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For the last several years the Division of Local Government Services has been slowly changing the way it communicates with its client government agencies.  Though our myNewJersey/ GovConnect system, we have been moving steadily from paper-based communications to e-mail and use of our web site to provide local officials information on Division activities, issue Local Finance Notices, and updates on important and timely issues.

In March 2002, the Local Finance Board adopted N.J.A.C. 5:30-16 which launched GovConnect as an electronic government initiative for conducting official business between state agencies and local government officials.  Today, Municipal and Freeholder Board Clerks, Finance Officers and Tax Collectors participate in GovConnect.  Recently we have begun to enroll Fire Districts.

We are now prepared to make GovConnect available for local authorities.  This Internet-based service provides authorized users with online capability to exchange information in a secure, timely and cost effective manner.  

The Local Finance Board will soon adopt a rule that requires local authorities to enroll in the program by October 2004.  Each authority must designate at least one individual to enroll and receive e-mail from the program.  This “Authority Official” may be appointed either by the Board of Commissioners or named by the Executive Director, and will be the person responsible for accessing the system and receiving e-mail on behalf of the Authority.  Once the program is launched, all routine communications from the Division to authorities will be by e-mail.  Other State agencies will also be able to use the system as well.

To help you “get connected,” enclosed is information about the GovConnect program, enrollment information and a grant application package.  The enrollment form, signed by the Executive Director, or the form and a resolution of the Board naming the Authority Official is all that it takes to start the process.

Once enrolled, the Authority Official will benefit from web-based services such as a document library, a white pages directory, discussion forums and e-mail delivery of information.

If the Authority does not have an Internet-capable computer, a limited number of grants are available (See EGG Notice 12).

Questions and Answers about the program are on the other side of this Notice.  For other questions regarding the GovConnect program, enrollment of your Authority Official or the GovConnect Grant program please contact the Division at 609-943-4724 or by E-mail to EGG@dca.state.nj.us. 
Questions and Answers About GovConnect
Do I have to participate?

Yes.  Local officials (municipal clerks, municipal and county finance officers, and clerks to the board of chosen freeholders) are already required to participate in the program.  It has now been extended to include local authorities.  

Why?

State agencies are changing from paper to e-mail and Internet delivery of information.  
What do I need to participate in the GovConnect Program?

You need any computer running Windows 98 (or a later version of Windows), with Internet Explorer 4.0 or Netscape Navigator 4.7 browsers (later versions are recommended); access to the Internet; and an authentication code from the Division to register for your official “role.”   The computer does not have to be dedicated, all it needs is Internet access.

I need a grant, can I spend more on a computer and services than the grant allows?

Yes.  The grant is for a minimum amount to buy a basic PC, inkjet printer, training and Internet service for 20 hours a month.  We encourage that fire districts add to the budget so a more powerful computer, software, and faster Internet access can be obtained.

What if I have a computer, can I still get a grant?

If the computer is not Internet capable, you can get a grant.  If it is Internet capable, but you do not have Internet service, a grant is available for getting an ISP connection.  DLGS reserves the right to verify all grant applications to make sure the program’s rules are followed.
I have e-mail and Internet access at home or in another position.  Can I use it, or does the Authority have to get its own access?

No.  The program only requires that the “local official has access to a computer on which he can conduct business for the local unit.”  If that test is not met, the authority can get a grant.  A personal e-mail address, however, is permitted– it does not have to be a dedicated authority account.   

What if the Authority Board of Commissioners doesn’t want to do it?

Let us know – we’ll work out the issues on a case-by-case basis.
What will be available on GovConnect?

General information including useful Internet links to State agencies.  Also available is a News Channel, a Document Library, White Pages Directory and a Discussion Forum.  Any State agency will be able to use the system to make information available to Authorities.  
What about other services?

By providing your e-mail address, you will receive e-mail about special announcements from the Division and other State agencies.

How often do I need to check the system?

You should check your e-mail and GovConnect news at least once every day or two.  This will help the authority stay current with new developments.   

GovConnect Authority Enrollment Form

	Date:

	Authority:

	County:


Designated Authority Official 
If approved by the Board, attach the resolution designating the individual.
	Name:
	Phone:

	Address:
	

	Address:
	Fax:

	Town/State/Zip: 

	E-Mail:    


An official e-mail address is preferred, but a personal e-mail address is acceptable.

If the official does not have e-mail, leave blank and refer to EGG 12 for grant information.
Designation approved by:

__________________________________


____________________________

Name of Executive Director


 

 Signature

Date:___________________

If applicable, date Board resolution passed: __________________

Send this form and resolution to: 

Donald Piccolella, Manager, GovConnect Program   
Division of Local Government Services

101 S. Broad Street
P.O. Box 803

Trenton, NJ 08625-0803

SAMPLE RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has developed an Internet site, known as GovConnect, to facilitate interaction and the exchange of information between and among State government and local authorities; and,

WHEREAS, in order to participate in GovConnect, the (Name of Authority) Board of Commissioners must designate a Authority Official as the person responsible for accessing the GovConnect system and receiving e-mail on behalf of the Authority. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the  Board of Commissioners of (Name of Authority) that (Name of Authority Official) is herewith designated as the District Official to be enrolled in the GovConnect program; and, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon enrollment, the designated Authority Official agrees to accept and uphold GovConnect usage policies on behalf of (Name of Authority).         

CERTIFICATION

I, (name of secretary,) of the (Name of Authority) in the County of _________, and the State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true copy of the Original Resolution duly passed and adopted by a majority of the full membership of the Board of Commissioners at its meeting of _________________.
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