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If a municipality or potential service contractor has a technical question regarding subcode services as part of the specification the Office of Regulatory Affairs’ Onsite Agencies Unit should be contacted.  Further, copies of contracts will still be filed with the Office of Regulatory Affairs.

The Division of Local Government Services is in the process of updating a handbook on how to bid third party contracts.  This is expected to be available in mid-January.

Approved: Susan Jacobucci, Director
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Recent Changes to the Local Unit Contracting Laws





New Standards for Notice of Changes or 


Addenda to Bid Specifications





The Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11-23) and Public School Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-21) have been amended to change the minimum number of days for notice of changes or addenda to bid documents.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2004/Bills/AL05/191_.PDF" ��Chapter 191, of the Laws of 2005� amended the laws pertaining to advertisements for bid changes.





The period for notice of change or revisions to advertisements or bid documents was made uniform at seven days prior to the date for acceptance of bids, excluding Saturday, Sunday, and holidays.  The seven days requirement applies to all construction contracts, solid waste disposal and collection contracts, and all other types of contracts. 





The amendment took affect on November 16, 2005.





Contracting for Uniform Construction Code Inspection 


Services by Private Agencies





As of November 1, 2005, contracting procedures for building, electric, elevator, fire and plumbing subcode services are no longer subject to the provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.5A concerning the selection of private on-site inspection and plan review agencies.  This process provided for a “2-envelope” procedure for obtaining proposals and awarding contracts.  That process has been eliminated.





The law (� HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2004/Bills/AL05/212_.PDF" ��P.L. 2005, c. 212�) now makes contracts between private inspection firms and municipalities for inspections completed pursuant to the State Uniform Construction Code Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-119 et seq.) subject to the bidding and other requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law.  





Previously, such contracts were subject to separate regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs.  Instead, a contract for municipal code compliance or plan review is now subject to the receipt of bids as a public contract under the Local Public Contracts Law. (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-124.3)





Questions or concerns regarding the contracting for municipal subcode services should be directed to the Bureau of Local Management Services at 609-292-7842 or by e-mail, � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/dca/lgs/lpcl/index" ��www.state.nj.us/dca/lgs/lpcl/index�. 











Contact Information





Director's Office


V.  609.292.6613


F.  609.292.9073


Local Government Research


V.  609.292.6110


F.  609.292.9073


Financial Regulation�and Assistance


V.  609.292.4806


F.  609.984.7388


Local Finance Board


V.  609.292.0479


F.  609.633.6243


Local Management Services


V.  609.292.7842


F.  609.633.6243


Authority Regulation


V.  609.984.0132


F.  609.984.7388


Mail and Delivery


101 South Broad St.


PO Box 803


Trenton, New Jersey


08625-0803


Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nj.gov/dca/lgs" ��www.nj.gov/dca/lgs�


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dlgs@dca.state.nj.us" ��dlgs@dca.state.nj.us�








Distribution


Municipal and Freeholder Clerks


Chief Financial Officers


Authority Executive Directors


Fire District Commissioners


School Business Administrators


Local Procurement Officials























