




History of New Jersey's Children's Trust Fund 

New Jersey's Children's Trust Fund (NJ CTF) was established by law in 1985 (NJ Rev Stat§ 54A:9-
25.4) as a means of funding child abuse and neglect prevention initiatives. New Jersey was among 
the first states to implement a trust and prevention fund for child abuse and neglect; Kansas was 
the first state to do so in 1980, and today, every state, Puerto Rico, and Washington D.C. have a 
legislatively created children's trust fund. 

The idea to establish a dedicated funding source for child maltreatment prevention was originated 
by Ray E. Helfer, a Michigan pediatrician and Vice President for the National Committee for the 
Prevention of Child Abuse, who reasoned that other dedicated funds already existed to support our 
nation's highways and transportation infrastructure, wildlife conservation, and open space 
protection. Dr. Helfer argued that the care and protection of our nation's children was just as 
important a goal. 

Children's trust funds vary from state to state in how they're organized, how they're funded, and 
what prevention initiatives they support. The one constant is the drive to protect children from 
abuse and neglect, and the opportunities for partnership between diverse corporate, governmental, 
philanthropic and individual stakeholders to see that vision become a reality. 

Nearly every state, including New Jersey, is a member of the national Children's Trust Fund Alliance, 
which advances best practices in the development and use of charitable dollars in order to support 
child maltreatment prevention initiatives. 
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Funding has been fairly consistent going back to FY 2013 



Impact of New Jersey's Children's Trust Fund 
Since its inception, the New Jersey Children's Trust Fund (NJ CTF) has supported important, innovative 
projects to advance the practice of child welfare in the Garden State. Recent funding priorities include: 

• FY 2018 - Pilot Fatherhood Engagement Initiative in Middlesex, Mercer, and Monmouth counties,
which laid the foundation for the incorporation of family voice and fatherhood practice across child
welfare in NJ.

• FY 2019 - Predict, Align Prevent Data Evaluation project to determine communities in need of
additional prevention support.

• FY 2019 - Collaborative Safety Initiative which applies safety science pioneered by aeronautics and
heavy industry to advance systems evolution in child welfare.

• FY 2024- Review of NJ's Mandated Reporter Training to align curriculum toward the goal of
supporting families in need, rather than imposing unnecessary and traumatic child protective
services interventions.

Since FY 2018, the NJ CTF has invested nearly $1 Million in child abuse prevention programming in NJ. 
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Economic Effect of Child Abuse Prevention 

Beyond society's collective responsibility to protect children from harm, many studies indicate a high 
return-on-investment for proactive child abuse prevention efforts. A 2024 Chapin Hall analysis 
estimated the national annual cost of child maltreatment to be_$83.3 billion in direct and indirect 
costs with the lifetime cost of substantiated child abuse and neglect cases estimated at $563 billion, 
costs that could be greatly reduced by preventing child abuse in the first place. 

Conversely, a study published in July 2025 in the Journal of the American Medical Association 
reviewed the potential economic effect of Positive Childhood Experiences (PCEs) in four states -
Kansas, Montana, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. This study identified cost savings to those states of 
$216 billion over the adult's lifetime for adults who experienced 3 or more Positive Childhood 
Experiences, and adults who report experiencing 6 or 7 PCEs were 64% likely to have received a 
college degree, and 117% more likely to earn a salary of $50,000 or more. 
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