunteer Fire Company 
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  
FEDERAL LEGISLATION  

The Stimulus Bill contains $1.4 trillion in 
FY2021 funding for government agencies and 
programs, as well as a $900 billion COVID-19 
stimulus package. 
 

Throughout the 116th Congress, CFSI and our 
partner organizations have advocated for the 
passage of a number of provisions important to 
the fire and emergency services. Through these 
efforts, many of our priorities have been includ-
ed in the omnibus. Overall, provisions relevant 
to the fire and emergency services include: 
 

$720 million for the AFG and SAFER pro-
grams ($360 million per program). This 
is an increase from $355 million/program 
in FY2020.  

Waiver authority was provided for the 
AFG and SAFER programs. Under the 
bill text, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity may provide a number of waivers for 
the AFG and SAFER programs to get 
funds to grantees more effectively.  

$49.3 million for the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion (USFA). This is an increase from the 
FY2020 level of $46.8 million. Report lan-
guage accompanying the bill further di-
rects USFA to provide full funding for 
State Fire Training Grants and the Nation-
al Fallen Firefighters Memorial. Additional 
language directs USA to collect data on 
suicide 

 
T-Band is preserved in the omnibus.  

Language repealing the T-Band auction 
requirement was included in the omnibus.  

 

 
$37.8 million for the National Urban 

Search and Rescue Response Sys-
tem. This funding level was maintained 
from FY2020.  

$19 million for the Volunteer Fire Assis-
tance program. This is an increase from 
$1 million over the FY2020 level.  

The Volunteer Responder Incentive Pro-
tection Act is made permanent. This 
tax benefit allows qualified volunteer fire-
fighters to deduct from their income tax-
es a portion of benefits they may receive 
for volunteering.  

$2.5 million for the National Firefighter 
Registry. This funding will help to sup-
port the rollout of this registry.  

$17.1 billion for the Disaster Relief 
Fund. 

$5.5 million for SIREN Act grants. These 
awards are given to rural fire and EMS 
agencies.  

The Portable Fuel Container Safety Act 
is included in the omnibus. This bill 
protects consumers by directing the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to 
create a standard requiring certain flame 
mitigation devices be used on portable 
fuel containers.  

 
The Carbon Monoxide Alarms Leading 

Every Resident To Safety Act, or CO 
ALERTS Act, is part of the omnibus. 
This bill will require carbon monoxide 
alarms to be installed in certain federally 
assisted housing.  

COVID STIMUUS UPDATE 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  
FEDERAL LEGISLATION  

 
The Safer Occupancy Furniture Flammability Act, or the SOFFA Act, is included in 

the omnibus. This bill sets a national furniture flammability standard.  
 

Up to $600 stimulus checks for qualifying individuals. 
 
The bill contains over $284 billion for Paycheck Protection Program loans and also includes 

$20 billion for targeted Economic Injury Disaster Loan grants.  

 

FEDERAL COVID RESOURCES 
 
 

Coronavirus: Make infection control a priority – U.S. Fire Administration 
COVID-19 cost recovery for fire and EMS departments – U.S. Fire Administration 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) situation reports – World Health Organization 

Q&A on coronaviruses (COVID-19) – World Health Organization 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak – World Health Organization 

Coronavirus (COVID-10): What You Need to Know –  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Cases in the US – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Interim Guidance for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Systems and 911 Public Safety Answering 
Points (PSAPs) for COVID-19 in the United States –Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 
-CLICK LINKS FOR MORE INFORMATION- 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/current_events/coronavirus.html
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/current_events/031820.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-for-ems.html
http://www.cfsi.org/Congress_Legislation/write_to_congress.cfm
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NEW JERSEY FIRE SERVICE  
STATE LEGISLATION  

 

Click NJ Assembly photo  for pending legislation affecting fire service interests keyword “fire” or actual Bill number. 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillsByNumber.asp
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Inspections                                                   609-633-6132 
Legislative Affairs                                        609-984-1947 
Registration                                                  609-633-6144  

