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T h e  Coastal Vulne rability Ind e x (CVI) w as d e ve lope d  to h e lp asse ss
th e  vulne rability and  re silie ncy of Ne w  Je rse y coastal com m unitie s to
natural h azard s. Wh ile  storm  surge  inund ation and  se a le ve l rise  are
th e  prim ary factors influe ncing coastal flood ing th re ats, th ose  factors
alone  m ay not fully d e fine  th e  risk of coastal com m unitie s to both
ch ronic and  e pisod ic h azard s. As a laye r com bining d ata on flood
zone s, ge om orph ology, slope , soil e rosion, soil d rainage , soil flood ing
fre que ncy, and  ground  e le vation, as w e ll as on storm  surge  inund ation
and  w ate r e le vation ch ange s, th e  CVI m ay provid e  a m ore  com ple te
picture  of th e  flood  h azard  pote ntial of coastal com m unitie s. In th is
m ap, th e  ind e x is use d  to d e fine  th re e  le ve ls of re lative  vulne rability;
Low e r, Mod e rate , and  High e r. More  risk le ve ls could  be  use d , or bre ak
points be tw e e n le ve ls ad juste d , as ad d itional site  spe cific d ata are
e xam ine d . T h is proce ss of fine  tuning th e  CVI w ill be  d one  by w orking
w ith  ind ivid ual m unicipalitie s th rough  a grant program  aim e d  at
im proving th e  re silie ncy plans of Ne w  Je rse y’s coastal com m unitie s.

T h e  CVI spatial d ata se t is for inform ational purpose s only. It is a
pre lim inary scre e ning laye r for use  in conjunction w ith  oth e r com m unity
spe cific d ata in th e  d e ve lopm e nt of e ffe ctive  coastal m anage m e nt
plans. It is not a final laye r d e fining th e  actual vulne rability of any
com m unity to flood ing or storm  e ve nts, e ith e r for pre se nt d ay
cond itions, or th ose  pre d icte d  und e r se a le ve l rise  sce narios. It w as
ge ne rate d  using th e  be st available  inform ation, but h as not h ad
rigorous re vie w  of its use  for m od e ling site  spe cific coastal cond itions.
T h ose  re vie w s m ay re quire  ad d itional contributing and  final ge ne rate d
d ata se ts to be  e d ite d  to m ore  accurate ly re pre se nt actual cond itions.
T h e  re vie w  and  re fine m e nt of th e  d ata se t sh ould  be  d one  in
conjunction w ith  a w id e  range  of partne rs, includ ing local m unicipal
e xpe rts. Ad d itional d ata se ts not use d  to pre pare  th e  CVI w ill also be
ne e d e d  to re fine  th e  outputs and  tailor th e  d ata to th e  spe cific
ch aracte ristics of ind ivid ual com m unitie s.
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