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Counties with Constitutional Officer salaries in excess of $102,050 at the end of 2007 do not need to certify for Constitutional Officers, but may need to certify for the Prosecutor.  Upon receipt of the certification, the Division will release funds to reimburse the County for the 2008 increases authorized under the law. 

The certification form is attached to this Notice.  Please return the certification as it reflects your current status by December 9, 2008.  If salary changes are put into effect after submission, please file a revised certification as soon as action is taken.
2009 Salary Increase

County officials should be aware that the minimum salaries for these individuals will increase again on January 1, 2009.  As of that date, the salary for Superior Court Judges and County Prosecutors will increase to $165,000.  That change will set the minimum for Constitutional Officers at $107,250.  The Division will repeat the certification process next Fall to process the reimbursement.  Once salaries are certified at the minimum, annual certifications will not be required, and the Division will process reimbursements automatically in the 4th quarter of each year.

Chief Financial Officers should immediately complete the attached certification and return it to the Division.  In those cases where the salary has not been increased, the County will have until June 30, 2009 to file for the 2008 reimbursement.

Questions concerning this can be e-mailed to dlgs@dca.state.nj.us. 

Approved: Susan Jacobucci, Director
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State of New Jersey

Department of Community Affairs

Division of Local Government Services

Constitutional Officer and County Prosecutor 
Salary Increase Certification
This certification is required for County governments to receive reimbursement of salary increases mandated by P.L. 2007, c. 350, as described in Local Finance Notice 2008-21.  The County Chief Financial Officer must certify the actions taken by the County.

The CFO must complete the following table to reflect the adopted salary for each position as of 12/31/07, the salary expected to be paid during 2008, and the amount of requested reimbursement.  In those cases where the salary has not yet been increased to the minimum, the Certification may be submitted after Freeholder action, but no later than June 30, 2009.

2008 Constitutional Officer and County Prosecutor Salary Certification
County:       
	Position
	2007 Salary Ordinance

Amount
	Minimum 2008
Salary
	2008 Projected Salary
	Requested Reimbursement

	County Clerk
	     
	102,050
	     
	     

	Register of Deeds
	     
	102,050
	     
	     

	Sheriff
	     
	102,050
	     
	     

	Surrogate
	     
	102,050
	     
	     

	County Prosecutor
	     
	153,000
	     
	     

	Total Reimbursement Request
	     


I hereby certify that the foregoing amounts accurately reflect the salaries of the Constitutional Officers and County Prosecutor for 2007 and 2008 as of this date:

	Signature:
	

	Name of County Chief Financial Officer:
	     
	Cert #
	     

	Date:
	     

	Phone:
	     
	E-mail:
	     


Return this form immediately to: State Aid Unit, Division of Local Government Services, PO Box 803, Trenton, NJ  08625-0803, or fax to 609-292-9073 or e-mail to dlgs@dca.state.nj.us.  Please e-mail questions to dlgs@dca.state.nj.us.
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Constitutional Officer and County Prosecutor 


Salary Increases





In 2001 � HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2000/Bills/PL01/370_.PDF" ��P.L. 2001, c.370� linked the minimum salary of Constitutional Officers to be 65 percent of the salaries of Superior Court Judges.  The cost of the increase in salary at the time was offset with an increase in fees.  In late 2007, with enactment of � HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/Bills/PL07/350_.PDF" ��P.L. 2007, c. 350,� the State increased the minimum salaries of Judges of the Superior Court to $157,000, effective January 1, 2008.  At the same time the fixed salary of County Prosecutors were increased to $153,000.





The raise in Superior Court Judges increased the minimum salary of Constitutional Officers to $102,050 (65% of $157,000).  Covered under the statute are County Clerks, Surrogates, Sheriffs, and where they exist, Registers of Deeds.  





The statutes that regulate Constitutional Officer salaries require the Board of Chosen Freeholders to act by resolution to set the amount.  Once the amount is set by resolution, these legislated salary increases constitute an unfunded state mandate to county governments.  As has been previously done in the case of Prosecutor salary increases, the State will reimburse each county affected by the mandate.





Given these circumstances, the following applies to a county for each of its Constitutional Officers:


Salaries that were already in excess of $102,050 on January 1, 2008 are unaffected by the mandate and there is no reimbursement.


If a Constitutional Officer was paid less than $102,050 as of 12/31/07, once the new salary is set by resolution, the State will reimburse the county for the difference between the previous salary and the new $102,050 (the resolution may provide for a retroactive payment).





In order for a county to receive reimbursement, the County Finance Officer must certify the 2008 annual salary each Constitutional Officer is expected to receive.  If the salary set by resolution is less than $102,050 (for whatever reason), the actual amount of the salary that will be received (up to $102,050) should be listed.  A similar certification is required for the County Prosecutor from all counties.  In processing the Prosecutor reimbursement, the Division will deduct the previously paid $41,000 for Prosecutors.








Contact Information





Director's Office


V.  609.292.6613


F.  609.292.9073


Local Government Research


V.  609.292.6110


F.  609.292.9073


Financial Regulation�and Assistance


V.  609.292.4806


F.  609.984.7388


Local Finance Board


V.  609.292.0479


F.  609.633.6243


Local Management Services


V.  609.292.7842


F.  609.633.6243


Authority Regulation


V.  609.984.0132


F.  609.984.7388


Mail and Delivery


101 South Broad St.


PO Box 803


Trenton, New Jersey


08625-0803


Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nj.gov/dca/lgs" ��www.nj.gov/dca/lgs�


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dlgs@dca.state.nj.us" ��dlgs@dca.state.nj.us�
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