ARSON UNIT                                                 609-633-8161 
 
CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT        609-984-7860 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PREPAREDNESS UNIT                                609-292-4109         

 
NFIRS UNIT                                                   609-984-3476 
 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT        609-633-9722 
 
YOUTH FIRESETTER PROGRAM                609-633-6432 
 
TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION UNIT       609-777-3552 

ARSON-K9 UNIT 
 
JASON  SPIECKER                                     SUPERVISOR 
                                                  jason.spiecker@dca.nj.gov 
 
Stephen Letts                                   K-9 Investigator/North 
                                                         steve.letts@dca.nj.gov 
 
Rod Meyer                                        K-9 Investigator/South 
                                                  rodman.meyer@dca.nj.gov 
 
Walter Zieser                                           Investigator/North 
                                                     walter.zieser@dca.nj.gov    
 
Joseph Jackson                                    Investigator/South 
                                                  joseph.jackson@dca.nj.gov 
 

CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION UNIT 
 

Chris Michallis                    Senior Investigator CC&E Unit  
                                                   chris.michallis@dca.nj.gov                                                               

 
Patricia Persico                                    Technical Assistant 
                                                 patricia.persico@dca.nj.gov 

 
  

DIVISION FISCAL UNIT 
 

Tracy Holmes                           Tracy.Holmes @dca.nj.gov                     
                                                          

 
FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM UNIT   

                        
Steve Hearn                                     NFIRS Representative  
                                                    steven.hearn@dca.nj.gov 
 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                              
Vincent Campagna                                          NFIRS Data 
                                            vincent.campagna@dca.nj.gov 

 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION UNIT 

 
CHARLES LAVIN                                         SUPERVISOR 
                                               Smoke/CO Alarm Distribution 
                                                     Youth Firesetter Program             
                                                            NJDFS F.I.R.E. Bowl                             

charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov 
 

 
Jerry Clark                                                      Coordinator               
                                       NJDFS/ NJFPPA Poster Contest  
                                     FD/LEA Community Risk Reduction                                                    

NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly 
                         jerold.clark@dca.nj.gov                                            

 
           

  NEW  JERSEY FIRE SAFETY COMMISSION   
 

CHARLES LAVIN                                          609-633-9722          
 

 
 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

Richard Mikutsky, Director  
New Jersey State Fire Marshal 

609-633-6106 
richard.mikutsky@dca.nj.gov 

REGULATORY OFFICER 
 
ANDREW J. KONDOR, ESQ.                        609-984-0039 
andrew.kondor@dca.nj.gov 
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CLICK GRAPHIC 

Angela Scurti                           Secretarial Assistant to the Director       
angela.scurti@dca.nj.gov                                              609-633-6070 

mailto:jason.speiker@dca.nj.gov
mailto:sletts@dca.nj.gov
mailto:rmeyer@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:walter.zieser@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jodr[h.jackson@dca.nj.gov
mailto:cmichallis@dca.nj.gov
mailto:patrcia.persico@dca.nj.gov
mailto:tracey.Holmes@dca,nj,gov
mailto:shearn@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:vincent.campagna@dca.nj.gov
mailto:charles.lavin@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jerold.clark@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jerry.clark@dca.nj.gov
mailto:richard.mikutsky@dca.nj.gov
mailto:Andrew.Kondor@dca.nj.gov
http://portal.nvfc.org/?utm_medium=NVFC&utm_source=eblast&utm_campaign=nvfc-portal&utm_content=pre-launch
mailto:angela.scurti@dca.nj.gov
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  LOCAL ASSISTANCE UNIT 
 

FRANK CLARK                                                              SUPERVISOR 
frank.clark@dca.nj.gov                                [cell ] 609-475-5320 
 
Eugene Iandolo                                    (NE) Field Representative                 
eugene.Iandolo@dca.nj.gov                         [cell] 609-462=5992 
 
