




, which banned employment discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin; aimed to 

overcome state and local barriers to African Americans exercising their constitutional right to 

vote. 



Between the end of the Second World War and 1970, NJ 

added nearly 3,000,000 people to its population, an increase of around 70 percent, twice the 

national pace. The growth was suburban. As developers offered many times the theretofore 

going price for farmland, barns, silos, and chicken coops became housing tracts and office 

parks, seemingly overnight. Suburbs such as East Brunswick, Wayne, Cherry Hill, Brick, and 



Livingston, to name just a few, grew like mushrooms. Ocean County gained 150,00 residents 

between 1950 and 1970. No place expanded like Willingboro in Burlington County, the site of 

the third and largest development by pioneer builders Levitt and Sons. Willingboro’s 

population grew between 1950 and 1970 from less than 900 to over 43,000. 

 Meanwhile, 

all lost population in the 1950s, and all but Elizabeth during the 1960s too.

The single-



family, detached houses the Levitts, and others, built put the dream of home ownership 

within the reach of hundreds of thousands of middle- and working-class families.  

 But public policy played a role too. roads in New 

Jersey outpaced the national average while spending on education and public welfare lagged 

it. Government agencies worked with lenders to draw “red lines” around areas in which they 

would not write mortgages. Real-estate brokers used tactics known as block busting to try to 

start panic selling. As painful, complicated, and difficult as it is to talk about, race cannot be 

ignored. In Newark, approximately 100,000 white residents, more than ¼ of the population, 

left the city in the 1950s. 

 














