STATE OF NEwW JERSEY
EXEcCUTIVE DEPARTMENT

(Proclamation

WHEREAS, New Jersey law defines stalking as repeated and unwanted contact, surveillance, or
proximity to an individual which purposefully or knowingly causes a reasonable person to fear for his or
her safety or suffer other emotional distress; and

WHEREAS, victims may be monitored, harassed, or threatened - often through phone calls, text
messages, video and location devices, social media and other electronic methods; and

WHEREAS, most individuals report first experiencing stalking victimization as an adult, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention statistics show that approximately 21% of girls and 13% of
boys under the age of 18 are also victims; and

WHEREAS, as a result of stalking, victims may experience depression, anxiety, post-traumatic
stress and other related health implications; and

WHEREAS, stalking can occur on its own, but is frequently perpetrated with other forms of intimate
partner violence, including physical or sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report that one in six women and one in
seventeen men in the United States have experienced stalking, but the danger is largely underestimated and
the crime is largely under-reported; and

WHEREAS, statistics show that 76 percent of victims killed by an intimate pariner were first stalked
by them; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 National Stalking Awareness Month’s theme is “Stalking: Know It. Name It.
Stop It.” and all New Jersey residents are asked to assist victims and survivors by reporting stalking and
sharing resources; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey continues to provide supportive services and educate residents about the
impact and prevalence of the crime of stalking;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Philip D. Murphy, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do proclaim:

JANUARY 2020
AS
STALKING AWARENESS MONTH

in New Jersey.

GIVEN, under my hand and the Great Seal of the
State of New Jersey, this second day of January
in the year two thousand twenty, the two
hundred forty-fourth year of the Independence
of the United States.

GOVERN