Paul Elenio  FCAR II                                       State Urban Centers   
paul.elenio@dca.nj.gov                                 [cell] 609-947-7524                                   
 
Chris Reier                                                             (SW) Supervisor                                
christopher.reier@dca.nj.gov                       [cell] 609-477-2718 
 
Dwayne Breeden                              ( NW) Field Representative 
Dwayne.Breeden@dca.nj.gov                      [cell] 609-475-5109 
 
Chad Stanley                                                           (NE) Supervisor                                      
Chad.Stanley@dca.nj.gov                            [cell] (609) 915-3832                                                  
 
Timothy Paar                                         (SE) Field Representative               
timothy.paar@dca.nj.gov                              [cell] 609-508-7620 
 
William Hendrickson                                    [Rutgers University]                 
William.Hendrickson@dca.nj.gov                [cell] 609-610-9451 
 
         

 OFFICE OF TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION           
                                            

                                                                  
KENT NEISWENDER                                                   SUPERVISOR 
kent.neiswender@dca.nj.gov                                 609-341-3473 
 
Gregory Kirkham                                                       609-633-6424 
gregory.kirkham@dca.nj.gov 
 
Teresa Lockhart                                                         609-633-6731                                     
teresa.lockhart@dca.nj.gov                                                                 
 
                                            PERSONNEL 
  
Marylain Kemp                                                          609-633-7129                                             
                                               Assistant to the Director-Personnel 
                                                               Fire Official Appointments                                       
marylain.kemp@dca.nj.gov 
 
                                           PUBLICATIONS 
 
Jessica Duff                                                                 609-633-6138     
jessicaduff@dca.nj.gov 

 
  

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

BUREAU OF FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 
LOUIS KILMER                                                     BUREAU CHIEF 
louis.kilmer@dca.nj.gov                                      609-633-6131                                                                
 
Maureen Lennox   Secretarial Assistant to the Bureau Chief 
maureen.lenox@dca.nj.gov                                609 633-6106 

 
PETER DAMORE                                                  (N)  Supervisor 
peter.damore@dca.nj.gov                                  609-633-2604                        
    
STEPHEN SPEICHER                                            (S)  Supervisor  
stephen.speicher@dca.nj.gov                            609-633-6717 
     
Lawrence Wheeler                                         (NW) Inspector 3 
lawrence.wheeler@dca.nj.gov                           609-341-3049 
  
Tom Johnson                                            (SE) Senior Inspector  
thomas.johnson@dca.nj.gov                              609-292-6315 
 
                                                    
           OFFICE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT PREPAREDNESS  

 
OFDP SUPERVISOR                                                      [Vacancy] 
 
Bruce Tynan                                   ROIC/REGIONS Supervisor 
bruce.tynan@dca.nj.gov                           [cell] 609-475-5325  
 
Northern Region                                                          [Vacancy]                                 
 
Shore Region                                                                [Vacancy] 
                                          
Delaware River Region                                         
Robert Tharp                                                [cell] 609 960 5271 
robert.tharp@dca.nj.gov                                                Planner 
                                                                                         
Northwest Region                                      [cell] 609-947-7526 
Timothy Weiss                                  Regional Fire Coordinator  
timothy.weiss@dca.nj.gov                                   
 
UASI Region                                                           609-292-4109 
Bennet Berkman                                                             Planner       
bennet.berkman@dca.nj.gov 
 
Field Logistics                                             [cell)] 609-292-8134 
Leonard Inzerillo 
leonard.inzerillo@dca.nj.gov                                                              
 

