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T he  Coastal Vulne rability Inde x  (CVI) was de ve lope d to he lp asse ss
the  vulne rability and re silie ncy of Ne w Je rse y coastal com m unitie s to
natural hazards. While  storm  surge  inundation and se a le ve l rise  are
the  prim ary factors influe ncing coastal flooding thre ats, those  factors
alone  m ay not fully de fine  the  risk  of coastal com m unitie s to both
chronic and e pisodic hazards. As a laye r com bining data on flood
zone s, ge om orphology, slope , soil e rosion, soil drainage , soil flooding
fre que ncy, and ground e le vation, as we ll as on storm  surge  inundation
and wate r e le vation change s, the  CVI m ay provide  a m ore  com ple te
picture  of the  flood hazard pote ntial of coastal com m unitie s. In this
m ap, the  inde x  is use d to de fine  thre e  le ve ls of re lative  vulne rability;
Lowe r, Mode rate , and Highe r. More  risk  le ve ls could be  use d, or bre ak
points be twe e n le ve ls adjuste d, as additional site  spe cific data are
e x am ine d. T his proce ss of fine  tuning the  CVI will be  done  by work ing
with individual m unicipalitie s through a grant program  aim e d at
im proving the  re silie ncy plans of Ne w Je rse y’s coastal com m unitie s.

T he  CVI spatial data se t is for inform ational purpose s only. It is a
pre lim inary scre e ning laye r for use  in conjunction with othe r com m unity
spe cific data in the  de ve lopm e nt of e ffe ctive  coastal m anage m e nt
plans. It is not a final laye r de fining the  actual vulne rability of any
com m unity to flooding or storm  e ve nts, e ithe r for pre se nt day
conditions, or those  pre dicte d unde r se a le ve l rise  sce narios. It was
ge ne rate d using the  be st available  inform ation, but has not had
rigorous re vie w of its use  for m ode ling site  spe cific coastal conditions.
T hose  re vie ws m ay re quire  additional contributing and final ge ne rate d
data se ts to be  e dite d to m ore  accurate ly re pre se nt actual conditions.
T he  re vie w and re fine m e nt of the  data se t should be  done  in
conjunction with a wide  range  of partne rs, including local m unicipal
e x pe rts. Additional data se ts not use d to pre pare  the  CVI will also be
ne e de d to re fine  the  outputs and tailor the  data to the  spe cific
characte ristics of individual com m unitie s.
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