 DIVISION LOGISTICS 
Lucille Ventres                                                       609-633-6062     
lucille.ventres@dca.nj.gov 

mailto:frank.clark@dca.nj.gov
mailto:eugene.Iandolo@dca.nj.gov
mailto:paul.elenio@dca.nj.gov
mailto:christopher.reier@dca.nj.gov
mailto:chad.stanley@dca.nj.gov
mailto:tim.puar@dca,nj,gov
mailto:william.henrickson@dca.nj.gov
mailto:kneiswender@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:gkirkham@state.nj.us
mailto:tstevenson@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:marylain.kemp@dca.nj.gov
mailto:jessic.namotka@dca.nj.gov
mailto:lou.kilmer@dca.nj.gov
mailto:maureen.lenox@dca.nj.gov
mailto:maureen.lenox@dca.jn.gov
mailto:peter.damore@dca.nj.gov
mailto:peter.damore@dca.nj.gov
mailto:lawrence.wheeler@dca.nj.gov
mailto:thomas.john@dca.nj.net
mailto:thomas.johnson@dca.nj.gov
mailto:bruce.tynan@dca.nj.gov
mailto:robert.tharp@dca.nj.gov
mailto:tweiss@dca.state.nj.us
mailto:bennett.berkman@dca.nj.gov
mailto:leonard.inzergrillo@dca.nj.gov
mailto:Text%20message%20tax%20California
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FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

COMPLIANCE UNIT 
 

SUPERVISOR 
Robert Lenox                                                  

robert.lenox@dca.nj.gov                                   
(609)-974-7190   

 
 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
02 – Bergen 10 Hunterdon 14 Morris 16 Passaic 18          

Somerset 19 Sussex 21 Warren 
Scott Janssens 

(609) 292-6315 (Office) 
(609) 203-9381 (Cell) 

scott.janssens@dca.nj.gov 
 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
Provisional 

Darius Bishop 
 
 
 
 
 

Technical Assistant 
Kim Lake 

(609) 633-6111 
kimberly.lake@dca.nj.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

          
 

Excellence in Public Safety 

mailto:ROBERTLENNOX@DCA.NJ.GOV
mailto:scott.janssens@dca.nj.gov
mailto:kimberly.lake@dca.nj.gov
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~Notice and Disclaimer~ 
 

Fire Focus Quarterly is posted exclusively four times a year 
on the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Fire Safety – Office of the State Fire Marshal 
website (www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/dfs/ ) is the official 
electronic newsletter of the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the 
State Fire Marshal posted quarterly for the benefit of the 
New Jersey Fire Service and general public.  
 
Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved. 
Reproduction, transfer, distribution or storage of part or all 
of the contents in any form without the prior written 
permission of The New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire 
Marshal is prohibited. The use of this electronic newsletter 
and the content therein is permitted for private, 
noncommercial use. The use of press releases and other 
documents classified as public is permitted in public 
communications with proper source attribution. 
  
For easy accessibility, The New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety— Office of the 
State Fire Marshal may include links to sites on the Internet 
that are owned or operated by third parties. By linking to 
such third-party sites, you acknowledge and agree that the 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of 
Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal has no control 
over the content of that site and cannot assume any 
responsibility for material created or published by such third
-party sites.  
 
 
 

FIRE FOCUS THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY FIRE FOCUS:THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

In addition, a link to another site not affiliated with The New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire 
Safety—Office of the State Fire Marshal site does not imply 
that the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Fire Safety— Office of the State Fire Marshal 
endorses the site or the products or services referenced in 
such third-party site. 
 
Fire Focus Quarterly gladly accepts editorial contributions 
meeting its internal electronic publication standards from       
members and affiliates of the New Jersey Fire Service and the 
general public exclusively via email and email attachment 
only.  
 
Please send material c/o Jerry Clark, Content Producer, 
Public Information Assistant, New Jersey Division of Fire 
Safety, Community Risk Reduction Unit to:  
jerold.clark@dca.nj.gov 

 
 

~Fair Use Statement~ 
 

This edition of NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly may contain 
copyrighted material that was not specifically authorized by 
the copyright owner.  

NJDFS Fire Focus Quarterly believes this to constitute       
“fair use” of copyrighted material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

If you wish to use copyrighted material contained within this 
document for your own purposes that go beyond “fair use,” 
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.  
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